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SHEWING 


| — 
That the ſureſt Way for a Nation to in- 
— creaſe in Riches, is to prevent the Importa- 
tion of ſuch Foreign Commodities as may be 
rais d at Home. 


That this Kingdom is capable of raiſing within 
itſelf, and its Colonies, Materials for employing all 
our Poor in thoſe Manufactures, which we now 
po cd ung ſuch of our N cighbours who refuſe the 
At n of ours. 


Some Account of the Commbilicics each Country we 
trade with take from us, and what we take rom! | m; 
with Obſervations on the Balance. | 
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To the Reader. 
THE printing the following DiC- 
courſe was not with a Deſign to 
publith i it, much leſs to preſume to pre- 
{ent it to the King, but to put a few of 
them into the Hands of ſome of the 
Miniſters of State, and other great Men, 
to ſhew the Wounds our Trade and 
Manufacturies have received; and 
thoſe Remedies which may very ſoon 
and eaſily be obtained; that they might 
repreſent them to our Legiſlators, who. 
have it in their Power to make us a 
rich and flouriſhing People. 
Aſter I had 1 a few of them, 
I underſtood by ſome great Perſons, that 
a Diſcourſe upon Trade would be very 
acceptable tothe King, who waspleaſed 
with every Opportunity of demonſtra- 
ting his Care and Affection for his Peo- 
ple; and that it would alſo be accep- 
table to the Queen and Prince. 
It was much to my Satisfaction that I 
had touch d upon a Subject ſo agreeable 
to their Sentiments ; I thought it there 


fore myDuty to preſent this Treatiſe to 


their Royal Hands. 
It ſoon got Abroad that I had writ a 


Diſcourſe upon the Trade and Navigati- 
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on of Great-Britain, and was informed 
if I did not permit it to be publiſhed, it 
would fall into fuch Hands who might 
print it and alter my Senſe and Intenti- 
on. And as it was the Sentiments of 
thoſe Perſons who had read it, that 
publiſhing it would give Gentlemen 
an Opportunity to ſee how Foreign Na- 
ions grow rich by the Employment we 
give their Poor, while many of our own 
are deſtitute, and in a miferable Con- 
8 ition, therefore conſented to its Pub- 
cation. 
muſt confeſs the Poverty and Ne- 
in which I have ſeen the Poor in 
— Parts of the Kingdom has 
ouch d me very ſenſibly, and I have 
ſpent a great deal of my Time from the 
Service of my F amily to find out Me- 
hods for promoting ſo publick a Ble{- 
ing as turning the Employment we give 
the Poor of foreign Nations to our own. 
If this ſmall Performance of mine 
an any way contribute thereto, it will 
de a great Satisfaction that I have done 
y Duty. 


— 5 | . b Joſhua Ger. 5 


OME Perſons of Diſtinction in the 
late Reigns having defired that J 
would give my Thoughts on Navat 
Stores, and divers other Sub jeds in 
Trade, I wrote my Sentiments therenpon, 
ſome of which are contained in the follow- 
ing Traff. It is not therefore to be ex- 
pected, that a Diſcourſe wrote upon ſo many 
Occaſſons, aud at diſtant Times, will bear 
reading like one regularly purſued, but ils 

be interſperſed nil Repetitions, if they are 
not taken in _— Views according to the 
Subjeft treated on; and as theſe Repetitions 
are chiefly upon ſuch weighty Matters as 
Materials for employing our Poor, it 1s ta 
be hoped it will not be deemed a Fault 
— that 
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that they are ſo often mentioned, becauſe if 
they ſhould eſcape the Reader's Notice in one 
Place, another may gain his Attention. 
Each Subject is put into a diſtinft Chapter, 
that the Reader may turn to ſuch as he plea- 
ſes; and thoſe who do not care to read them 
thorough, may turn to the Concluſſon, where 
they will find ſome Mention made of the chief 
Heads of what is more particularly treat- 
ed in the reſpeftrve Chapters; and alſo the 
Arret of the French King of the 27th of 
January 1726, by which they will ſee the 
Care that Nation takes to 7 rove their 
Commerce An it was upon the Sight 0 
that Arret, which wwas publiſbed in the 
Daily Courant, that ſome Merchants, and 
other Gentlemen, perſuaded me to print ſome 
Papers which I had formerly written on the 
Sub jet of Trade, to try whether this Ex- 
ample of the French might not excite ſome 
public Spirits to enter into the Conſidera- 
tion of the many Advantages which might 
accrue to this Nation, by a prudent Regu- 
lation of our Trade, and of our Foreign 
Settlements, and to repreſent and recom- 
mend the ſame to the Care and Protection 


of the Government. | 

As I have had Occaſion to diſcourſe of 
many Subjetts in Trade, and more particu- 
tary to enlarge on that of our Plantations, 
and the great Profit this Nation might draw 

from them, theſe Papers have ſwelPd - 
yon 
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yand my Expeftation : if therefore the Rea- 
der fboul# think I may have been prolix, or 
ſhould not perhaps agree in the ſame Senti- 
ments with me, I hope, however, that he 
will put the moſt favourable Conſtruct ion 
on my good Intentions, and be aſſured that 
Thad no other Deſign hut his Information, 
and the Publick Good, in which I defire to 
be a Sharer with him; and if he can add 
any Thing towards 228 an ſo neceſſary 
a Work, I hope he will have the Goodneſs to 
communicate his Thoughts with the ſams 
Freedom I have done mine. 
| The Profits our Plantations may yield us, 
2 raiſing Hemp, Flax, Sill, Iron, Pot-aſb, 
. may not perhaps be ſet in ſo clear a 
Light as they would bear, nor the Methods 
laid down how to proceed regularly thereon, 
but that may ſoon be done, if wwe find great 
Men will engage themſelves in the Work, 


and make proper Enquiries. 


The Spaniards and Portugueſe have no o- 
ther Source of their Riches but their Colo- 
nies, their Wines and Fruits with which 
they ſupply England, c. excepted ; and tho 
they buy the Manufatttres of all Nations 
in Europe to tranſport thither { having none 
of their own ) we ſee ' what a mighty Trea- 


fare is brought into thoſe Kingdoms, and 


how rich and powerful they are made there- 
by. If they draw ſuch Riches from their 
Mines, and Merchandige ſo diſpoſed of, what 
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| @ boundleſs Wealth might be brought into 
this Kingdom, by Jupplying our Plantations | 


with every Thing they want, and all ma- 
nufaftured within our ſelves; but more e- 
ſpecially 45 Encouragement was given to 
uch Multit 
under their preſent Circumſtances in the ſe- 
veral Parts of Europe, and would be glad 
to be under the free Government of Great 
Britain. | | 

Numbers of People have always been 
efteemed the Riches of a State, and as our 
Colonies of Carolina, Virginia, &c. are the 
moft deſirable f any in America for Lati- 
tude, Air, Soil, and navigable Rivers, and 
ge ſo commodiouſiy for correſponding with 
Europe, they Will undoubtedly draw wvaſt 


Numbers of People to ſettle there, which 


Twould not only preſerve to us the Mines 
contained in the Appelachean Hills, but al- 


fo ſecure the Frontiers of Carolina againſs 


the Incroachments of the Spaniards from Sl. 
Auguſtine, as well as theſe of the French 
«pon the River Canada. | 
Several. Paragraphs have been inſerted in 
the publick News Papers, ſhewing the Ap- 


plication of ſome Foreign Princes for proma- 


ting the Manufattures and Trade of their re- 


ſhective Dominions; and it would no leſs be- 
come us to be as diligent in enquiring into 
fach Matters. But Concerns of this Nature 
muſt fir be eſpouſed by great Men who have 


Power 


udes of People who are uneaſy 
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Power and Influence to put others on the 
Work; and the Nation 1s greatly obliged 
to a noble Lord, who, notwithſtanding the 
bigh Station which he has ſo long and /0 
worthily filled, is ready to lend his Time and 
Attention to fuch Gentlemen who have any 
Thing to communicate for promoting our 
Trade, Manufaftures and Colonies. 

We are indeed very happy in the Conſtituti- 
on of our Legiſlature, who have made many ex- 
cellent Laws for ſecuring our Liberties and 
Properties, but aue fear our Parliaments have 
ſometimes been miſled when Matters rela- 
ting to Trade have been brought under their 


Confideration ; for as the two Houſes conſiſt of 


Jo great a Number of Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Education has been quite dif- 
ferent from the Study of ſuch Improvements 
as might be made by Manufattures and 
Commerce, it is not to be expetied that the 
ſhould form a right Fudgment therein wit 
out having Matters relating to Trade explain- 
ed unto them. 1 was therefore willing to 
contribute my beſt Endeavours to ſet thoſe 
Things in as clear a Light as I was capable, 
that the Members of both Houſes might plain- 
ty fee, the improving and encouraging our 


Manufactures, Commerce and Plantations, is 
improving and enlarging their own Eſtates ;. 
and as Commerce flour iſbes, Lands riſe in La- 


lue; and as the Inhabitants of Towns and 


Cities increaſe, conſequently the Conſumption 
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The PREFACE. 


of Proviſions, which is the Support of the 
Landed Intereſt; and doubtleſs as Gentlemen 


come to fee, that in the turning the M heel 


of Commerce they muſt have their Share of 


the Profits, oy will ſoon find how neceſ- 
ſam it will be for promoting their own 
Intereſt. to put their Hands to ſo good 
a Work. Indeed hitherto it muſt be con- 
fefſed moſt fd our Improvements bath at Home 
and Abroad, have been projected and jet on 
Foot by private Perſons, with very little 
Encouragement from the Publick, except in 
Deen Flizabeth's. Time; whereas our 
Neighbours have had the Happineſs of great 
Men and Minifters of State to afſiff them, 
not only in improving their infant Under- 
takings but in aſſiſting them with Money fo 
carry them on, which has enabled them to 
oitdo us in many Things to the great Pre- 
gudice of our Commerce,” and the Advance- 
ment of their own. 

It is wonderful, that ſo many fine Eng- 
liſh Gentlemen, wvho have travelled over 
France, Italy, c. capable of giving a large 
Account of the Rarities of thoſe Countries, 


and of their Droerſjons, are yet Strangers to 


the Trade of thoſe Parts, and the Advan- 
tages they might have collected thence for 
the Good of their Country. I muſt confeſs, 
wery little has been writ to put them upon 
thoſe Enquiries ; an it - will be much to 
my Satisfaction, if any Thing I have Row 

| able 
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able to offer in the following Treatiſe may l 
have Weight enough to incite them to {6 Me. 
laudable and profitable an Inſpection, that ſo i 
their great Expence and Travels may not be 1 
thrown away upon the Gaities of thoſe Na- 144 vil 
tons, but that they may alſo inform them- {L008 
ſelues of their political Maxims and Rules, | | 1 

; 

| 


bd wy vw R 


by which their great Men have raiſed them- 
ſelves, and made their Names honourable to 
ſucceeding Generations for ſome valuable 
improvements they have gaind to their 
Country, 2 5 
T know it has been a received Notion by | 
Perſons, that it bas been below t 1 
Charatter of a Gentleman to become a Mer- 1114 
chant or Trader; but this Notion never ob- WATT} | 
tain d with Wiſe Men: The late Lewis XIV. 
was ſo apprebenſoe that it might injure the 
T1 of his | that | 
to cure his Fantaſticks of that Diſtemper, 
and that it ſhould not derogate from the Ho- 
nour of any Nobleman or Gentleman in his 
Kingdom to. tranſaf# in thoſe Affairs, he 
ſpeed particular Marks of Favour to ſuch 
as diſtinguiſbed their Genius for Trade and 
Merchandige, and the ſame has been done in 
Piedmont, and other Principalities in Italy, 
ſo that even Counts or Earls have become 
Fabricators in the Silk Manufacture. 

It has indeed been a common Notion wwith 
ſome, that Trade can never thrive under an 
abſolute monarchical Government; and tho 
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it muſt be admitted, that the greateſt Part 
of the Trade of the World was eſtabliſhed 
and carried on to a great Height in free 
Cities before it began in Monarchies, (as we 
fee that the free Cities of Phænicia enjoy- 
ed it long before the Uraelites came out of 
Egypt, and were grown ſo rich and power- 
ful by their Trade and Navigation, that 
oſhua could not conquer Tyre, Sidon, and 
ſeveral other Cities,) yet we muſt not from 
thence conclude, that it will never become 
conſiderable any where but in Republicks ; 
for penetrating wiſe Princes came to ſee in- 
to the fruitful Womb of Trade, and in thoſe 
ancient Times, Solomon in particular, made 
very great Progreſs therein, tho it is 
plain he did not underſtand much of the prac- 
tical Part thereof himſelf, and therefore he 
entered into a firif Amity and Correſpon- 
dence with the Tyrians to gain the Art of 
Trade and Navigation from them: And as 
he comprehended every Thing, tis no Won- 
der that he got into the Secrets of Merchan- 
dige, and that by his Fleet, and his Land 
Trafhck by Caravans, he heap'd up ſuch im- 
menſe Riches which he gain'd by the Indian 
Trade. Alexander the Great had alſo the 
Advantage of Trade in View, to which 
End, after the Deſiruttion of Tyre, be built 
the fam City of Alexandria i Egypt, by 
which Canal the Goods of India were con- 
ved into the Mediterranean, and thoſe of 
7 Fu- 
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Europe 70 India, from whence his Succeſſor's 
in Egypt drew a prodigious Treaſure ; for 
is ſaid Ptolomy Eulates recerved Seven 
Millions and an half from thence yearly. 

In the Beginning of the Empire r, Rome, 
their great Treaſure ſprang from their Con- 
' gueſts, and the vaſt Riches and Tributes they 
drew from ſeveral Parts of their Dominions : 
But when they got Poſſeſſion of Egypt, they 
began to think of a more ſure and peaceable 
Way, which was by all Manner of Arts 
and Care to augment their Trade, wherein 
they ſucceeded ſo well; that the great Trade 
carried on between the Indian and Mediter- 
ranean Seas, brought them in vaſily more, 
than any of the Egyptian Kings ever re- 
cerved before them. 
But when the Goths and Vandals ober- 
turned the Roman Empire, that Commerce 
thro' the Red-Sca, by Alexandria, ceaſed, and 
was afterward carried on by Way of Tre- 
bezon, Damaſcus and Aleppo, which in- 
creaſed the Trade of the free Cities or States 
of Venice, Genoa, Piſa, Ec. and thoſe Goods 
Were not only. vended in all the Countries 
bordering upon the Mediterranean, but Were 
ſent to England, Germany and the, Nether- 
lands, and all over the Baltick, which gave 
Encouragement tu the Trafick of Brages, 
where the Commodities of the North, as 
Corn, Naval Stores, &c. were lodg'd in the 


Summer, and where thoſe Ships took in the 
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Commodities from the Levant back again to 
the Hans-Towns, and thoſe Ships that came 
from the Levant, tranſported the Northern 
Goods from Bruges into the Mediterranean, 
This Trafhck rendered thoſe Citizens im- 
menſely rich, ard made them grow above 
| their Buſineſs, and thereupon this Trade was 
removed to Antwerp, which grew ſo rich 
and oppulent, that ſhe became the Mifireſs 
of Europe in Trade, and continued it till 
the Dake D'Alva's Time, after which the 
Perſecution begun by him, drove away the 
People, ſome to Amſterdam, and other Ci- 
ties of the United Provinces, which laid the 
Foundation of that flouriſhing and poder- 
ful Republick; others fled to England, and 
eftabliſhed the Woollen Manufaftury, and 
were recerved by Queen Elizabeth, with the 
utmoſt Encouragement, and we have felt the 
Benefit of their ſettling among us ever fince. 
mention this to Few Trade will not 
remain long in any Place where Tt meets 
with Coldneſs and Indifferency, but thoſe Go- 
vernments which embrace it with the grea- 
teſt Cheerfulneſs, and give it the moſs En- 
couragement fhall have it. 
In the Reign of 9ucen Egizabeth, and al- 
% of Henry the Fourth of Ffance, there ſeem- 
ed to be a ſurpriging Spirit for improving 
Trade, Manufattures and Navigation in 
England and France, whether from Emulation 
07 
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er a benevolent Inclination in thoſe Princes 


to promote the Welfare and Profperity of 


their Subjects, I Foray not determine. The 
Queen encouraged the diſtreſſed Walloons and 
other Artiſts to ſettle here, and endowgd 
them with many Privileges, and enabled 
them to make a very great Progreſs in car- 
rying on the Woollen and other Manufafures. 
She alſo ſettled a Trade with the Grand Sig- 
mor, and with the Czar of Muſcovy, open'd 
a Trade to India, and begun foreign Planta- 
tions, wherein ſhe had a Miniſtry no leſs ſolli- 
citous than herſelf to carry them on. 
Henry the Fourth of France did indeed N on- 
ders for that Kingdom, by ſettling the Silk, 
Linnen, and other Manufattures, all which 
have been happily improved by the Care of the 
memorable Mons. Colbert, who under the late 
Lewis XIV. has not only eſtabliſhed every 
thing that remained impei felt, but alſo gain- 
ed by Art and Management, not only Fiſhe- 
ries and Plantations, but a Profpet# of every 
other Improvement; by which Means that 
Prince was able to maintain a War againſi 
the moſs powerful Confederacy that ever has 
been form'd in theſe latter Times, to ſurround 
his Kingdom and Frontiers with the ſtrong- 
Fortreſſes in the World, to maintain an 
Army of above Three hundred thouſand Men 
during two long Wars, and to diſpute the 


* Dominion of the Seas againſt the united Pow 
ers both of England and Holland; an Ex- 
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The PREFACE. 


pence ſuppoſed to be three times as large as 
ever that Kingdom was capable of ſuſtain- 
ing before. | | 
The Example of Lewis the Fourteenth ſo 
far opened the Eyes of the Princes of Eu— 
rope, that moſt of them have put the ſame 


Methods in Practice; and the Emperor of 


Germany, Car of Muſcovy, and ſeveral o- 
ther Princes, ſee the Way to make themſelves 
more confiderable, is to eſtabliſh Manufactures 
where their reſpeftirve Dominions produce 
Materials for carrying them on. And we 
fee that thoſe ManufaFures and Trade have 
enabled them to raiſe greater Revenues from 
their Subjefts. Upon this Baſis is founded 
the Power and Strength of thoſe Empires that 
begin to make ſo great a Figure in Europe - 
How .much the Engliſh Commerce, by the 
Conſumption. of the Manufattures of thoſe 
Countries, has contributed thereto, 1s worth 
enquiring into. *Tis certain, Princes who 
make Search after able Men to regulate and 
improve their Trade, will carry it away 
from thoſe that diſregard or neglett it. We 
fee that ingenious and penetrating Prince, 
the Duke of Savoy, tho he has ſo ſmall a 
Territory, and as it were but that one valu- 
able Commodity of Silk produced in it, has, 
by encouraging his Subjects in the Cultroa- 
tion thereof, ſo much mcreas'd and unprov'd 
his Revenues, that tis ſaid he is now able 
to maintain an Army of Thirty T N 

Men 
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Men better, and with more Kaſe to his Sub- 

jets, than he could heretofore maintain Ten 
thouſand. | 

But we have ſeen one Inſtance in our Time, 

ſurpaſſing what was ever attempted before by 

any Prince, for the Improvement of his Coun- 

try and his People in the Perſon of the late 

Czar of Muſcovy, a great and abſolute 

Prince, who left his own Kingdoms and 

Grandeur, and travelled incognito /ike a pri- 

vate Gentleman thr# a good Part of Europe, 

to pry into the Arts and Induſiry practiſed 

by the more crvilig'd Nations, for the gain- 

ing of Riches and Power, and condeſcended 

| ſo far as to turn Mechanick, and work him- 

ſelf with his own Hands at ſeveral Trades, 

eſpecially that of Ship-building, that he might 

make himſelf Maſter of the Myſtery and Skill 

requiſite in ſuch Works, and be able effeftual- 

ly to carry the ſame home to his own Country; 

to which End alſo he ſpared no Coſt to engage 

the beſi Artizans of every kind to ſettle in 

his Dominions, whither he alſo tranſported 

the Arts and Sciences, and every thing need- 

ful to ſet up profitable 8 and cul- 

truate his own unpoliſb' People, and ſet them 

upon gaining Riches by Trade, which he had 

found to be the chief Source of Wealth and 

Power in England, Holland, and their neigh- 

bouring Nations; and we ſee how great a 

Progreſs he made therein in a ſhort Time, and 
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that he has left a Miniſiry no leſs ſedulous 
to carry on his Noble Def gus. | 

As Materials are the firſt Principles and 
Foundation of Manufattures ; and as the Silk 
and Linnen are eſteemed as profitable as the 
 HWoollen;, I am thoroughly perſwaded the 
Methods herein propoſed will render the rai- 
ing theſe Materials both pratticable and ea- 
ſy in our own Dominions ; and ſo very cheap, 
that it gives us a fair Praſpect of outdoing 
any Nation of Europe in carrying them on; 
which,' with proper Care to regulate ſuch 
Undertakings, will unite all His Majeſty's 
Dominions into one Intereſt, by ſettling fucb 
a Circulation of Commerce among them, that 

one Part ſball be dependent on the other, and 
every Part neceſſary to ſupport the whole, 
and more to the Advantage of every Parti- 
cular, and all get more by ſuch a Circulation 
of Trade, than they could have done by any 
Contriwance of their own, even though they 
had been able to carry thro the whole Bu- 
#neſs within themſelves ; and thoſe who 
may have a Mind to ſee what I have pro- 
poſed upon this Head, may turn to the 27th, 
2$th, 29th, and zoth Chapters, where they 
qui find what I have written in ſeveral Let- 
ters upon this Occaſion, as ell as ſome 
Hints thereof in other Parts of this Trea- 

te, | 
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Trade and Navigation 
| OF | 
GREATBRITAIN 
CONSIDER'D. 
: CHAP. L 


The State of the Trade of the Nation much 
the ſame from the Time of William the 
Conqueror to the Acceſſion of Queen Eli- 
zabeth. In Her Time Plantations diſco- 
ver d; ſome Settlements begun; Trade 
opened to Turkey, Muſcovy, &. Manu- 
fadtures improved and encouraged by King 
William. 


HE E»gliſþ Nation remained much in 

the ſame State, reſpecting Trade and 

| Navigation, from the Time of William 
the Conquerorto the Acceſſion of Queen 
Elizabeth to the th of England, which then 
conſiſted chiefly in tranſporting Zin, Lead, Wooll, 
ſome Leather, Iron, and other Productions ſut- 
ficient to 1 what foreign Commodities 


they wante 
A King 
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Kixe Edward the Third was the firſt Prince 
from the Conqueſt to his 'Time, that we find, 


took any Notice of Trade; for in the Parliament 
| held at Weſtminſter in 1338, the Tranſportation 
ot Wooll out of the Kingdom was prohibited; 


and tor the Encouragement of foreign Cloth- 
workers and other Manufacturers to come and 
{cttle here, a great many Privileges were granted, 
and an Allowance from the King till they were fix- 


ed in a competent way ot living; and it was enac- 


ted, that no Subject ſhould wear any foreign Cloth 
tor the future. From his Reign to the Acceſſion 
of Qucen Elizabeth, we do not find any one 
Prince, during that Space of Lime, had much 
Regard for Trade, except what was done by 
Heury the Seventh, which looks rather like Poli- 
cy of State for cruſhing Perkin Vurbeck; tor 
tho' he removed the Mart from Antwerp to Ca- 
luis, yet two Years aſter the Prohibition was ta- 
ken off, and the I rade was again opened to Au- 
werp, as formerly. About Ten Ycars after 
a Law was made, prohibiting the Importation 
of Manufactures of Silk wrought by itſelf, or mix- 
ed with any other Thread. This (ſays the Lord 
Bacon) points at a true Principle, vg. Where 
foreign Materials are but Superfluities, foreign 
Manufactures ſhould be prohibited; tor that 
will either baniſh the Superfluity, or gain the 
Manufacture. In Queen Blizabetl's Time, ma- 
ny and = Advantages were added to Trade. 
In the Year 1579, a Turkey Company was eſta- 
bliſhed, "The ſame Ycar Sir Francis Drake re- 
turned to England, after three Years Voyage 
round the World, and many wonderful Adven- 
tures and Diſcoveries. He arrived at Plymonth, 
bringing with him a vaſt Quantity of Gold and 
Silver taken from the Spaniards, la her Ron 

alſo 


(33 


alſo a Treaty was ſettled with the Duke of Mu/= 
covy for a Trade to Archangel, in which ſeveral 
Advantages were granted to the Engliſh Nation. 
Sis Walter Rawlcigh, and others alſo in her 
Reign, diſcovered the Plantations ; and tho” the 
firſt Planters met with almoſt inſuperable Difficul- 
tics, and were often forced to quit what they 
had already ſettled ; yet the Greatneſs of their 
Souls ſurmounted all Difficultics, and tho” often 
baffled in their Attempts, they renewed them a= 
gain with indefatigable Zeal and ry; till at 
laſt Tobacco and Sugar came to be planted, a 
great many Ships built, and in a thort Lime not 
only ſupplicd ourſelves with Sugar and Tobacco 
from America, but with very large Quantities to 
ſend abroad, and ſupplied the Ba/tick, Germany, 
Holland, Flanders, and France, with thoſe Com- 
moditics, which brought in very great Riches to 
us, and by Degrees beat the Portugueſe out of the 
Trade of thoſe Parts of Europe. | 
We do not find that her Succeſſor King James 
the Firſt concerned himſel much in Trade; yet 
in Imitation of Henry the Fourth of France, (who 
was wonderful aſſiduous in promoting all Sorts of 


| Manufactures, and among the reſt, that of plan- 


ting Mulberry-Trees, and railing Silk,) made 
ſome Eſſays towards ſuch a Deſign here, and he 
and his Courtiers ſcem'd to be very fond of the 
Undertaking, and Letters were writ to Virginia 
to promote that Manufacture. Some ſmall Pro- 


greſs was made there, and Letters paſſed between 


the Planters and Gentlemen here; but as ſoon as 
they thought they had engaged the Planters to 
begin upon it, inſtead of promoting it heartily, 
and ſending ſome able and skilful Perſons to di- 
rect the Undertaking, they threw all upon the 
Planters, and that noble Deſign came to nothing; 

A2 whereas 
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whereas that in France ſucceeded, to the immenſe 
Profit of that Kingdom. b 

Kins Charles the Firſt had too many things 
upon his Hands to concern himſelf with Trade ; 
as he wag unacquainted therewith he was eaſily 
impoſed on; the Conſequences of which makes us 
labour under many Inconveniencies at this Day; 
one of which was, his giving Leave to the Frenc 
to fiſh upon the s of Newfoundland, to 
fupply an Eng/ifþ Convent in France in Time of 
Lent. | 

CROMWELL and the Rump had ſome ex- 
ccllent Notions of Trade; they ſettled the Act 
of Navigation, beat the Dutch, forced them to a 
Treaty, in which they were to deliver up the 
Iſland of Pellarone, and to pay large Sums for the 
Violences exerciſed upon the Engl at Amboyna. 
But upon the Reſtoration of King Charles the Se- 
cond, the Dutth thought themſelves ſecure e- 
nough, and ſince have never made any Satisfaction. 
3 Jamaica with vaſt Expence, which 
has been _ ſince with ſn The Fa- 
vour granted by King Charles the Firſt to the 
French, to fiſh upon the Banks of Newfoundland, 
by Length of Time, and afterwards by the eaſy 
Temper of King Charles the Second, gave them 
an Opportunity of claiming a Right to that Part 
they had ſeized. It is ſaid King James the Se- 
cond ſhewed great Uneaſineſs upon that Occaſion, 
but nothing was- done that we have heard of, in 
order to obtain Satisfaction. The ſhort Time he 
reigned, and his other Views for eſtabliſhing the 
Popiſh Religion, did not give him Time to do a- 
ny thing for Trade. | 

Urox King William's coming to the Crown, 
carly Application was made to him for ſeveral 
Amendments in Trade, and for eſtabliſhing a 

260 great 
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t many uſeful Manufacturies among us, which 

been kept under by France and others under- 
ſelling the Manufactures made at Home. He 
was very ready to hear all Propoſals made upon 
that Account, and gave his utmoſt Countenance 
to all ſuch Undertakings ; but by the Fondneſs 
of the Nation to French Commodities, ſo much 
countenanced by King Charles and King Fames, 
it was a very hard Matter to bring them into 
Love with thuſe made at Home. However, up- 
on breaking out of the War with France, and 


R- prohibiting French Commodities, Encouragement 
c was given for erecting ſeveral of thoſe Manufac- 
) a tures here, as the Luftring, Alamode, and other 
he | Silk Manufactures for Hoods and Scarves, which 
he the King's Royal Conſort the excellent Queen 
14. Mary, took no ſmall Pains to eftabliſh ; for 
— which Article alone it is allowed France 
2 drew from us above Four Hundred Thouſand 
M. Pounds yearly. At the ſame Time the Manu- 
ch facture of Glaſs was eſtabliſhed, which before we 
a= uſed to have trom France, and alſo that of Hats 
he and Papcr. The Manufacture of Linnen was ſettled 
, in ſevcral Parts of the Kingdom, particularly in 
fy ; sd a and Dorſetſhire, where they. made 
un extraordi good Linnen in Imitation of France, 
rt and which ſo increaſed, that in a few Years it was 
e- computed, in a Diſtrict of about Ten Miles ſquare, 
n, they made to the Value of One Hundred Ihou- 
in | ſand Pounds yearly. But upon the Peace with 
he France, there were ſo many Linnens run into the 
he Weſt, that it put that Mendon under great 
a- Diſcouragement. In his Time alſo the Manufac- 

tures of Copper and Braſs were ſet on Foot, 
n, which arc brought to great Perfection, and 


a now in a great Meaſure ſupply the Nation with 
a | Coppers, Kettles, and all Sorts of 8 
at — t 
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Braſs Ware. The making of Sail-cloth was be- 
and carried on to great Perfection; alſo 
Sword-Blades, Sei and a great many Toys 
made of Steel, Which formerly we uſed to have 
from France ; in the — * of which, it 
is ſaid we now excel all other Nations. 
ſetting up of Salt- Works, and improving of Salt- 
Springs and Rock=Salt hath proved ve ficial 
here, and faves a very great Treaſure yearly, 
which we heretofore paid to France for Salt, and 
a great many other Things which J forbear to 
cnumerate. : 

Queex Anne's Miniſtry upon the Treaty of 
Utrecht, too readily granted the French Libert 
to fiſh upon the very beſt Fiſheries on the Nort 
Coaſt of Newfoundland, and there to build Sta- 
ges to dry them. They alſo granted them Cape- 
Breton, which is ſaid to be the very beſt Spot in 
all thoſe Scas for Fiſhing. Thus we ſee the French 
by their great Penctration and Knowledge in the 
Affairs of Commerce, have gained from us a Trea- 
ſure equal to a Mine of Gold. 

Taz Nation in Queen Elizabeth's Time being 
in its Infancy in Trade, ſet out with great Fru- 
gality, and ſaved Money and grew rich apace, 
and our Merchants ſpread themſclyes over all 
Europe, Turkey and America, as well as India, and 
introduced our Manufactures and Products where- 
ever they went. Their Riches encreaſing by this 
Traffick, they not only had Money enough to carry 
on their Trade, but ſopplied Foreign Princes, lent 
Money upon Bottomree, and upon Commodities 
in all Countries. The Remittances from whence 
ſwelled the Ballance of Trade ſo much in our Fa- 
vour, that tho' in King Charles the Sccond's 
Time, the Folly of that Reign encouraged the 
wearing the Manufactures of France to that De- 
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gree, that it is commonly allowed we paid them a 
Balance of Trade we drove with them, of at leaſt 
Twelve or Thirteen Hundred Thouſand Pounds 
_ yearly ; notwithſtanding which, the Profits of our 
Commerce, and Money abroad employed in Trade, 
was fo very conſiderable, that Silver and Gold 
were plentier in England, both in his and King 
ames's Reigns, than any other neighbouring 
Kingdom, which occaſioned Quantities to be 
comed here. 2) | 
Bur upon the War with France, ſome Gentle- 
men rather adviſed to borrow Money at Intereſt, 
than raiſe neceſſary Supplies within the Compaſs of 
the Year, to catry on that juſt and neceſſary War, 
which had that evil Conſequence, that not only 
our Merchants, who had Money at Intereſt A- 
broad, but even Foreigners brought in their Mo- 
ney to put in our Loans. At laſt this brought a 
heavy Land upon the Nation; and inſtead of 
living in a parcimonious and frugal Manner, thoſe 
Perſons that had placed their Money in the 
Funds, and could judge of their Expences 
fell into a more luxurious Way of living, 
which very much increaſed the Conſumption of 
Foreign Commodities. And whereas formerl 
great Quantities of Bullion were brought into this 
Nation by the Balance of our Trade, and coined 
into Money, the Tables were turned, and as faſt 
as we imported any Bullion from any Part of the 
World, it was immediately ſent away again to pay 
our Debts. When Silver was coined here, it com- 
monly was under Standard, and the Goldſmiths 
did not give above 5s. 14.4 or 3 for Pieces of 
Eight, becauſe they would have ſome Profit up- 
on coining. The Caſe is ſo much altered now, 
that Silver has been above Standard, which has 
been bought up and exported to pay the Balance 
Ot 
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of our Trade. This is fo evident a Truth, that I 
believe it cannot be denied; yet ſo miſtaken are 
many People, that they cannot ſee the Difference 
between having a vaſt Treaſure of Silver and 
Gold in the Kingdom, and the Mint employed in 
coining Money, the only true Token of Trea- 
ſure and Riches, and having it carried away; but 
they ſay Money is a Commodity like other Things, 

think themſelves never the poorer for what the 
Nation daily exports. This hath drawn me into 
the Conſideration of our National Benefit, that 
it may be thoroughly * Lhave thought the 
only Method to furniſh Gentlemen with proper 
Conſiderations, is to give ſome Account of the 
Commodities the Nations we trade with take 


from us, and what we take from them, and to give 


my Thoughts where I think the Balance lies. 
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CHAP. IL 
TRADE between England and Turkey, 


diterranean, I ſhall begin our Commerce 

with that mighty Empire. 

Tux Co itics they take from us, are chief- 
ly Broad-Cloth, Long-Ells, Tin, Lead, and 
ome Iron; and the Engliſh Merchants frequently 
buy up French and Lisbon Sugars, and tranſport 
thither, as well as Bullion from Cadiz, 

Bur notwithſtanding, the Turkey Trade is ve- 

uſeful, the Goods we ſend being fully manu- 
N Aured, and carried to them in our own Ship- 
ping, and the Commodities we take from them 
in Returns, are alſo in our own Navigation. 

Tur Commodities we take from them are chief- 
ly Raw, and very proper to carry on our home 
Manufactures, and —_— our Poor, as well 
as for Re- exportation. The great Value is in 
Raw Silk. e take beſides Grogram Yarn, 


; A” Turkey is the outmoſt Bounds of the Me- 


Dying-Stuffs of ſundry Kinds, Drugs, Soap, Lea- 


ther, Cotton, and ſome Fruit, Oyl, Sc. 


N. B. The Turkey Silk is only fit for the Shute 
of our fine Damasks, and other coloured 
Silks, and for making Silk Stockins, Gal- 
looms, and Silver and Gold Lace ; but not 

roper for the Warp of any Silk, not being 
Fae enough, nor even enough tor Organzine, 
or double twiſted Silk, that being all Italian, 
nor indeed even enough - for the Shute or 
Woot of black Luſtrings, Alamodes, or Pa- 
duaſoys, the Shute of that being alſo [taliar. 


B CHAP. III. 
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C HAP. III. 
TRA D E between England and Italy. 


T ALY takes from us, Broad-Cloth, Long- 
I Ells, Bays, Druggets, Callimancoes, Cam- 
cts, and divers other Stuffs, Leather, Tin, Lead 
2 Quantities of Fiſh, as Pilchards, Herrings, 
almon, Newfoundland Codd, Sc. Pepper, and 
other Eaft-India Goods. 

Tun Commodities England takes from them, 
are raw, thrown and . wrought Silk, Wine, Oyl, 
Soap, Olives, ſome Dyers Wares, Anchovies, 

8 

Fox MERLyY we received a conſiderable Balance 
from them; but the French now ſupplying them 
with very great Quantitics of Woollen Manufac- 
tures, and alſo having got Part of the Newfound- 
land Trade from us; and as we import great 
Quantitics of thrown and raw Silk from thence, 
to carry on our Manufactures, it is thought the 
Balance now againſt us is conſiderable. 

Tun Italians have an excellent Method of 
throwing thctr Silk by a Water Engine, which 
with a tew Hands to attend it, will do more 
Work than an Hundred Perſons can do at throw- 
ing according to our Method. Indeed, fine Ita- 
lian raw Silk cannot be thrown to Truth and good 
Workmanſhip by any other Method, the Engine 
oing fo much truer than it can be wrought by 
and. We have been ſo unfortunate as never to 
have had any ſuch Engine till of late, and there 
is but one compleat in the Kingdom. 
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- TRADE between England and Spain. 


ts, Callimancocs, Bays, Stuffs of divers 
inds, Leather, Fiſh, Tin, Lead, Corn, Ec. 
Tur Commodities Eugland takes from them, 
are Wine, Oyl, Fruit of divers Kinds, Wooll, 
Indigo, Cochineal, and dying Stuffs : The 
Bulk of the Commoditics we take from them are 
the Produce of their own Country, viz. Wine, 
Oyl, and Fruit; ſo that the Spaniards pay tor 
our Woollen, and all other Products, at a very 
caſy Rate; and if it were not for the great Con- 
+ ſumption of Spaniſþ Wines, Fruits and Oyls in 
England, their Sales of thoſe Commodities would 
amount but to a Trifle, having no Nation for 
their Cuſtomers but us, Holland, and a very 
{mall Matter to Flanders, Hambourg, and the 
Balticł. | 

*T'rs ſuppoſed we take off at leaſt two Thirds 
of the whole; ſo that although we are obliged 
to the Spaniards for their Cuſtom for our. Manu- 
factures, they are no leſs obliged to us tor taking 
off their Products. 

FoxMERLY we received a great Balance from 
them in Bullion, but ſince the Houſe of Bour- 
bon has filled the Spaniſþ Throne, and intro- 
duced French Stuffs, and French Faſhions, 'tis 

reſumed the Balance is but very ſmall in our 
avour, 


Y IN takes from us Broad-Cloth, Drugs 
i 


HA.. 


4s 
CHAP. V. 
TRADE between England and Portugal. 


ORTUGAL takes from us Broad-Cloth, 
Dru , Bays, Long-Ells, Callimancoes, 
and all other Sorts of Stuffs, as well as Tin, 
Lead, Leather, Fiſh, Corn, and other Eugliſb 
Commodities. | 
ENGLAND takes from them great 

titics of Wine, Oyl, Salt and Fruit; by which 
Means their ſpare Lands, (ſince they have the ſup- 
plying us with Wine,) are greatly improved, and 
tho' we may allow a conſiderable Balance to be 
brought us, yet it is not ſo great as ſome 
Imagine. | 

HE Portugueſe have much abated of their 
Induftry, ſince the finding out the Gold and Sil- 
ver Mines in the Brazils; and well they may, the 
working thoſe Mines turning to better Account 
than their planting Sugar and Tobacco; the 
importing of which from our Plantations, has 
beat thoſe of Portugal and Spain out of the 
Northern Parts of Europe, as a little Encou- 
ragement and good Regulations would do in the 
Mediterancan ; and we have now a fair Oppor- 
tunity of enlarging our Commerce, provided we 
make uſe of it. Of which in its proper Place, 
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TRADE between England and France. 


RANCE takes from England large Quan- 

F tities of Tobacco, Horn- Plates, Tin, ſome 

.cad, ſome Flannels, and Corn in Time of Scar- 
city. 


ENGLAND takes from France Wine, 
Brandy, Linnen, Fine Lace, Fine Cambricks and 
Cambrick Lawns, to a prodigious Value, Bro- 
cades, Velvets, and many other rich Silk Manu- 
factures, which are either run in upon us, or come 
by Way of Holland; the Humour of ſome of our 
Nobility and Gentry being ſuch, that altho' we 
have thoſe Manufactures made as good, if not bet- 
ter than the Freuch, yet they are forced to be 
called by the Name of French, to make them ſell. 
Their Linnens are run in upon us in very great 
Quantities, as are their Wine and Brandy from 
the Lands-end even to the Dotuns. Their Bran- 
dies have been ſold from 3 5. to 3 5. 6 d. per Gal- 
lon, and their Claret from 3 5. te 4 5. the beſt, 
'tho' the bare Duty of the Brandy is 6 s. 8 d. per 
Gallon, and the Duty of their Wine 52 J. per 
Tun or 13 d. per Quart. This muſt drain us of 
our Gold and Silver; for the Smugglers carry no- 
thing out but Gold, Silver and Wooll to purchaſe 
thoſe Commodities with, It is a Misfortune upon 
us, that our Intereſt is not better conſidered ; we 
might be ſupplied with fine Rum from our Plan- 
tations, that would be more acceptable to our 
common People than French Brandy, provided 
the Importation was ſufficiently encouraged; then 

the Nation would be ſupplied with that Spirit at 
little 
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little or no Charge; for it would not coſt above 
12 d. Ster. per Gallon abroad, and in Rea- 
lity, it could not ſtand us in one Fiſth Part of 
that: For it is ſhewn in the following Diſcourſe, 
that Four Fiſths of all that is gained in the Plan- 
tations comes home to us. France above all other 
Nations is the worſt for England to trade with; 
it produces moſt Things neceſſary for Life, and 
wants very little either tor Luxury or Convenience, 
ſome few Materials excepted to help to carry 
on their Manufactures, the chief of which are 
Wooll, and ſome dying Stuffs. 
HENRY the Fourth eſtabliſhed their Lin- 
nen Manufacture ſo, that they have not only e- 
nough to ſupply themſelves, but export mighty 
Quantitics. e alſo encouraged the planting 
Mulberry-trees, and making of Silk, which is now 
brought to ſo great Perfection, that we are cre- 
dibly informed, they make within themſelves ſuf- 
ficient Quantities for carrying on all their Manu- 
factures; and not only ſo, but they have exported 
ſome of their thrown Silk, to be fold at Leghorn, 
which is ſaid, in all Reſpects, is as good as the 


beſt Silk made in Italy; ſo that what raw Silk 


they have from abroad, is in Returns for their 
Woollens and other Manufactures, which they 
ſend out again to Leghorn for a Market. 
They have laid down ſome of their beſt Lands 
for Paſturage to mend the Growth of their 


Wool: Thoſe. politcal and frugal Meaſures 


muſt make them the richeſt Nation in Eu- 
rope. 14. have modell'd every Thing ſo well, 
that they ſend out their Silk and Linnen Manu- 
factures moſtly of their own Product, and have the 
Returns again in Silver and Gold. Great Part in- 
deed of their Woollen Manufacture is carried 


= « 
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on with Spaniſh and Triſþ Wooll. What they im- 
port from Ireland might be prevented, if proper 
Care was taken; but inſtead of that there is a 
Duty of 19 9. Farthing per Stone laid upon all 


that comes to England: So that the French buy 


theirs in Ireland near 20 per Cent. cheaper than 


WC. 


C H A PF. VI 
TRADE between England and Flanders, 


LANDERS takes from us Serges, a few 
Flannels, a very few Stuffs, Sugar, 'To- 
bacco, Tin and Lead. | 
ENGLAND takes from them Fine Lace, 
Fine Cambricks and Cambrick Lawns, Flanders 
whited Linnens, Threads, Tapes, Incles, and di- 
vers other Commodities to a very great Value: But 


the Dutch having the Command of the Mouth of 


the Scheld, do thereby ſecure to themſelves in a 
un Meaſure the Paſſage of Goods to and from 

Janders through Holland; ſo that it is difficult 
to judge what the Balance we pay to them amounts 
to. But it is undoubtedly very conſiderable, we 
being their greateſt Cuſtomers tor thoſe Commo- 
dities; and yet they prohibit our Woollen Cloths, 
which, if freely admitted, tis thought would not 
__ to one Fifth Part of what we take from 
them. ä 


CHAP. VIII. 
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C HAP. VIII. 


TR A DE between England and Germany, 


| ERMANY takes from England Broads 

TI Cloth, Druggets, Long-Ells, Serges, and 
| ſeveral Sorts of Stuffs, Tobacco, Sugar, Ginger, 
Eaft-India Goods, Lin, Lead, and ſeveral other 
Commodities, the great Conſumption of which is 
in the Lower-Germany. ' 

ENGLAND takes from them prodigious 
Quantities of Linnen, Linnen-Varn, Kid-Skins, 
Iin-Plates, and a great many other Commodities. 

AccorDiNnG to the Cuſtom-Houſe Accounts, 
the Balance was thought to be in our favour 
when we were ſupplied by France with Linnens; 
but ſince the high Duty upon French Linnens, 


the Emperor and other Princes of Germany have 


gained that Manufacture, which has greatly en- 
riched them, and yet notwithſtanding thoſe t 
Advantages they have by importing their Lin- 
nens upon us, ſome of them have prohibited ſeveral 
Sorts of our Wollen ManufaQtures, and others have 

rohibited all, which gives them a very great Ba- 
ance upon us. 4 | 


— 


r. . 


TRADE between England, Norway and 
Denmark. 


ORW AY and Denmark take from Eng- 


land Guineas, Crown-Pieccs, and Bullion, 
a little Tobacco, and a few Courſe Wollens of 


ſmall. Value, 
ENGLAND 
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ENGLAND takes from Norway, &c. vaſt 
Quantities of Deal-Boards, Timber, Spars and 
Iron. We pay them a very great Balance, and 
their rebuilding great Ships of Burthen (deſtroyed 
in the War between them and Sweden) will again 
eſtabliſh them in the Navigation and Freight of 
their Timber, and will greatly increaſe their 
Balance upon us. | 


OY 3 


CHAP. X. 
TRADE between England and Sweden. 


8 WE DEN takes from England our Gold, 
Silver, and but a ſmall Quantity of the Ma- 
nufactures and Productions of England. 
ENGLAND takes from Sweden neat two 
Thirds of the Iron wrought up ot conſumed in the 
Kingdom, Copper, Boards, Mank, Sc. the Balance 
they drew from us amounted before the late War 
with Denmark, to between two and three Hun- 
dred Thouſand Pounds yearly, befide the Freight 
- _ own Product, Which we paid them for 
IKCWTIC, 


» 4 * of . - . 4 1 9933 bad * 


_ CHAP. XI. 
TRADE between England and Ruſſia. 
R“ SSTA takes from England fome Courſe- 


ufha - ther, 


Linnen-Cloth, Linnen- Yarn, 
| C Tallew, 
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Cloth, Long-Ells, Worſted-Stuffs, Tin, 
Lead, Tobaccoes, and a few other Commodities. 
ENGLAND takes from * „Flax, 
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( (8s) - 
Tallow, Furs, Iron, Potaſh, c. to an immenſe 
7 . Bar having no other Market to 2 to ww 
emp, Where any great Quantities may 
they are paid their own Nw tor what we take 
of them. 34 


— — * 1 —_ 2 1 
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7 RA DE between England and Holland. 
JOLLAND takes from England Broad- 
 64arhy Pruggets, Long-Ells, Stuffs of a 


produces; beſide all forts ot India and Turkey re- 

exported Goods, e Rice, Ginger, 

thy d four American Plantations. . 
NGLA 


titics of fine Hollands-Linnen, Threads, 


Value. According. to this View of the Trade 
with Holland, the Balance paid us is thrice as 
much as we recetve from cither Portugal or Spain. 
But when we conſider the great Number of Smug- 
ting-Ships that are employed between this King- 
dom and Holland, and the Supply we have from 
them of Pepper and all other "3.56 of India Spice, 
with Callicocs, Muſlins, In4ia Silks, and Romals, 
and other Manufactures of India, Coffee, Tea, 
China Ware, andvery great Quantities of Hol- 
lands and finc Lace, Cambricks, Dutch e 

elvets, 


(19) 
Velvets, and other wrought Silks, it is apt tofurniſh 
the thinking Part of Mankind with other Notions, 


* 


C. HAP. XIII. 
TRADE between England and Ireland. 


RELAND takes from England Fine 

1 Broad-Cloth, Rich Silks, Ribbons, Gold 

and Silver Lace, manufactured Iron and Cutlery 

Wares, Pewter, great Quantities of Hops, Coals, 

Dying Wares, Tobacco, Sugar, Ea/t-India 

Raw Silk, Hollands, and almoſt every 

oy they uſe, but courſe Linnens, courſe 
Woollens, and Eatables. 1 5 

ENGLAND takes from Ireland Woollen- 


Yarn, Linnen» Yarn, great Quantities of Wooll 


in the Fleece, tor —_—_— on our Manufactures, 
and employing our Poor, ſome 'Tallow : But that 
which es Ireland ſo very profitable to Enge 
land, is, that it is thought near One Third Part 
of the Rents of the whole belong to Engliſh 
Noblemen and Gentlemen that dwell here, belide 
the very large Sums that are ſpent for the Edu= 
cation of their Youth, By the great Number of 
Nobility and Gentry that reſort to the Engliſh 
Court, By thoſe who come to ſolicit for —— 
and Employments. There may be added to theſe 
the Sums of Money that are paid to Perſons that 
have Places and Penſions out of the Iriſßh Reve- 
nues, who reſide here; Beſide, they upon their 
Eftabliſhment maintain 10 or 12000 Men, who 

are always ready upon any — wat 4 3 H. 
Tur have an extraordinary Trade for their 
Hides, Tallow, Bel Butter, Cc. to 8 — 
3 al's 
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Flanders, France, Portugal and Spain, which en- 
ables them to make large Remittances to keep 
their Balance with us. 


CHAP. XIV. 
FRADE between England and the Sugar 
Plantations. 


UR Sugar Plantations take from England 
all Sorts of Cloathing, both Linnen, Silks, 


and Woollen, wrought Iron, Braſs, Copper; all 


Sorts of Houſhold Furniture, and a great Part of 
their Food; ſo that they are entirely dependent 
ON us. 

Tux ſend us Sugar, Ginger, and ſeveral Com- 
moditics, enough for our own Conſumption, and 
formerly we re-exported as much as brought in 
ſeveral Hundred "Thouſand Pounds yearly. They 
ſend us all the Bullion and Gold — can meet 
with, but rarely carry out any. And doubtleſs would 


produce a great many other Commodities, which 


we now have from India by way of Holland, as 
Cinnamon, Cloves, Nutmegs, Mace, Coffee, Sc. 
provided they were planted, and eflectual Care 
taken of them. | 


* | LE” 


er. X. 


TRADE between England and the To- 
bacco Plantations. 


T HE Tobacco Plantations take from Eng- 
1 Jand their Cloathing, Houſhold Goods, 
Iran Manufactures of all Sorts, Saddles, Bridles, 


Braſs 


(21) 


Braſs and Copper Wares, and notwithſtanding 
their dwelling among the Woods, they take their 
very Turners Wares, and almoſt every Thing elſe 
that may de called the Manufacture of England : 
So that indeed it is a very great Number of People 
that are employed to provide a ſufficient Supply 
of Goods for them, 

ENGLAND takes from them not only 
what Tobacco we conſume at Home, but very 
great Quantities for „ which may 
properly be ſaid to be the ſureſt Way of enriching 
this Kingdom, | | 


— — — — 


C HAP. XVI. 


TRADE betæveen England and Carolina. 


8 AROLINA lies in as happy a Climate 
as any in the World, from 32 to 36 De- 
grees of Northern Latitude. The Soll is gene- 
rally fertile: The Rice it produces is ſaid to 
be the beſt in the World, and no Country affords 
better Silk than has been brought from thence, 
though for Want of ſufficient Encouragement the 
Quantity imported is very ſmall. *Tis ſaid both 
Bohea and Green Tea have been raiſed there ex- 
traordinary good of the Kind. The Olive- tree 
om wild, and thrives very well, and might ſoon 
e improved ſo far as to ſupply us with large 
Quantities of Oyl, *Tis faid the Fly from whence 
the Cocheneal is made, is found very commonly ; 
and if Care was taken, very great Quantities mi ght 
be made. The Indigo "Pfane grows excecding 
well; and 'tis thought, if rightly improved, we 
might be ſupplied with both the aforcfaid Com- 
moditics, nt only to anſwer our Home Conſump- 
| . don, 
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tion, but with large Quantitics for Re-expc 
— The Country has Plenty of Iron Mine in 
— and would produce excellent Hemp and Flax, 
if Encouragement was given for railing it. It 
lies 7 convenient 3 ene Ame 
rica for carrying on the Ski e, upplyi 
the Indian Nations with Eugliſb Commodities 
The Rice Trade, ſince it hath been made an c- 
numerated Commodity, is under great Diſcou- 

; for it cannot be ſent directly to Por- 
tugal and Spain as formerly; and it will not bear 
the Charge of bringing home and Re-ſhipping, un- 
leſs it be at a Time when the Crops in the Mila- 
neſe and Egypt prove bad, 

Tux Enumeration was obtained by a Captain (a) 
of a Ship employed by a Company then trading to 
Carolina; for ſeveral Ships going from England 
thither, and purchaſing Rice for Portugal, preven- 
ted the aforeſaid Captain of a Loading, his 
coming home, he poſſeſſed a Member of Parliament 
{®), ac was very frequently employed to pre- 
pare Bills) with an Opinion that carrying Rice di- 
realy to Portugal was a Prejudice to the Trade 
of England, and privately got a Clauſe into an 
AQ // to make it an enumerated Commodity, 
by which Means he ſecured a Freight to himſelf; 

| But the Conſequence proved a vaſt Loſs to the 

Nation; and that Trade is not ſuppoſed to be 
one Third Part of what it might have been by this 
Time. Now this could not have happened, if 
that Gentleman who brought in that Clauſe had 
underſtood the Nature — Circulation of Trade, 
he would then have known, that it is much more 
the Intereſt of the Engliſh Merchant to fell his 
Rice in Portugal, and have the Money remitted 


thence, than it is to haye it brought to 1 
a an 


(a) Cole, (5) Mr, Lowndes, (% 3. 4 K. 4. Ad for con; 
tinaing che Dur on Low Wines, Coffee, Tea, fs, 


( 3) 
and afterwards ſhipp'd to Holland, Hambourg or 
Portugal ; tor the Difference in the Freight and 
Charges is at leaſt 50 per Cent. | 


N. B. As Carolina is like to become the Pro- 
rty of the Crown, the rich Grounds that 
ic under the Apulachean Hills, and through 
Virginia, &c. are inviting Places for raifi 
Silk, Hemp and Flax, the Air being accounted 
healthy and pure, and the Country is large e- 
nough to canton out into diſtinct Lots all the 
Inhabitants we ſhall be capable of ſending, from 
whence they will have the Convenience of ſen- 
ding all their Goods down by Navigable Ri- 
vers, which would alſo be a Security to our 
Frontiers againſt the Incroachments of the 
French who lie on the other Side thoſe Moun- 
tains, 


—_ —_ * _— 


G HK :- 
TRADE between England and Penſilyania, 

L. mate ve within Forty Years has 
u 


—— 


made wonderful Improvements; they have 
ilt a large and regular City, they have cleared 
great Tracts of Land, and raiſed very great Quan- 
tities of Wheat and other Proviſions, and they 
have by Way of Famaica beat out a very great 
Trade for their Corn and Proviſions to the Spaniſh 
Weft-Indies; and if this Trade be properly nurs d 
up, it may draw the Spaniſh Coaſt very much to 
depend on us for a Supply of Flower, Bisket, Oc. 
which may be of great Advantage to us. 

Ir is already attended with that good Conſe- 
uence, that it hath ſupplied them with Gold and 
tlver, which is frequently brought home by our 

trading Ships from thence, and has very much en- 


larged 


( 24 ) 
lurged theit Demands upon us for Broad-cloth, 
Kerlies, Druggets, Serges, Stuffs, and Manufac- 
tures of all Sorts. . 

Tur ſupply the Sugar Plantations with Pipe 
and Barrel-Staves, and other Lumber, with Flower, 
Bisket, Pork, c. But this is not ſufficient for their 
Ctoathing, and therefore are forced to make ſome- 


thing by theix own Labour and Induftry to an- 
fer that End. 


2 4.3. 2 oat x a . 4 * 


CHAP. XVII. 


TRADE between England, New-Jer- 
ſey and New-York. 


HE. Provinces of New-Ferſey and Neu- 

York produce much the ſame with Peuſil- 

dania, and their Traffick is much the ſame ; we. 
have what Money they can raiſe to buy our Manu- 
taQtures for their Cloathing, and what they fur- 
ther want, they are forced to manufacture tor 
themſelves as the aforeſaid Colonics do. | 


- FR 1 W 


C HA P. XIX. 


TRADE between England and Neu- 
England. 


EN - ENGLAND takes from us all 

- Sorts of Woollen Manutactures, Linnen, 
Haberdathery, Cc, To raiſe Money to pay for 
what they take of us, they are forced to viſit the 
5paniſ Coaſts, where they pick up any Commo- 
"Oe . duty 


(x5) 


dity they can trade for: carty Lumbet and 
Pro kom _—— ith e . 
roviſion with the Cut- 
ters at Campeac hey. They ſend Pipe and Bar- 
rel-Staves, and im to Spain, Portugal, and 
the 3 They ſend Pitch, Tar and Tur- 
tine to En avs 5g with ſome Skins: But all 
— fall very ſhort of purchaſing 
— Cloathing in — and therefore what 
other Neceſſaries they want, they are forced to 
manufacture for themſelves, as the aforementioned 
Colonies. 
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CHAP. XX. 
TRADE between England and Africa, 


UR Trade with Africa is very profitable 
O to the Nation in general; it has this Ad- 
vantage, that it carries no Money out, and not only 
ſupplies our Plantations with Servants, but brin 
in a great Deal of Bullion for thoſe that are ſold 
to the Spaniſh Weft=Indies, beſide Gold Duſt, and 
other Commodities, as Red- wood, Teeth, Guinea 
Grain, Sc. ſome of which are re-ex rted. The 
ſapplying our Plantations with Negtoes is of 
that extraordinary Advantage to us, that the 
Planting Sugar and Tobacco, and _—_—— 
Trade there could not be fupported without 

hem; which Plantations, as 7 have elſewhere 
obſerved, are the great Cauſes of the Increaſe of 
the Riches of the ingdom. 'There has been great 
Struggles by the African Company to engroſs that 
Trade to themſelves ; by hl Motte 


ee og 
not only prevent the * Profits that are 2 


626 
into the Nation by the Trade private Adventu- 
rers drive thither, but would allo he one great 
Means of ruining our Plantations ; for, as I have 
already obſerved, our Plantations arc ſupported by 
the Labour of Slaves, and our Profit 2 more 
or leſs, according to the Numbers there employ- 
ed; and as the Trade is now drove on by private 
Adventurers, they 2 it with all imaginable 
Vigour, and the Planters have not only very 
great Numbers of Slaves brought in, but they 
are alſo afforded them at moderate Prices. But if 
this Trade ſhould fall into the Hands of the Com- 

any, the Management, I am afraid, would be as it 
n in ſome other Companies, carried on to the 
enriching particular Perſons, who too often trade 
away the Company's . Eſtates; whereas private 
Traders put themſelves into all Methods of Fru- 
gality, Induſtry and good ement; which 
indeed evidently appears by the "I rade the Com- 
drove and what private Adventurers have 
one, For the Company at beſt, by what I ap» 
F never traded for above Five or Six Thou- 
d Negroes ycarly, whercas private Adventu- 
rers have traded tor "Thirty Thouſand or up- 
wards: And if eyer our Trade ſhould come 
to be put under a Company, I ſhall take it for 
granted, that our Improvements in the Planta- 
tions, which is carried on by the Labour of Ne- 
grocs, would ſoon decline. | 


CHAP. XXI. 


1 
875 "CHAP. EIXL 
TRA DE between England and Eaſt-India. 


S the teſt ires, and the vaſteſt 
—— Pecos wn found in that Part 
of the World called 4/ia, I was ready to f 
my Thoughts upon the Notions ſome have of the 
Adv that might be draun to us by 
the Induſtry of the Engliſh Nation in trading from 
one Kingdom to another; but conſidering, That 
Trade is limited by Charter, I ſhall only touch 
upon ſome Particulars, We ſend very great Quan- 
tities of Bullion thither, as well as ſome Manu= 
factures of this Kingdom, which purchaſe there, 
at very low Prices, the Products and Manufac- 
tures of India and China, which are brought home 
in our own Navigation, out of which 1 cane | 
ſelves with Muſlins, Callicoes, and other on 
Cloaths, ſufficient for our own Conſumption as al- 
ſo with Coffec, Tea, and Raw Silk, and it is 
ſuppoſcd, ſell to Foreigners as many of the ſaid 
ities as repay for all the Bullion ſhipp'd 
out, and leave with us beſide a very conſiderable 
Balance upon that Trade. 
BEMGEAL Raw Silk is bought at very low 
Prices there, and is very uſeful in carrying on the 
Manufactures of this Kingdom. | 
CHIN A Silk is of cxcellent Staple, and 
comes at little above one Third of the Price of 
Italian Piedmont Silk. The Duty of Bengal Raw 
Silk being one Third more, and Chi ua near three 
Times as much as that of Italian, hinders our 
being ſupplicd fo fully as we ought, and is a great 
Damage to the Nation; for we pay the Duke of 
Savoy all ready Money for what we have from him, 
D 2 which 


(38) 


which as effectually drains us of our Bullion as the 
India or China Trade does; with this Aggravati- 


on, that almoſt Three Pounds of Ching Silk may 
be purchaſed for the Money that one Pound of 
Piedmont Silk coſts us. 


AL ruc' Silver is not ſent out directly to Pied- 


mont, as it is to India, yet in Fact it is the ſame * 


Thing; for the Balance of ſome other Trade is 
carried thither, which otherwiſe would be remit- 
ted to us, renee 

Tax Silk of China will anſwer in moſt Reſpects 
the Uſe of Italian Silk, provided we could be 
ſupplied with the fine Raw Silk of which they 
ya their Damasks, Sattins, and other fine 


Manufactures, which by the Curioſity of thoſe 


Silks, muſt come up to the Goodneſs of Italian 
Silk. 
Tax China Silk that we commonly receive, is 
urchaſed at Canton, the neareſt Port we trade to 
China; but their fine Silk is made in the Pro- 
vinces of Nankin and Chekiam, where their fine 
Manufactures are carried on, and where prodigi- 
ous Quantities of Raw Silk are made, and the beſt 
in all China. We have never imported any of the 
ſuperfine here, but two or three Ships have brought 
extraordinary good, the beſt of which, we are in- 
formed, was brought from Amoy; and doubtleſs 
if Encouragement was given for the Impor- 


tation of that fine Silk, it might be thrown 


here, and our Manufactures carried on at a ſmall 
Expence to the Nation; the Countries of Chekiam 
and Nantin that produce it, are much to the 
Northward of the Places we now trade to, and 
near Chuſun, about Five or Six Hundred Miles 
to the Northward of Canton, an Iſland in which 


we formerly had a Factory, and were admitted 


to trade, 


Trar 
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Tray Country is very cold in Winter, and 1 
have been informed ſome of our woollen Goods 
have ſold very well there, eſpecially our Calli- 
mancoes and Long-Ells. 

Bes1Des, the Countries of Chekiam and Nan- 
kin are near the Heart of the Empire, where 
the greateſt Trade is drove; and Nankin being 
the Metropolis of Trade in that Country, as 
London is in England, ſhe ſends out her Manu- 
factures and Merchandize to Canton, as we do to 
Bri ſtol, and other Out-Ports. But as Canton is 
the neareſt Port, ſome Captains and Supercargoes 
raiſe Objections againſt going further down the 
Coaſt, —— that it is a difficult Pilotage, and 
in Danger of loſing their Paſſage back that Year ; 
that the Mandarins and other Officers impole 
upon them, which makes it difficult to trade with 

them. But when private Traders had Liberty 

to go to China, they were of another Opinion ; 
they went to thoſe Places where they could get 
moſt Money ; and the People of Chuſan, (where 
the Merchants of Nankin, as well as of Ham- 
chen and Nimpo, (two other great trading Cities, 

lodge great Quantities of Merchandize, ) would 
be as ready to cultivate a Correſpondence with 
our Captains and Supercargoes as the People of 

Canton are ; and it is hoped we may find as 

much Encouragement to trade to thoſe Parts as 

we now do to Canton, their Intereſt being the 

{ame among them all, A Trade of this Nature 

cannot be — — good and pru- 

ime muſt do that. me 

of our ingenious Gentlemen have found that ſe- 
veral of our Commodities, as well as our Woollens, 
would do very well towards the Heart of China; 
and to ſpeak freely, every Lover of his Country 
ought to have the Advantage thereof in View, -- 
| wel 
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(30) | 
well as his own private Gain. If this Trade 
could be fixed, and any Quantities vended in that 
vaſt Country, and the fine Silk aboye-mentioned 
imported, it would exceedingly add to the Pro- 
fits we already receive by the India Trade, 
and bring thole Advantages with it, that may 
enable us to vye with any Kingdoms in Europe 
in the Silk Manufactures; for as Cheapneſs and 
Goodneſs always give Preference, Silk fo im- 
from Ching would anſwer in both Re- 
pets. And it is to be hoped, Improvements of 
this Kind — — readily 3 the 
5 | an table ce to 
2 well as to the Nation in general, 
Tux Licenſes given by the Company to private 
Merchants, to carry on a coaſting Trade in In- 
dia, hath been of great Advantage to this Na- 
tion, and ſeveral Merchants that tranſported 
themſelves thither, have by that Means been en- 
abled not only to pay Debts here, but alſo put 
themſelves into à Way of raiſing Fortunes for 
themſelves and Families. 


C ²˙A-lJ¼v ̃̃́ ̃ 
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C HAP. XXII. 


French Faſbions pernicious to England. 


CARCELY any thing is more ſurprizin 
8 than our F bor French Fa 4 Mo 
Colbert, that great and able Minifter, faw how 
much we were attached to them. It fo far pre- 
vailed in the Reign of King Charles the Second, 
that our Faſhionmongers were forced to go to 
France ſeveral Times in the Year to fee what was 
fit for our Court and Quality to wear; which 

| QCcay 


«6s. 


2 


( 31 1 


occaſioned the laying out of large Sums of Mo- 
ney in the rich Silk FA a. of that King- 


dom. 

As ſoon as thoſe Silks came over, our Wea- 
vets got the Faſhion, and made Silks to the 
French Patterns ; but before they could diſpoſe 

of them, the French artfully invented other new- 

faſhion d Silks, which prevented the Sale of thoſe 

made here, and diſco the Engliſh Manu- 

facturers by changing Faſhions ſo often upon them, 

that they could make very little of the Silk Ma- 

nufacture here in that King's Reign. 

Uro a Debate concerning the Improvement 
of Trade and Commerce in France, the King 
being preſent, a Trade to the * es was 

ropoſed, as well as ſeveral other Improvements. 
We are told Monſ. Colbert deliver d his Thoughts, 
That the moſt ſpeedy Way of increaſing the 
Riches-of the Kingdom, was the finding out of 
Manufactures for employing the Poor, and ſet- 
ting the idle People to work. That as Flax, 
Silk, and Wooll, were the moſt conſiderable, 
he ſhould as much as le produce thoſe 
Commodities in his own Country : And as Ma- 
nufactures came to be made and worn in his Court, 
the Engl Nation would fall into the wearing of 
them alſo, which would be the moſt certain way 
of enriching his Kingdom, and abundantly ex- 
ceed all the Advantages that could be expected 
by an India Trade: Accordingly they were put 
to Work. The French King i to ſet an 
Example, would wear nothing but what was the 
Man re of Frauce; ſo fond was he of promo- 
ting them, that even upon the Death of his Mo- 
ther, when he was told they wanted Engliſh Cloth 
for Mourning, he poſitively forbad his Court from 
wearing any other than the Manufacture of 


France, 


# 


(32) 
France, immediately ordered a Suit to be made 
for himſelt, and when put on, defired his Cour- 
tiers __ e 8 8 ar well it fitted, and 
which of his Subj ought 1t not en 
for them; and 1 ſaid took — — 
thoſe who appeared carlieſt in Cloth or Stuff 
their own manufacturi | why 

Ueon the Acceſſion of King William to the 
'Throne, the Parliament of England made Laws 
with great Penalties on ſuch as - ſhould trade or 
deal in French Alamodes or Luftrings, in order 
to cſtabliſh that Manufacture here, 

The French King, on the other Hand, gave 
all imaginable Encouragement to his Manufacturers 
at Lyons, &c. and to the Smugglers to carry on 
the Trade, and run them into England. hen 
a whole Knot was broke, he gave at one Time 
as we have been well aſſured, Forty Thouſand 
Piſtoles to ſupply them with a new Stock, and 
ſupport the carrying on that Trade. . 

T being a difficult thing to give thoſe Silks a 
proper Luſtre, and the Luſtring 22 havi 
got a Refugee, a Maſter at the Bufineſs, the Frenc 
being informed of it, were never quiet till they 
had tempted him away into Switzerlaud ; (tor 
being a Proteſtant he would not go into France) 
when they had him there he was ſoon put out of 

the Way, and never heard of afterwards. 

Mus lrxs having obtained to be the general 
Wear of Europe, and the Engliſh Eaſt=India 
Company having the Importation of the greateſt 
Quanrities of ſaperfine Muſlins, had not only the 
Advantage of wearing what was neceſſary for 
Home Conſumption, at a very ſmall Expence, 


but exported large Quantities to moſt of the 
Countries of Europe, | 
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Tax French Nation was fond of wearing Muſ- 
lins to an extraordinary Degree, ſo that it be- 
came the general Faſhion in France. This occa- 
ſioned their laying aſide Gentings and Cambricks 
of their own Manufacture. In England there 
was hardly ſuch a Thing worn then, except a 
lirtle for Pocket Handkerchicf, The French 
King, who watch'd all Opportunities for impro- 
ving the Trade of his Country, grew very uncaſy 
to {ce the wearing of Muſlins prevail fo much in 
his Kingdom, and did all he could by his own 
Example, and other Methods, to encourage the 
Confamption of Gentings Cambricks, Sc. but 
he found the Work ſo difficult, that he was 
forced from time to time to renew his Edits. 

A ſevere Edict was ſet forth the gth of Auguſt 
1709, another the 28th of April 1710, and ano- 
3 March 1712 ; but being too 
weak to effect the Work, he ſet forth another the 
11th of June 1714, in which the Penaltics in the 
former Acts are enumerated, and a great Fine 
laid the Wearer, One Edict after another 
brought the People at laſt into the wearing of 
Cambricks, Cc. | | 

By the Time the Peace was ſettled between 
England and France, an over fond Inclination 
in Multitudes to ſee the French Court car- 
ried them thither : They that were firſt Maſters 
of French Faſhions thought they had tound out a 
great Secret, and turning — / mga as much as 
poſſible into Frenchmen in their Modes and Dreſs, 
they came home, and gave large Accounts of 
what was worn at the French Court, and among 
the reſt, that Muſlins were out of Faſhion, and 
Cambricks altogether in Wear; and as a Demon 
ſtration thereof, ſhew'd their Cambrick Neck- 
cloths, Ruffles, Egc. _ tor them in hong 
| 4 HE 


| - wel 

Tux Sight of theſe French Faſhions operated 
wonderfully npon the Minds of Numbers of our 
People, and nothing would fatisfy them but the 
ſame Dreſs: This ſoon diffuſed itſelf over the 
Nation; thus French Faſhions, after they had 
been diſuſed during the War, crept in, and Muſ- 
lins, that coſt but a #Trifle in India, brought 
Home in our own Navigation, (beſides a, vaſt 
Quantity for Re- exportation) was thruſt -out of 
| Wear at Home, and diſcouraged by our Ex- 

ample abroad; and Lawns and Cambricks, that 

colt from Five to Twenty Shillings per Yard, 
became our general Wear, for no other Reaſon 
but becauſe the French wore them. 5 

Tux have been improving the Growth o 
Mulberry-Trees, and increafing the Produce of 
their Silk ever ſince Henry the Fourth's Time; 
and in Lewis the Fourteentłhs Time, Monſ. Col- 
bert continued the Improvement thereof with 
great Suceeſs, and made that extraordinary Pro- 
greſs therein, that they now raiſe enough to carry 
on their Manufactures with their own Silk, as we 
do ours with our Wooll ; and tho' Silk Manu- 
factures were heretofore chiefly the Wear of Wo- 
men, they found it their Intereſt to run into the 
making of Silk Garments for Men alſo, In the 
Summer their Nobility and Gentry wear Silk 
Grograms and Paduaſoys for Coats, Waſtcoats, 
and Breeches, -and in the Winter Velvets ; 
doubtleſs being very ſenſible, whatever Faſhions 
were invented in France, would foon be fallen 
into by the Engliſh Nation. 4 uh 

Tur French are very ſenſible of the Aſcen- 
dancy they have over us in this Refpet. How 
tew have we that go into France, if they make 
any Stay there, but come dreſs'd up in French 


Stuffs and French Airs: But if any of the French 
d COME 
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come here, the meaneſt of them ſcorn to take up 
any of our Engliſh Faſhions. 
Tars is a moſt ſubſtantial Reaſon that we 


ſhould not e forcign Nations to ſend to us 
for new Faſhions, or faſhionable Goods; the 
' French, our itors in Trade, can tell them 


with Plcaſure, the Engliſh have them all from 
France, It was certainly a Maſter-piece in the 
French to keep this Nation dependant on them 
tor their Faſhions ; how little ſocver ſome may 
think of this, it has drawn many "Thouſand 
Pounds yearly into France, and leſſened our 
Trade with foreign Nations. 
1 might give many other Inſtances to ſhew the 
many Arts the Freuch have uſcd to gain a Place 
with thoſe Nations they trade withal, and if they 
ot effect it by one Means, they arc never at 
reſt till they can by another, 


Ir is very well known, the Spaniards always 
hated the Levity natural to the French, and therc= 


fore all their Art and Skill could never induce 
them to quit their grave Habits, Cloaks of Bays, 
and the reſt of the Spaniſh Garb, to put on Freu b 
Faſhions ; and as they could not draw them over 


to wear their Stuffs and Manufactures, we fce the 


Pains they took to place one of the Houſe of Boyr- 


tiers have taken great Pains to change the Affecti- 
ons of the Spaniards from their own Dreſs into 
that of the French. The ſame Methods they take 
with the Indians, which lic on the Back of our 


Settlements from the River Miſſiſippi to the Ri- 


yer Canada, and ſo down to Cape Briton, 

As they made Uſe of Cardinal Portacarero to 
draw oyer the 1 to receive a King from 
Frauce, the leſſer Prieſts are placed among the [= 
diaus, to draw them * into Amity and Affection 

Wo | * 4 


bon 55 the Spaniſh Throne, whoſe French Cour- 
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to them; they perſuade as many as poſſible to 
be of the F —_ Religion ; they oblige their 
People to marry with the Indians; and where 
they cannot draw them into French Cuſtoms, they 
fall into theirs, They uſe all Manner of Arts to 
expreſs their Kindneſs to ſuch as come into their 
Religion; and in ſhort, they take all Meaſures to 
become one __ It is faid to be otherwiſe in 
our Colonies, eſpecially New-England, &c, For 
we are told, after they have perſuaded ſome of 
them to embrace their Religion, inſtead of winning 
Ways to gain upon their Affections, they often 
- deride them from being Indians If it be 

Fact, as I am afraid it is, it is Pity thoſe People 
were not better inſtructed; and if our People can- 
not come up to the engaging Ways the French 
eaſt that good Manners were ſhewn to 
them. 


_ — 2 — 


CHAP, XXIII. 


Propqſtions for better regulating and em- 
Ploying the Pair, © 


| S TI have mentioned ſeveral! Inconveniencies 
and Obſtructions to our Trade and Com- 
merce, I ſhall now ſpeak of ſome Methods to re- 
medy the ſame, and ſhew wherein the Manufac- 
tures, Trade, and Navigation of this Kingdom 
may be enlarged, 
ne firft and greateſt will be in finding effectu- 
al Ways for employing our Poor, and putting all 
the Hands to work, either at Home or in the 
Plantations, who cannot ſupport themſelves; and 
as in the following Diſcourſe I have had in View 
the raiſing and producing great Plenty of _ 
| ria 
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rials in our Plantations for ſetting the Poor to 
Work, the ſeveral Emplo ariſing from 
Hemp, Flax, Silk, Sc. will afford ſuch Varicty, 
that there will be enough, not only for the robuſt 
and ſtrong, but for the weakly, and even for Chil- 
dren; and doubtleſs a good Example and Perſe- 
verance in the Rules of Induſtry will change the 
very Inclinations of thoſe idle vagrant Perſons, 
who now run about the Kingdom, and ſpend their 
Time and what Money they can any Way come 
at upon their Debauches. We fee all wiſe Go» 
vernments have and do follow this Practice: The 
Dutch have drought their Poor under ſuch Re- 


ons that there is ſcarcely a Beggar to be 


in the whole United Provinces ; tor that no 
other Nation may under-work them, they take 
all imaginable Care to keep all Materials for Ma- 
nufactures as low as poſſible, and lay their Taxes 
upon ſuch Things as the People cannot ſubſiſt with- 
out, as Eatables, Firing, 2 well knowing 


that Hunger and Cold will make * work to 


ſupply their Neceſſities. Flanders and Hambourg 


purſue the ſame Meaſures, for ſuppreſſing Idle- 


neſs and Beggary. _ Elizabeth made good 
Laws for reſtraining Vagrants, ſturdy Beggars, 
and all looſe, idle, diſorderly People, b erecting 
Work-houſes in ſcveral Counties of the Kin gdom, 
to keep them to hard Labour.. But it 1s ſaid the 
Laws in Force do not impower the Maſters of 
Work-houſes to adminiſter Correction to ſuch as 
will not work, which it is hoped will now be 


rectified. Notwithſtanding this was not provided 


for, her wiſe Miniſtry had conſidered the Advan- 
tages that would accrue to the Nation, by reform- 
ing the looſe Manners of the meaner People, and 
employing them in ſuch profitable Works and 
Manufactures as would enrich the Kingdom, and 


— OE IT OY gone 


AO. 1. 2 


ace — 4 
* x* — 5 


= OE II. 6... 


r ole oe Oo Be — 


— 
. 


= - 
1 1 3 —ü—— — — — — — 
— = 5 4 + SG Ta — 
* — w = _ 
=_ wy — — t 
j 


— . 
. 
wy 
= - 
— 


(38). 
render it conſiderable, by enlarging our Trade, 


and ſupplying Foreign kets with our Wool- 
len Goods, and other Products of the Nation; for 
the turning the Practice of this Sort of People 
from Idleneſs to Labour, is alſo turning their 
Minds and Inclinations from Lewdneſs to Virtue, 
Ir has been remarked by our Clothiers and o- 
ther Manufacturers, that when Corn has been 
cheap they have had great Difficulty to get their 
Spinning and other Work done; for the Poor 
could buy Proviſion enough with two or three 
Days Wages to ſerve them a Week, and would 
yu the reſt in Idleneſs, Drinking, Gc. But when 
has been dear, they have been forced to ſtick 
all the Week at it; and the Clothiers have had 
more Work done with all the Eaſe that could be 
defired, and the conſtant Application to Buſineſs 
Has fixed their Minds ſo much to it, that ey | 
have not only had Money enough to purchaſc 
Food, but alſo to provide themſelves with Cloaths 
and other Neceſſaries, whereby to live comfor- 
tably. Some few other Regulations were added 
in the Reign of King Fames the Firit, as well as 
1 in the Reigns of King Charles the Firſt and Second, 
il and good ones were added in the Reigns of 
| Ki 22 and Queen Anne, for — | 
| ns : 
| the former Laws, and keeping the Poor to their 
0 2 Settlements, ſtrictly 28 the Juſtices 
| | of Peace, Conſtables, and other Officers, to put 
j the ſeveral Laws in Execution, and for levying 
=. ſandry Fines to which they yere liable. But not» 
N withſtanding we have ſo many excellent Laws, 
1 great Numbers of ſturdy Beggars, looſe andjvagrant 
| | Perſons, infeſt the Nation, but no Place more than 
. the City of London and Parts adjacent. If any Per- 
4 ſon is born with any Defect or Deformity, or 
| maimed by Fire or any other Caſualty, or by any 
$0: 31 1nNyctcs 
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inveterate Diſtemper, which renders them miſerable 
Objects, their Way is open to London, where they 


have have free Liberty of ſnewing their nauſeous 


Sights to territy People, and foree them to give 
Money to get rid of them; and thoſe Vagrants have 
for many Years paſt removed out of ſeveral Parts 
of the three Kingdoms, and taken their Stations 
in this Metropolis, to the Inte 
ſation and Buſineſs. This muſt proceed from the 
very great Neglect of the inferior Officers in and 


about this City, who ought to put the Laws in 


Execution; for in thoſe Places where Magiſtrates 
take Care to keep Conſtables and other Officers 
to their Dut 3 
this Kind, eſpecially where there ate Work-houſes. 

Tun Magiſtrates of Briffol have that City un- 


der ſuch excellent Regulation, that Foreign 


Beggars dare not appear; they are not troubled 
with obnoxious Sights, ſo common with us ; their 
Work-houſes are terrible enough to them; for as 


ſoon as any of them are eſpied in the City, they 


arc taken up and — : where-ever Work- 
houſes have been built (if well directed) the Pa- 


riſh Rates have been much leſſened; and doubt- 


leſs when the Maſter of the Work-houſe, and o- 
thers under him come to be experienced in the ſe- 
veral Employments the Poor are put-to, and per- 
form their Duty with Integrity, there will be 


little Occaſion to waſte the Pariſh Money u 


Perſons that are able to work ; and even Chil 
would. ſoon come to ſpin or do ſomething for a 
Maintainance. The key Work-houſc in the 
City of London is an Example of this Kind; the 
r Orphans among them, as well as the Children 
of ſuch Poor as are not able to ſubſiſt them, are put 
to their Work-houſe, where they are taught to 


read and write certain Hours of the Days 


ion of Conyer= - ' 


have little or no Trouble of 
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(40)- 
and at other Times arc put to ſpin, or other Em- 
ployments; and it is found by Experience, that 
the Children who can change their oy Rm 


from their Books to their Spinning, Ec, are as 
well fatisfied therewith, as if they had fo much 
Time allowed them for Play; the Emulation 
_—_— mon rent gen Doe to be as _—_ 
by them, ve as a 
fs 20 excel one another, a other Cillaren have 
at their moſt pleaſing Diverfions. And as the Na- 
tion has found great Advantage by thoſe Work- 
houſes which have been cftabl AR of Par- 
lament, it is great Pity that fo kot an In- 
ſtitution was not made general thro' the Nation, 
that ſo there mi qt ms —_— for any Beggar 
foa a "3 ils Ir xample 18 VS 1 
wry the what they get by begging is condared 
commonly in Ale-houſes, Grn-thops, Oc. and one 
drunken Beggar is an Inducement to a great many 
to follow the ſame Trade. No Body is more de- 
firous the Poor ſhould be plentifully provided for 
than my ſelf; and if the preſent Allowance ts not 
_ fufficient, it would de much better to augment it, 
and bring them to live in a mote regular Way, 
than to ſuffer thoſe Strollers to go about beggin 
from Door to Door. I have ſeen a little Boo 

writ by that worthy Father of his Country, 

Sir Matthew Hale, whercin he lays down Pro- 
poſitions for erecting Work-Houſes, vis. That 

the Juſtices at their Quarter-Seſſions might diſ- 

tribute the Pariſhes in their feveral 9 ' 

into ſeveral Diviſions, in each of which there 

might be a Work-Houſe for the Uſe of their re- 

ſpective Diviſions, that is to fay, two, three, four 

or five Pariſhes to a Work- Houſc, according to 

the Greatneſs or Smallneſs of the Pariſhes wherein 
they are placed. There are ſcveral other | an 
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Rules laid down by him for the Government of 
ſuch Work-Houſes, and for ſetting the Poor to 
Work, with Methods for raiſing a Stock for em- 
ploying them, which might be improved to the 
very great Advantage of the Publick; however, 
where the People are in the greateſt Diſtreſs, there 
is moſt Occaſion to begin; and there is no Place 
ſo immediately ſtands under a Neceſſity of being 
relieved from thoſe Vagrants as the City of Lon- 
Aon, and adjacent Parts, as is before hinted. If 
the Work-houſe in Biſbopſgate Street is not large 
enough for holding and correcting all thoſe diſor- 
derly Perſons, it is Pity but another Work-houſe 
was added for the City, and that every large Pa- 
riſh round the City was obliged to build one for 
receiving of their own Poor, as well as for cor- 
recting all thoſe Strollers. The Difficulty will be 
to find out a Method for better putting the Laws 
in Execution. I muſt confeſs I think the Error 
is in depen ing upon Conftables ; they are Men of 
Buſineſs, and have Families to ſupport ; none of 
them take the Office upon them but.with Regret; 

and if they can find Money, rather buy off than 
ſerve in their own Perſons ; if they are forced to 


ſerve, when the Laws againſt Vagrants ſhould be 


pet in Execution, the Conſtable is about his own 
uſineſs; and, if poſſible, will not be found. I 
therefore think that the Conſtable ſhould not be 
depended upon in this Caſe, but that the whole 
Care ſhould be committed to the Beadle of every 
Ward, and their Under-Beadles, with an Augmen- 
tation of their Salaries, to make it worth their 
while to put the Laws in Execution againſt all 
ſuch looſe People: And, as I have obſerved, our 
Tradeſmen commonly Fine off, if they can, from 
ſerving Conſtable ; on the contrary, the Place of 
Beadle of a Ward is a Place of Value, and very 

=: much 
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much ſollicited for, and Men of good Characters 
are recommended to it. The like Struggle is 
made in Pariſhes upon Choice of their Beadle ; 
and if the Beadle of cach Pariſh had alſo a 
further Allowance for keeping the Pariſhes 
clear of Beggars, in my Opinion it would be 
the liklieſt Way effeQtually to remedy the 
rrcat Diſorder we are now under. By the preſent 
* every Perſon that takes up a Vagrant is in- 
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I | titled to the Sum of Two Shillings, to be paid by 
4 14 | the Conſtable : Now if the Beadle was directed 
1 | | to pay the faid Two Shillings, inſtead of the Con- 
I ſtable, and the Church Warden to repay him, and 
N charge it in his Parifh Account, and the ſaid 

10 Beadle to carry ſuch Beggar or other Vagrant to 
1 the Work-houſe, there to be fet to Work, it 
would undoubtedly clear the Street of ſuch Va- 
rants; and the Beadle ſhould be ſubjected to a 
| Penalty it he did not exert his utmoſt Endeavour 
to take up fuch ſtrolling Beggars, upon Informa- 
tion given him of ſuch being ſeen in his Ward, 
and even to be turned out ot his Place for con- 
tinued Neglects; and doubtleſs every Alderman 
in the City would nN ſo neceſſary a Re- 
gulation, and ſee that his Beadle does his Duty, 
and keeps his Ward clear of ſuch Vagrants. But 
as to thoſe Creatures that go about the Streets to 
thew their maim'd Limbs, nauſeous Sores, ſtump 
Hands or Feet, or any other Deformity, I am of 
Opinion, that they are by no Means Objects fit 
to go abroad; and confi cring the Frights and 
E Imprethons which ſuch horrid Sights 
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ave given to pregnant Women (and ſometimes 
even to the disfiguring of Infants in the Womb) 
ſhould move all tender Husbands to deſire the 
Redreſs of this Enormity, and to look upon this 
as a Charity ſit to be provided for in the firſt 
| YL Fe; 


— 


per Hundred; and. fince that 
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Place, by erecting an Hoſpital on Purpoſe for re- 
cciving and ſtrictly confining ſuch People from all 
Parts of the Nation, who wander about to extort 
Money by expoſing thoſe diſmal Sights; and as it 
is probable, that one large Houſe would reccive 
92 ſupport all ſuch miſerable Objects; ſome 
ſmall Addition might be made to the Pariſh Rates, 
or ſome National Collection ordered to anſwer 
that Charge, and all Counterfcits (as there are 
many) of this Kind deſerve to be tranſported. 


C HAP. XXIV. 


Increaſe of the Home Conſumption of Sugar 
very great. Re-exportation ſunk to litthe 
or nothing. The Remedy propoſed. 


E gain'd the Sugar Trade from the Portu- 

gueſe, who ſupplicd moſt Part of Europe 
with their Brazil Sugars. According to Sir Fo- 
ſiab Child's Account, they commonly imported 
into Europe One Hundred, or One Hundred and 
Twenty Thouſand Cheſts annually, and ſold their 
Whitcs from Seven to Fat Pounds per Hun- 
dred; but as the Eugliſb Plantations increaſed in 


making Sugars, they brought the Price of thoſe 


of the Brazils to Fifty . or Three Pounds 
ime we have beat 

them out of almoſt all that Trade on this Side 
the Streights=Mouth : But ſtill they have a con- 
ſiderable Trade up the Levant, which is ſecured 
to them by being ſo much nearer. thoſe Markets 
than we; and our Turkey Merchants, as I am 
informed, buy conſiderable Quantitics of them, 
as well as of the French at Marſeilles, which they 
F 2 tranſport 
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(44) 
tranſport to Turkey, But. before we could beat 
the Bruni] Sugars out of thoſe Parts of Europe, 
our Planters of Barbadoes and other Iſlands 
were forc'd to ſell theirs ſo low as Six, Seven, or 
Eight Shillings per Hundred ; and the low Price 


the Engliſh fold theirs at iſcouraging the Brazil 
Planters from going on, and putting them upon 
other Methods of Buſineſs, they happened to find 
out their Mines of Gold, which have ſucceeded 
beyond Expectation. The Conſumption of Su- 
gars increaſing, gave us an Opportunity of raiſing 
ours exceedingly. 
Turs Advance of Sugars encouraged the 

French to inlarge their Plantations at Martinico, 
Guardulapa, &c. from whence France had not 
only 1 Supply for their own Conſumpy 
tion, but brought a conſiderable Treaſure into 
that Kingdom. 

Ius Succeſs put the French upon ſeizing Part 
of the Iſland of Hiſpaniola, which being very 
fertile, and proper for Sugar, inclined ſome 
Planters to ſettle there ; but wanting Stocks to 
tranſport themſclves and to erect Works, we are 
told the King paid for the Paſſage of all ſuch as 
were willing to ſettle themſelves and Families in 
thoſe Colonies, with an Allowance for Proviſions 
and other Neceſſaries for maintaining them a 
whole Year after their Arrival, beſides other 
Jarge Encouragements ; which ſoon put them up- 
on making ſuch Quantities of Sugar, that they 
have of late Years generally underſold us in the 
Markets of Hambourg, Holland, Flanders, &c. 
which about Thirty five or Fort Years ago 
were chicfty ſupplied by us. If a View was to 
be taken of our Importation then, and our Home 
Conſumption, I am intormed that two Thirds of 
what our Plantations produced was es 2:45 : 
| ut 
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But when the War began with France, our Re- 
exportations ſoon decreaſed, aud the Prize- 
Sugars taken by the French from us, not only 
help'd to fill the Markets we uſed to ſupply, but 
greatly enrich'd them. 

As — ages arrens of this Trade is 2 
the er of lo it too apparent, without 
ſome — Care, Tn humbly of Opinion there 
can be other Way to retrieve it, but by inlarging 
our Plantations, and not only vye with the French 
in forcign Markets, but if 2 to beat them 
out, as we formerly did the Portugueſe. | 

Gyn Planters are ſo far from being concerned 
at the Decay of our foreign Trade, that they 
have complained too many Sugars were made, 
and we may conclude will make what Intereſt 
they can with their Governors and others, to pre- 
vent their making and ſettling any new Planta» 
tions: If they can ſupply enough for Home Con- 
ſumption at a great Price, it anſwers their Pur- 
poſe. The Ifland of Barbadoes is very much 
worn out, and does not afford the Quantity of 
Sugars as heretofore, and yet the Planters live in 

Splendor, and at vaſt Expence, while the 

; under the Remembrance of their Pover- 
ty on their firſt Settlement of Hi/paniola, conti- 
nue to live very frugally, and by their Labour, 
Induſtry, and Fertility of their Coil,” are able to 
vnderſell us. The only Places we can think of 
where we may inlarge our Sugar Plantations, are 
Tobago, which is an extraordinary rich and fertile 
Iſland, with an excellent Harbour, abounding 
with good Water; and we are told ſome of the 
Babama Iſlands would produce very good Su- 
gar, and very large Tracts of Land in Jamaica 
remain untouch'd, eſpecially on the North Side. 
But that which would enable us moſt effectyally 
to 
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to retrieve our ſupplying the Markets of Europe, 
would be the ratfing Sugar Plantations'on the 
South Part of Carolina, provided the Climate be 
2 ͤ ˙ Rong 
We have made Enquiry of a great many Plan- 
ters, who are generally of Opinion, that no 
Country produces Sugar where there are Froſts; 
but on the contrary we are informed, that the 
Province of Nankin in China produces excellent 
Sugars, tho the Country is ſo cold in Winter, that 
it is ſaid the t Rivers have been frozen over, 
and that the Province of Pen/ab or Lahore pro- 
duces the beſt Sugars in all India, as well as the 
beſt Indigo in the World, which lies much about 
the ſame Latitude with the Southermoſt Parts of 
Carolina. © | | ; 
THerE has been Sugars made upon the Iſland 
of Madera, as well as in Old Spain, where alſo 
they are ſubje& to Froſts. | 
r thoſe Countries produce Sugars, I can ſee 
no Reaſon why the Southermoſt Part of Carolina 
ſhould not produce them likewiſe, eſpecially that 
fine Tract of Land bordering upon the River of 
Port=Royal, a Country abounding with Proviſions 
of all Sorts, where Ne and Servants may be 
maintained at a ſmall Charge. | | 
IT is highly worth making the Experiment, to 
reſerve a Trade that has brought ſo much Trea- 
ure into the Kingdom ; but this can never be 
done without the Aſſiſtance of the Government; 
for if Frauce give thoſe large Bounties and En- 
couragements to ſuch as plant their Sentlements, 
having vaſt Tracts of uncultivated Land in Petit- 
guavus, they will ont-do any private Planters 
trom this Kingdom. ; | 
Ir is faid, before the War Ten or Twelve 
Millions of Pounds was as much as we 8 at 
me 


the French having ſent conſiderable 


French do to thcirs. 
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Home annually; but of late our Conſumption 
hath been about Sixty Millions of Pounds, and 
our Re- exportation ſcarcely one Sixth Part of 
Is the Increaſe of our Luxury was equal to 
this in other Things, the Nation would be re- 
duc'd to a miſerable Condition. Formerly there 
were large Quantities of Indigo made at Fomei- 
ca, and very good, but the firſt Planters having 
grown rich, were negligent in . it; and 
umbers of 

poor People, at the Charge of the Crown, to Hiſ- 
paniola, they ſoon fell upon that Manufacture, 
and underſold our Famaica Planters ſo much, that 
they beat them out of the Trade; ſo that what 
we now receive under the Name of Famaica In- 
digo, 1s generally made by the French, as I am 
credibly informed, and our Plantations come to 
Nothing, as well as thoſe of our Cocoa-Nuts, a 
reat Part of which we alſo have from the 

Trench. | 

Taz Miniſters of France know very well, that 
when Planters grow rich and oppulent, they will 
2 be above their Buſineſs; and therefore 
that wiſe Nation hath taken Care to ſupply the 
Places of ſuch in their Colonies at the Pxpence 
of the Crown, as I have already ſaid; and if we 
have any Regard for our Plantations, we muſt 
enter into the like Meaſures, and find out Land 
for 8 induſtrious Families, who will re- 
new thoſe Plantations, and raiſe enough of the 
two laſt Commodities to ſupply our own Con- 
ſumption. Doubtleſs the Places I have alrcady 
mentioned would produce cnough, if induſtrious 
poor —_ were ſent over to undertake it, and 
Money lent them to purchaſe Negroes, as the 
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N.B; Fox the better Explanation of our Impor- 
tations of Sugar, d e Decay of our Re-ex- 
portations, I thought convenient to give here 
the Imports and Exports for the Vears 1720, 
1721, and 1722, that every body may ſee the 
vaſt Quantity we conſume at home, and how 
our Exportations are decreaſed ; and I am in- 
formed the three preceeding Years, and three 
— „ are more diſadvantageous to us than 
thoſe T have mentioned. 33 

| ome 
Import. Export. ſumption. 
G 44 G $$ þ G 2. . 


1720 703286 © 16 1217780 9 581508 0 7 


1721 497549 2 21 66743 3 11 430796 3 10 
1722 616893 2 22 83609 2 5 533284 0 17 
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"CHAP. XXV. 


PROPOSALS for enlarging our Planta- 
tion Trade, and making it more Profitable 
to England, by ſirengthening the Ad of 
Navigation, and obliging all Ships that 
touch at Portugal, &c. to come to Great- 
Britain, before they Hall return to the 
Plantations. + | 
SHALL here obſerve a Branch of Trade 
which has not been ſufficiently taken Notice 


I I mean the Trade drove between the Planta- 
tions, Portugal, Spain, and the Streights, TI 


would not be underſtood as if I deſigned to pre- 


vent the carrying of any Sort of Goods they 
now carry from the Plantations to Portugal, &c. 
but on the contrary, I ſhould think it greatly to 
our Advantage, that we were capable of ſupply- 


ing 
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ing them with all the Commodities and Naval 
Stores they have from the Ba/tick, which by a 


proper Regulation might caſily be done: .\nd if 
Pitch and Tar was carricd thither directly, it 


would anſwer better than having them brought 
home, and allowing Ten Shilling per Barrel Boun- 
ty, in order for its being afterwards re-exported. 
The Injury done to our Trade now carryed on, 
is, that they diſpoſe of Cargoes from New-Eng- 
land, ahd frequently inveit Part of the Pro- 
duce in Goods which they meet with in thoſe 
Places, as Italian Silks, French Silks, Stufts, 
Druggets, India Silk, Callico, French, Dutch, 
and Hambro' Linnens, and the Money that 


| ſhould be brought to us is laid out in foreign 


Manufactures; and inſtead ot coming to O/d- 
England, they go back and winter there, and ſo 


ys Degrees become Inhabitants. It is therefore 
abſc 


olutcly neceſſary, that Ships which trade be- 
tween the Plantations and any Part of Europe, 
ſhall be tied down by the ſtrongeſt Penalties, not 
to return again to the Plantations without ta- 


king their Clcarings from ſome Port of Great- 


Britain: For it they are oblig'd to come hithær 
before they Return, they will bring the Produces 


of their Cargoes with them, and of Conſequences 


lay it out with us, and we ſhall find, when they 
are debarr'd returning back again to the Planta- 
tions, the Fiſhery there will be carried on as for- 
merly: For ſome of the old Traders ſay, Along: 
Time aſter the firſt ſettling of New-England, it 
was cuſtomary for our Ships to go thither anc. 
purchaſe a Loading of Fiſh ot the New=E72lanc- 
men, who were then the Fiſhermen only, and 
we the Merchants and Navigators. Such a Trade 
is now carried on between England, Neu fon 
land, and the Sirwughts ; tor a great many Gal- 
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2780 to Nec fou ndlana, there purehaſe a Loading 
Fiſh for the Streights, where they deliver their 
20 Ca, and take a Loading for England, Holland, or 
the Baltic, c. and fo return home. If this Regu- 
lation was made, they would find it their Intereſt 
to ſtick to their Fiſhing and Coaſting, which J 
am perſwaded would be more to their Adv 
than their Voyages to the Streigbts are; for 
where People have Bufmeſs enough in a — few 
Employments, it is the ſureſt Way to gairfRiches, 
As the Trade now ftands, the Dutch and Ham- 
burghers freight our Ships to tranſport their 
Goods ; but 1t all Ships were oblig el to come 
home before they return to the Plantations, the 
Harbours of Portugal ahd Spain would be alw 
filled with Engliſp Ships, and would - increaſe 
ance of the Dutch and Hamburgbers for 
the Freight of their Goods, and exceedingly in- 
creaſe our Navigation, It would alſo be a very 
great 3 to us, to have our Goods brought 
home upon eaſy Freight from the Streights; for 
if Ships are obliged to come to Engiand before 
they return, all the Freight they make hither is 
clear Profit: And ſending Goods thither may al- 
fo be done with very great Advantage to us, for 
then Ships that go in Ballaſt to the Plamations, 
fail b Se Mouths of the Harbours of Portugal 
and Spain, and would be glad of the uni- 
ty of taking a meg in their Way, which may 
be done almoſt without Loſs of Time. 
Wx are fallen into the Methodof — fine 
clayd Sugar in our Plantations, but are excluded 
from the Advantage of having the Streights for a 
Market, being firſt obliged to bring them home, 
which with the Charge of Entring, Landing, 
Houſing, Sc. amount to about twice as much as 
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ing and Re-ſhipping, makes the Freight —— 
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the Freight would be from our Plantations thither. 
- Now in as much as the eſt Part of the Ships 
that uſe the Barbadoes and Famaica Trades are large 
wok 5 like Ships, fit for the Streights Trade. If 
— mbe carried directly in- 

terranean, we might diſpoſe of large 

— f is, Leghorn, and other Parts of 
Haly, Sicily, Venice, and even to Turkey, which 


would help topa —— — 
Fruits we have thence. A Law was made ſome 
Time ago for burning all the Tobacco the Merchant 
thought proper to throw upon the Crown, at 1 4 f. 
per Pound, the Reaſon of which was the Planters had 
overſtock d the Market, and therefore this 

was found out. But inftcad thereof, if the Enumera- 
tion had been taken off, and our Merchants had had 
Liberty of ſending that Tobacco, which is called 
Serubs, and other ordinary Sorts, di to the 
— the Crown might have ſaved that eee 
of Spain, within the Streights, as well as Leg born, 
Coaſts of Haty and Africa, and would beat out the 


' Levant Tobacco, ours being much more valued, but 
becauſe theirs is cheaper they now ſuppl — vr for 


this round about — ron brioging 


dear as it would be to carry it directly to the 
S$treights; and to be ſure double Freight upon a Com- 
modity of ſo ſmall Value, as effectually excludes us 
from the Benefit of ſuch a Trade, as it would ex- 
clude us from the Benefit of our Neu- England and 
= oundland Fiſhery, if we were obliged to bring 

ed Fiſh firſt ome, and afterwards re- export 


it. it. It is e if Sugar, Tobacco and Rice and 
other —— — were admitted to 
be carried directly to the Streights,we might diſpoſe 
of as much of thoſe Commodities there, as would 
— Þo vr ſeveral Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly, 


think this new Improvement of Trade will not 


interfere with the Intereſt of any particular Perſon. 


As I am for taking the Ad e of this ſhort 


Freight, thereby to gain a new for the Pro- 


ducts 


— — — — — — — 


— 
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ducts of our 7 0m gk 1 won not have you leaſt 
Prejudice done to our preſent Navigation; and there- 
fore, becauſe we ſome time ſend Lobaceo, &c. into 
the Bay of Biſcay, every Ship that comes on her 
Vo homewards as far North as Cape Finiftre, 
ſhall be obliged to land her Goods in ſome. Port rat 
Great Britain, and then re- export them from hence. 
And if our Ships ſhould not readily meet with a 
Freight from the Streights, &c. there are Places which 
may be mentioned at a proper Time where Salt makes 
of itſelf, and may be enlarged ſo as to load ſeveral hun- 
dred Veſſels with Salt in a Year, which may be diſ- 
poſed of at Hambro the Baltick, &c. and in Time 
thoſe Salt Works may bring a large Revenue to the 
Crown. This Care is agrecable to the Practice of 
Queen Elizabeth, who was the firſt crown d Head 
that gave ctieQual Circulation and Spirit to our Com- 
merce : She knew the right Way to enrich the Na- 
tion, was to ſend out as many of our Products and 
Merchandize as poſſible, and look'd with a careful 
Eye uopn thoſe ditics which were imported 
tor Luxury. And to put a Stop to a wondrous 
« Exceſs in Apparel about the 16th Year of her 
© Reign, which had ſpread itſelf all over England ; 
© the Queen obſerving, that to maintain this Exce 
© great tities of Money were carried out of Eng- 
land to buy Silks and other out- landiſh Wares, and 
© that many of the Nobility waſted their Eſtates and 
run much into Debt, ſhe, by Proclamation, com- 
© manded all Perſons to conform to a certain pre- 
© ſcribed: Faſhion in Apparel, and ſhe began the 2 
© ample herſelf in her own Court. We have had very 
little of this Nature ſince, her Time, till this Kingdom 
was bleſſed with our preſent moſt gracious Queen, 
who hath given a moſt noble Example for encoura- 
ging the Wear of our own Manufactures, and dif- 
couraging thoſe drains to the Nation of foreign Lace, 
Silxs, &c. and it is to be hoped her Example will be 
imitated by our Nobility and Gentry, and then we 
{hall ſoon ſee the Balance of Trade turn in our Fa- 
vour, and Gold and Silver brought into the Nation 
to be coined as in the Days of Queen Elizabeth. - ' 
p C H A | of XXVI. 
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Advantages of carrying iner from the. 
Plantations 20 Portugal, Spain, &c. a great 
Encouragement to our Navigatiun. 
THE carrying Timber from our Plantation: 
T to Portugal and Spain, hath been of very 
Sin Advantage to this Nation, and would have 
en much more if all thoſe Ships, upon their de- 
livering there, had been obliged to come Home 
for England, and take their Clearings out from 
hence before they could proceed upon their Re- 
turn to the ſaid Plantations. As the Trade now 
is, good Part of the Produce, is brought Home 
to pay for the Woollens and other Manufactures 
ſent to New-England, &c. but ſeveral Perſons 
have let in Notions, that if we ſell dur Timber 
and Boards to the aforeſaid Places, it will deſtroy 
our Woods in America, and particularly the Royal 
Navy may want Maſts, a moſt unaccountable No- 
tion ! For I could never learn that we ever im- 
ported Five Hundred Trees in a Year (a Quantity 
not worth mentioning,) out 'of a Foreſt Twelve 
or Fourteen Hundred Miles long, and Three 
or Four Hundred Miles broad. fe is generally 
allowed by all Perſons that know the Plantations, 
that the moſt 2 Places in the Colonies for 
ſupplying the Royal Navy, are the Province of 
Main, New-Hampſhire, and the Ma ſſac huſets in 
New-England. crefore to take all Objections 
out of the Way, if thoſe three Provinces were in- 
d ated to that Uſe, the other Parts of 
the Colonies in America, would ſufficiently ſupply 
not only C reat-Hritain and Ireland, but even N 
Tugat and Spain, with the ſame Quantities that they 
now 


52 | 
ducts of our Plantations, I would not have the leaſt 
Prejudice done to our preſent Navigation; and there- 
fore, becauſe we ſome time ſend 'Tobacto, &c. into 
the Bay of Biſcay, cvery Ship that comes on her 
vo homewards as! far North as Cape Finiftre, 
ſhall be obliged to land her Goods in ſome. Port rat 
Great Britain, and then re-export them from hence. 
And if our Ships ſhould not readily meet with a 
Freight from the Streights, &c. there are Places which 
be mentioned at a proper Time where Salt makes 
of itſelſ, and may be enlarged ſo as to load ſeveral hun- 
dred Veſſels with Salt in a Year, which may be diſ- 
poſed of at Hambro the Baltick, &c. and in Time 
thoſe Salt-Works may bring a large Revenue to the 
Crown. This Care is agrecable to the Practice of 
Queen Elizabeth, who was the firſt crown'd Head 
that gave effectual Circulation and Spirit to our Com- 
merce: She knew the right Way to enrich the Na- 
tion, was to ſend out as many of our Products and 
Merchandize as poſſible, and look'd with a careful 
Eye uopn thoſe ities which were imported 
tor Luxury, © And to put a Stop to a wondrous 
© Exceſs in Apparel about. the 16th Year. of her 
© Reign, which had ſpread itſelf all over England; 
© the Queen obſerving, that to. maintain: this Ex 
© great tities of Money were carried out of Eng- 
land to buy Silks and other out-landiſh Wares, and 
© that many of the Nobility waſted their Eſtates and 
run much into Debt, ſhe, by Proclamation, com- 
© manded all Perſons to conform to a certain pre- 
© ſcribed Faſhion in Apparel, and ſhe began the Ex- 
© ample herſelf in her own Court. We have had very 
little of this Nature ſince. her Time, till this Kingdom 
was bleſſed with our preſent moſt gracious Queen, 
who hath given a moſt noble Example for encoura- 
ging the Wear of our own Manufactures, and diſ- 
couraging thoſe drains to the Nation of foreign Lace, 
Silxs, &c. and it is to be hoped her Example will be 
1mitated by our Nobility and Gentry, and then we 
{hall ſoon ſee the Balance of Trade turn in our Fa- 
vour, and Gold and Silver brought into the Nation 
to be coined as in the Days of Queen Elizabeth... 
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Advantages of carrying Timber" from. the 
"Plantations 20 Portugal, Spain, &c. a great 
Encouragement to our Navigation. Re 
HH carrying Timber from our Plantation: 
T to Portugal and Spain, hath been of very 
cat Advantage to this Nation, and would have 
een much more if all thoſe Ships, upon their de- 
livering there, had been obliged to come Home 
for England, and take their Clearings out from 
hence before they could proceed upon their Re- 
turn to the ſaid Plantations. As the Trade now 
is, good Part of the Produce, is brought Home 
to pay for the Woollens and other Manufactures 
ſent to New-England, &c. but ſeveral Perſons 
have let in Notions, that if we ſell dur Timber 
and Boards to the aforeſaĩd Places, it will deſtroy 
our Woods in America, and particularly the Royal 
Navy may want Maſts, a moſt unaccountable No- 
tion ! For I could never learn that we ever im- 
ported Five Hundred Trees in a Year (a Quantity 
not worth mentioning,) out of a Foreſt Twelve 
or Fourteen Hundred Miles long, and Three 
or Four Hundred Miles broad. fe is generally 
allowed by all Perſons that know the Plantations, 
that the moſt proper Places in the Colonies for 
ſupplying the Royal Navy, are the Province of 
Main, New-Hampſhire, and the Maſſachuſets in 
New=Erngland. erefore to take all Objections 
out of the Way, if thoſe three Provinces were in- 
tirely appropriated to that Uſe, the other Parts of 
the Colonies in America, would ſufficiently ſupply 
not only Great- Britain and Ireland, but even Por- 
Tugal and Spain, with the ſame Quantities that they 
now 


( 54 ) 
nom uſe to the End of Time, provided they will 
admit the y r to grow. For it may be 
| obſerved, the little Quantity of Land that is 
acceſſable in that mountainous rocky Country of 
Norway has ſupplied not only Great-Britain 
and I . Spain, Portugal, France and Flan- 
ders with Timber, but even Holland itſelf with 
Piles for their Dykes, Sca Walls and Foundations 
of Houſes whic arc thought to be more than are 
| all the accctiable Ground of Nor- 
Way. oy <4 ow Part of Europe is ſupplied 
with Pipe, and Barrel Staves from Ger- 
many, and the — with Oak Timber for 
_ | nag ons Poe, end. apanathctoring in- 
and Wainſcot by their Sw 
Mills, with which they not-only ſupply this Na- 
tion, but ſeveral 5 Parts of Europe, and yet 
the Germaus are ſo far 28 pprehending any 
Danger of not being ſu the encreaſin 
Growth of their meer that they woul 
cſteem it a particular Happineſs to have 15 


e . a u it 2 and hauling 
— Places of 


| oreſt of pb 
| — 4 Ar Tract of Land, the 
wooded Part of it not ſo big as Jorcſbire, has ſup- 
— — — Quantities of Timber. Solomon in 
employed a are of Hewers of 

Wood feb building emple. The Tyrians, 
Sidonians, and all that Gary, were ſupplied with 
— from thence for their Buildings and Ship- 
and Hiſtory tells us, Alexander the Great 

— 3 with Timber from thence for carry- 

ing on his Bank trom the main Land to the Iſland 
09 7 Tyre, and all ſucceeding Ages have been con- 
Rantl cutting down the Timber, and yet it is 
laid re is as good there as ever: Hang 
ve 


4 
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have furniſked Europe and Asia with ſuch yaſt 
Quantities for ſo many Ages, and the Timber 
cut down conſtantly ſupplied with à Growth of 
new, what may not be expected from ſo large a 
Tra& of Ground, ſo well repleniſhed with Trees 
and navigable Rivers as our Plantations are? I 

ive Go; Inſtances to obviate the Miſtakes ſome 

entlemen are under, who think our Foreſts in 
Aye can be hurt by cutting down our Tim- 


T. enk K. þ A 
Sou have made it a Doubt, whether it is pru- 
dent in us to let Portugal, Spain, or the Straight: 
have Boards and Timber from our Plantatious; 
alledging, That if they are ſupplied, they may 
build — and Ships of War, and may 
in Time interrupt our Trade and gen 

they 


forgetting, we muſt ſuppoſe, that the Dutch 

ſupply them with as — German Oak as 

want, which is much better for Shipping than our 

Colonies ptbduce, h 77, 
Tun Spaniards themſelves have great Quanti- 

ties of extraordinary Oak, and fine large Pine» 


Trees fit for Maſts, eſpecially in Arragon and Ca- 


talonia, near the Ebro and Segrs ; but their indo- 
lent Lemper is ſuch, that if they can purchaſe 
what they want with Money, they care not to 
ſtretch out a Hand to help themſelves ; and I 
ſhould be very ſorry that we ſhould ſtir them up 
to a Neceſſity of becoming induftrious. | 
Tur Value of Timber among ourſelves has 
given Gentlemen that Notion, becauſe it fetches 
a great Price in this Iſland, it muſt conſequently 
be valuable all over the World : But if they were 
in America, and there beheld the great Labour of 
the poor Planters to clear the Ground of the 
Wood, (and the vaſt Numbers of fine Timber- 
Trees that arc hapl d together and burnt) before 
| if 
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it can be fit for any Uſe, they would certainly 
think it abundance” of Prudence to have it cut 


up into Boards, and other Uſes, and tranſport it 


to Portugul and Spain, and the Money remitted 
to England ; for there is no Merchandize more 
profitable — — denne the moit bulky, 

conſequently employing t teſt Numbers 
of Ships and Sailors, with a 7 Part of 
the National Stock, which is ſufficient to give it 
all imaginable Encouragement. 


Tuts Merchandize is what has bred the King 


of Denmark ſo many Sailors, and enabled him to 


\ fit ont a Royal Navy, and his Subjects of Nor- 


way to build ſo great a Number of bulky Ships 
dy which they have enrich'd themſelves 4 a whack 
Degree, than the Farmers of the fertile 
try of Poland have done by their Corn: It 


this Tunber-Trade has been ſo advantageous to 
them, why may it not be ſo to _—_ ? We 


have for the moſt Part the ſame Markets; we 
thall thereby have Opportunities exceedingly to 
inlarge our Navigation, and the Wages of a Sail- 
or very much exceed thoſe of a Ploughman, La- 
bourer, or Manufacturer; their Food and Cloath- 
ing are from ourſelves, and if they ſhould carry a 
Loading of "Timber from the Plantations to 
Spain or Portugal, and return to England, not 
only the Merchant's Profit, but the Profit of the 
Owners of the Ship, and the Sailors Wages, 
would all be brought home and ſpent here. 

J have often conſiderd the Advantage a Tim- 
ber- Trade would be to us between the Planta- 
tions and the Streights, and I cannot ſee but a 
'Thouſand Acres of Timber-Ground in America 
may be made more advantageous to England, 
than a Thouſand Acres of Corn Land within 
ourſelves, We will ſuppoſe a "Thouſand _—_ of 
ru 


( 57 ) 


Corn Land may produce Thirty Crops of Corn 
in Fifty Years l hat every Crop may yield in 
Holland, (being our certain Market for 
Corn) Four Thouſand Pounds for every Year of 
the ſaid Thirty Years, which is One Hundred 
and Twenty Thouſand Pounds. 

Wx will likewiſe ſuppoſe, that Twenty Acres 
of Wood-land in America may afford Timber 
enough to load Four Ships of Six Hundred Tun 
each, and their Cargoes carried to Spain or 
Portugal, and there fold for Nine Hundred 
Pounds cach. Theſe Thirty Six Hundred Pounds 
arc all produced by the Manufacture and Labour 
of our own Poor, and National Stock in this Ship- 
pin: Theſe Thouſand Acres will take Fitty 

cars Cutting, and Fifty Crops at Three Thou- 
ſand Six Hundred Pounds per Crop, is one Hun- 
dred and Eighty Thouſand Pounds; I think I 
have allowed double the Quantity of Land ne- 
ceſſary to produce Four Ships Loading of Tim- 
ber. It is very well known there is ſuch a Pro- 
penſity in the Land of America to run into Wood, 
that when it has been tilled ſo long, that it would 
bear nothing, yet has within the Space of Thirty 
Years, been loaded with a vaſt Number of Trees, 
many of them above a Yard and a Half in Girt 
Six Foot from the Ground. Timber grows there 
ſo very quick, that we are informed, ſeveral Sorts 
are at their full Growth in Fifty Years. 
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Mention was made of the Difficulty o 
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CHAP. XXVII. 


Methods propoſed for making Perſons con- 
demned for Tranſportation uſeful to the 
Nation, and finding Work in the Plan- 
tations for thoſe we cannot employ at 
Home. "II | 


N the Year 1716, there was a Paper laid be- 

fore the Lords of Trade for cnc ing the 
raiſing of Hemp, making of Iron, Pitch, Tar, 
and other Things in our Plantations, wherein 
over Servants that were inclin d to tranſport them- 
ſelves. Soon aſter there was a Law made which 
did mitigate the Penalties of ancient Laws, parti- 
cularly that of the firſt of noone the Firſt, to 
revent the carrying away the Subjects of this 
Nagios into Popiſh Monaſteries; as well as ſeve- 
ral other Laws, which were then turned againſt the 
Merchants and Captains of Ships that tranſported 
thoſe Perſons into our Colonies. The fic 
thoſe Laws in Part, hath been of great Conveni- 
cnce to the Traders in our Plantations ; but till 
Part of them remain, which prevents tranſporting 
Servants, and therefore great Numbers that hap- 
pen to be out of Employment, and have no poſ- 
ſible Way of recommending themſelves to any Ser- 
vice, arc forced to ſtarve, or fall into the Practice 
of picking of Pockets, Thieving or other wicked 
Courſes to ſupply their immediate Neceſſities; and 
by continuing this Practice, run from one Evil 
to another, till at laſt they come under the Sen- 
| tence 
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tence of Felons, viz. Tranſportation or the Gal- 
lows. Now as there cannot be an Act of greater 
Charity or Humanity, than to put thoſe People 
into a = of getting Bread for themſelves; it 
they were ſent into the Colonies, and put upon 
railing and dreſſing Hemp and Flax, I am of O- 
inion, they might not only find a moſt profitable 
— but alſo thoſe that are condemned 
for petty Larceny, or any other Crime leſs than the 
Penalty of Death, being ſent thither might be 

rendered uſeful. | 
Sts Fo/ah Child ſays in his Diſcourſe of the 
Trade of the Plantations, That Virginia and 
© Barbadoes were firſt peopled by a Sort of looſe 
© vagrant oe vicious and deftiture of Means 
© to live at Home, and employ themſelves about, 
© or had ſo misbehaved themſelves by Whoring, 
© 'Thieving, or other Debaucheries, that none 
© would ſet them to Work.“ "Thoſe (he ſays,) 
© had it not been for our Plantations, muſt have 
© come to be hang'd or ſtarved, or died untime- 
K ly of ſome miſerable Diſeaſes, or ſold themſelves 
© for Soldiers, to have been knocked on the Head, 
© or ſtarved in the Quarrels of our Neighbours, 
© as many Thouſand brave Engliſhmen were in the 
© Low Countries, and yet we ſee ſeveral of thoſe 
© People behaved well, and arrived to great E- 
© ſtates, and help'd to enrich their Mother Coun- 
© try. And as an immenſe Wealth hath accrued 
to us by the Labour and Induſtry of thoſe People 
that have ſettled in our Colonics, ſo a mighty 
Profit may be added by raiſing there, Silk, Hemp, 
Flax, Iron, Pot-aſn, c. of which I have treated 
in this Diſcourſe. France has, as is already related, 
ſent over great Numbers of their vagrant People 
to their Settlements on the Miſiſippi, (upon 
the Back of ours of Carolina, Virginia, and 
H 2 Mary- 
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Maryland) and down the River St. Lawrence 
to Cape Breton, and alſo to Hiſpaniola, where 


they are put u ay Improvements. 
4 K N= try 


Numbers reported t ither are almoſt 


incredible; the King pays the Charge of Tranſ- 


porting them, and maintaining them a Year 

after their Arrival; skilful Perſons direct them 

in the ſeveral Employments, and get as many of 
them as they can married, and then the ingenious 
and induſtrious aſſoon as they are qualified to under- 
take any Buſineſs, have their Liberty, and a Quan- 

tity of aligned them. This Induſtry of the 

French has greatly encreaſed their Re- exportation 

of Sugar, and very much leſſened ours; and if 
once they can bring their Settlements to bear u 


the Back of ours, along that moſt fertile Valley which 


is watered with the River Overbac hee, and the 
great River Ohio, navigable for above 300 Miles, 


even from the Fountain, we may cpa the 


will gain great Part of the Tobacco Trade alſo. 
Now as the Crown is at the Charge of tranſport- 


ing the Convicts, Places might be appointed 


for all Perſons to repair to, that cannot find Me- 


thods of Subſiſtence at home, in order to be tran- 


ſported to the aforeſaid Colonies. We know the 
ateſt Part of the Convicts are bold daring de- 
uched People; but many of them, when they 
are tranſported into the Colonies, we are aſſured 
come to ſevere Repentance for their paſt Lives, 
and become very induſtrious; if Proviſion was 
made to allow each of them 100 Acres or more of 
Land free for ſome Time, and afterwards to pay, 
by Way of quit Rent, one hundred Weight, (be- 
ing 112 Pounds) of well dreſs'd Hemp or Flax, for 
every 100 Acres ſo granted them, the Proſpect of 
having Land of their own, would induce them to 
continue their Induſtry ; His Majeſty would 18 
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receive ſufficicnt Supplies of Hemp and Flax 
or the Royal Navy, a Revenue that would tar 
excecd any Income that the Government reccives 


from any of our Colonies; and being under no 


Difficulty to ſubſiſt, they would marry young, in- 


creaſe, and multiply ſupply themſelves with 


every Thing they want from us, but their Food, 
by which Means thoſe vaſt Tracts of Land now 
waſte will be planted, and ſecured from the Dan- 
ger we apprehend of the French over-running 
them, which was formerly taken Notice of in a 
Letter rn Naval Stores, where Mention 
is made of their Encroachments upon us in Nov 
Scotia; their getting from us Cape Breton, and a 
Right of Fiſhery upon Newfoundland ; their ſeiz- 
ing and ſettling Part of H:/paniola. They have 
built the Forts of Mobile, Penſacola, Halbamas, 
Cuſatees, Prudhome, Creve-caur, La Falle, 
Deonville, Frontenac, Mont Real, and ſeveral 
other from the Miſſiſippi, and fo down the River 
St. Lawrence upon the Back of all our Settlements. 
If we have any Senſe of the Value of that commo- 


dious Tract of Land, it ought to put us upon ſe- 


curing to ourſelves ſuch excellent Colonies, which 
may, if an, 2h improved, bring this Nation a 
very great Treaſure, and at leaſt build ſome Forts 
upon the Apulac hean Mountains, to ſecure us the 
Ri git of the Mines continued in them, to pro- 
tet the Indian and Skin Trade, and to — 
the Navigation to our ſelves of thoſe great Rivers 


which have their Fountains in the ſaid Hills, and 
empty themſelves through Carolina, Virginia, 


Maryland, c. into the Virginian Sca. The Dutch 
while they had New-7ork fortified it, built Fort 
Albany, and ſome other Fortifications ; and ſecing 
theMethodsthe French take to fortify Places ſoncar 
ys, and the Care of other Nations to ſecure their 

| Colonics 
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Colonics abroad, a great many People admire it 
has not ſtirred us up to do the like. But I ho 
the Time is drawing near when thoſe Colonies will 
be more valued, and a greater Care taken to im- 
e thoſl Comitts, Vagrants, and uſceſs People 
0 vi agrants, and uſeleſs People, 
we may add the Labour of Negroes or Slaves: 
which doubtleſs would bring greater Incomes to 
this Kingdom by their Employment than the 
Mines of Mexico or Peru bring to Spain, according 
to the Numbers ſo employed. 
Ir may be objected here, That the raiſing 
Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, Silk, c. are troubleſome 
Undertakings, that befide, Concerns of this Na- 


ture will require ſome Expence to __— them, 
d out Perſons proper 


and that it is difficult to 


to direct ſuch Affairs, and will require great 
Length of Time to put every Thing under its 
proper Order and OEconomy. It is anſwered, 
there never was any new Undertaking or Colony 
ſettled, but required ſome Thought to put them 
in good Order, and without, common Improve- 
ments cannot be carried on. But it is almoſt im- 
ſible to find out Five ſuch neceſſary Articles as 
emp, Flax, Silk, Iron and Pot-aſh, for 

ing on the Manufactures of this Kingdom, that 
can be done with fo little Trouble, which is very 
well known by every Body that have been employ- 
ed therein. After King Henry the Fourth of 
France had ended the Civil Wars, he, the better 
to increaſe his Revenue, eſtabliſhed all Sorts of 
Manufactures, which, according to Puffendorf and 
others, drew great Riches into that Kingdom. 
That great Prince knew very well the Way to en- 
able his People to pay their "Taxes, was firſt to en- 
rich them; that as he propoſed the eſtabliſhing of 
all manner of Manufactures, he muſt bring 3 
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from other Countries perfectly well skilled in car- 
rying them on. I have ſpoke with ſome Refu- 

ees that came from Britany upon the Perſecution 
in France, who were the Deſcendents of thoſe 
very People that he had brought out of Holland 
J's Flanders, who firſt eſtabliſhed the Linnen 
Manufacture there; the ſaid Prince ſpared no 
Coſt to effect it, he gave them very large Encou- 
ragement; he was at the Charge of tranſporting 
Flax and Hemp Seed from other Countries, which 
was given to ſuch Perſons as would ſow it. King 
William was equally apprehenſive that Manufac- 
tures, and employing the Poor, was the Way to 
gain Riches ; he knew very well the happy Cir- 
cumftances of thoſe Princes whoſe Subjects had 
Riches enough to ſupply their Prince with Money 
to defend their Rights and Properties; and as his 
whole Lite ſeem'd to be devoted for the Preſer- 
vation of the Libertics of Mankind, where it was 
in his Power, he put all Opportunities into their 
Hands of getting Riches to defend their Rights ; 
he promoted the cſtabliſhing a Linnen Manufac- 
tory in Ireland, in the Beginning of his Reign, 
and ſent thither French Refugees skilled in 
carrying it on, and the Parliament of Ireland have 
followed the Example of that great Prince; they 
have at a very large Expence imported Flax and 
Hemp-ſeed from the Eaſt Country, and gave it 
to ſuch as would ſow it; they have alſo gi- 
ven further Encouragement to Men skilled in the 
Linnen Manufacture to direct the People in the 
beſt Methods of carrying it on; and if ever the 
railing Hemp and Flax, and other Manufactures 
that I have here treated on, come to Perfection in 
our Plantations, we muſt act as France, Ireland, 
and other Nations have done upon the like Occa- 
tion, and not only ſend theſe Peolpe Seed, ſuch as 


will 
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will ſuit their Climate, either from Italy, Egypt, 
or the Eaſt Country; but Men well skilled, as is 
already obſerved, muſt be ſent over to direct them. 
As private Families are willing to advance Sums 
of Money to receive them again aſter ſome Time, 
with a bountiful Encreaſe, our great Family, the 
Nation, I hope, will, as one united Body, be rea- 
dy to advance Money, where there is ſo promiſing 
a View of Intereſt ; France could not have enjoy- 
ed the Advantages of the Silk and Linnen Manu- 
tactures, which now entails to them ſo great a 
Part of the Trade, and Gold and Silver of the 
Spaniſh pf wa ndies, if Henry the Fourth had not 
laid the Foundation of them. We know Wwho- 
ever plants a Vineyard muſt be at ſome Charge 
and Care to bring Things into good Order, and 
wait ſome Time before he can drink of the Wine, 
fo muſt all Governments before they can receive 
Profit from any new Undertakings. The Charge 
that France was at to get Foſes van Robee out of 
Holland; the giving him what Encouragement 
he defired, and free Exerciſe of the Proteſtant 
Religion for himſelf, and all he ſhould bring with 
him, ſhew that Lewis XIV. knew ſuch jewels 
as eſtabliſhing of Manufactures in his Kingdom 
could not be too dear bought ; and as I have 
mentioned the Czar of Muſcovy , and his great 
Undertakings and Penetration in Trade, I think 
it neceſſary here to mention them again. He hath 
taken Ste 3 any Monarch mentioned in Hiſ- 
tory; others have given great Prices to get skilful 
Workmen into their Country, in which he has 
been as forward as any of them; but beyond all 
this, he hath not only travelled over Europe him- 


ſelt, and wrought like a Mechanick to gain Ex- 


po—_ but ſent young Men, his natural born 
ubjeRs into ſeveral Parts of Europe, and _ 
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them Apprentices, and gave large Sums of Mo- 
ney to have them inſtructed in the Know- 
ledge of Manufactures ; ſome of which were pla- 
ced in London, to learn the Art of Ship-building, 
Watch-making, Sc. ſome in our inland Towns, 
as Birmingham, Sheffield, Ec. to learn the Art of 
working in Iron, and other Parts to learn the 
Woollen Manufacture. Here we have nothing 


to do, but to put our People upon eaſy and fami- 


liar Employments, ſoon underſtood hy almoſt every 
Body; for the Trouble of directing and regula- 
ting ſuch a Number of People as we have now 
mentioned, cannot be greater than the raiſing of 
Soldiers, or putting Officers into the Cuſtoms 
or Exciſe, which we ſee are become familiar 
and eaſy to thoſe that are inſtructed in them. 
An Officer will go to any part of the Kingdom 


where he thinks he can make up his Company or 
Regiment, and great Numbers of ingenious Men, 


who are deſtitute of Employment, think no Pains 
too great, nor ſtudy too tedious, to fit themfelyes 
for the meaneſt Place in the Cuſtoms or Exciſe ; 
and no doubt if Enquiry was made after skilful 
and induſtrious Men to direct and inſtruct People 
in the aforeſaid Employments, we ſhould find, 
Men well qualified tor the Works, would offer 
themſelves. | 
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CH AP. XXVII. 


Reaſons why the Demand for our Woollen 
Manufaltures do not encreaſe. People and 
Buildings encreaſed. Neceſſity of encreaſn 
Manufacturys to employ them. - Efalife 
ing the Linnen in the North, as profitable 
as the Woollen in the South. OP 

"bringing Pig=Iron, Sc. from our Colo- 
— Methods br pofed for enriching our- 
ſelves and them. © | 


ot Sirza, were the firſt that entred upon the 


| 15 is ſappoſed that Fey t, the Tyrians and Coaſt 
Lianen and Woollen Manufacturys, and as Wars 


and Perſecutions aroſe, fome of them ſhifted from 
Place to Place, and at laſt carricd thoſe Manufac- 


turys among the Flemmings, who raiſad Flax and 
Hemp of their own, and have carryed the Linnen 


to the higheſt Perfection of any Place in Europe, 
and alſo made various and great Improvements in 
the Woollen, "Theſe two ManufaQturys drew 
Multitudes of People to ſettle in the 17 Provin- 
ces, which made them abound with thoſe Num- 
bers of Citics, Towns and Villages, ſurpaſſing any 


Place upon the Globe of the like Compaſs of Ground; 


and England having the greateſt Quantity of the 
beſt ſort ot Wooll, they purchaſed that from us, 
and vaſt Quantitics were exported to Flanders. 
EDWARD the Third ſaw the Advantage of 
the Woollen Manufactury, and made a very fair 
puſh for having it removed hither, and took pro- 
per Meaſures tor eſtabliſhing it here as is betorc- 
mentioned, but for want of the like Care in his 
Succeſſors, it did not take Root till the Reign of 
Queen Lizabab. Th Her Time that Manufac- 
tury was ſo effectually cftabliſhed, that a mighty 


Progreſs 
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ſs was made therein, and encreaſed ſo con- 
ſiderably, that they gained the Reputation of be- 
ing the beſt in Europe, and a Market was opened 
for them not only into Spain, France, Italy and 
Germany, but into Ruſſia, the Baltick, &c. and 
carried by Way of Archangel! into Perſia, and 
alſo a Trade ſettled into Turkey. 

ENGLAND carried on her Trade in the 
Woollen Manufactury a conſiderable Time, and 
the Reſt of Europe carried on the Linnen and o- 
ther Manufactures, and exchanged them with us 
for our Woollens. But the French endeavour- 
ing to enlarge the Trade and Manufacturys of that 
Kingdom, found out ſeveral Ways to prevent the 
Importation” of our Woollens into France, by 
cauſing them to be thrown into Water, and then 
to be ſhrunk and new dreſſed before they were 
admitted to be ſold ; thoſe vexatious Ways, to- 

ther with the high Duties impoſed upon them, 
Hon tired out the Eugliſb Merchant, and amounted 
to a Prohibition. | 76710 Abs 5767 

Trose Proceedings gave — to Sweden and 
ſeveral German Princes to follow the Example of 
France; they were alſo willing to try whether 
they could not lay the Engliſh Woollen Manufac- 
tures under ſuch Prohibitions and Difficulties, as 
to exclude the Wearing them in their reſpective 
Dominions ; how far they have ſucceeded is too 
well known, | 
' We may judge what Part France has gained 
from us by examining into the mighty Demand 
there was for our Woollen Goods when France was 
viſited with the Plague, and were ſtopt from ſup- 


lying Foreign Markets: The Demand for our 


oollen Goods encreaſed to fo great a Degree, 
that the like hasnot happened for many Years, but 
as ſoon as that Country was freed from the Plague, 


they again ſupplyed thoſe Markets as formerly, 


and the Demand tor ours gradually funk. | 
| 12 Now 
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Now as we have only encreaſed in our Buil- 
dings and Inhabitants within theſe F why * 0: 
and have ſo many Competitors in the Woollen 
Manufactury; and France, &c. has gained ſo 
great a Part from us; and ſo many Places endea- 
vour to keep. out our Woollen Manufactures, and 
{till continue to import their Linnen, Hemp, Flax, 
Iron, Pot-Aſh, TI unber, Cc. upon us, which draws 
a very great I reafure annually out of this King- 
dom: Some Methods muſt be found out for eſta- 
bliſhing- other Manufacturys for employing our 
Poor, otherwiſe our t Riches will decreaſe, 
our Lands ſink in Value, and our Manufacturers 
he forced to go into other Countries to find Em- 
pl ; and it they ſhould, I am afraid the 
Misfortune would be ſeverely ſelt, but this may 
be prevented; for if we will examine into 
the Conveniencies We have for carrying on 
the greateſt and moſt profitable Manufacturys, 
we ſhall find that by a right Regulation of the 
Improvements that may be made, eſpecially by 
modelling the Affairs of the Colonies, we may 
equal, it not exceed, any Nation in Europe, 
in raiſing Materials for carrying on the Lin- 
nen and Silk Manufacturys, either of which is 
thought to be as conſiderable in the World as the 
Woollen, and no Way inferior to it in Point of 
Profit. i | 
I be making and ſupplying ourſelves with 
Pig and Bar Iron from the Colonys, is alſo very 
material, ſince it draws between two and three 
hundred Thouſand Pounds per Annum from us, 
and all to a Trifle in ready Money. 
+, Sometime indeed there is a mighty Enqui- 
ry into Trade, and Perſons are called upon to 
give their Thoughts, but commonly thoſe En- 

quiries dye. | 
In the Year 1716, a Memorial was drawn up 
at the Deſire of the Lords of Trade and Planta- 


tions, 
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tions, wherein ſeveral Improvements were propo- 
ſed for railing Naval Stores, among the reſt Iron 
was once. Their Lordſhips were told, that Pig 
and Bar-Iron being Undertakings that could not 
be begun nor carried on without great Expence, 
thoſe Perſons that attended were put in Expecta- 
tion that they ſhould have ample Encouragement, 
which engaged them to make a Beginning, and. 
ſome Works were erected there at a very great 
Charge to the Undertakers. They have ſeveral 
imes ſince applied for having the ſmall Duty on 
Pig-Iron taken off, but even that has not 
done, and Bar-Iron ſtill continues to pay the Duty 
as Foreign Iron, though what is made in the Plan- 
tations is and muſt he made by Men of Eſtates in 


this Kingdom, and the Profits accruing to our 


Mother Country almoſt the ſame, as if the Iron 
Mine was dug out of the Earth here, and made 
into Bars; what this proceeds from is a Miſtery, 
ſeeing we are obliged to bring in between two and 
three hundred Thouſand Pounds worth of Iron 
annually from Foreign Nations, and if the making 
of Iron was encouraged in the Plantations, we 
mi ght ſupply all the Coaſt of Africa, both within 
and without the Mediterranean, as well as Tur- 
key, Italy, Portugal, and even the Eaſt-Indies, it 
being a Merchandize that can be exported at a 
— 2 — becauſe it ſerves as Ballaſt eve 

where, and in the Circulation of Trade, what it 
is ſold for Abroad would be remitted Home, and 
add as much certain Riches to the Nation, as if it 
was dug out of a Silver Mine in our Plantations, 
and ſent us Home directly. It is ſtrange that this 
great Charge to the Nation fhould not be thought 
of, and Encouragement given to the Subjects of 
this Kingdom, to ſet up Iron Works in the Plan- 
tations, and there employ the National Stock, ra- 
ther than let Foreigners run away with ſo great 
a Sum. I would farther obſerve, we allow _ 
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Exportation of our Coals to Holland, Flanders, 
France, c. at 35. but what is brought to London, 
if I miſtake not, pays near 10 5. per Chaldron 
Duty, ſo that the Hollanders and Flemmings, &c. 
under- work London, where the moſt and fineſt 
Steel and Iron Goods of the Kingdom are made. 
Al other Parts of che Kingdom, where Coals 
are Water-born, pay 5 5. per Chaldron, which 
forces us to pay a great Land Carriage _ Fo- 
reign Iron into the Inland Parts of the Country, 
to be wrought up with Coals where they pay no 
Duty. It muſt no doubt be a vaſt Pleaſure to 
thoſe Nations, to ſee the Advantage they make of 
our Negligence, for the Muſcovites have lately 
erected Iron-Works in Siberia, and the Danes 
have encreaſed theirs in Norway, which is an Ad- 
dition to what the Swedes — have ſup- 

plied us with; and each of them ſtrive which 
mall gain the Eg; Market, the moſt conſi- 
derable in Europe for the vaſt Conſumption of 
Iron; and whereas the Tron-Works which 
were erected by the Directions of the late 
Czar were in Siberia, we are informed the 

have found ſeveral Mines in Moſcow, awd 
nearer Navigation; and if they could find a 
Market, it 1s probable they alone would very 
ſpeedily he capable of making as much Iron 
as is uſed in England, Holland, Germany, 
&c. For as the late Czar of Muſcovy, had travel- 
led over Europe to find out the Secrets by which 
England and Holland gain'd their Riches, and 
finding it was by the Labour of their Poor employ» 
ed in Manufactures, and exporting them to other 
Countries, he frequently ſaid he would be the 
richeſt Prince in Europe; for as he had the great- 
eſt Number of People, he would find out Methods 
jor employing them: And ſince his Deccaſe, the 
| | Miniſtry 
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Miniftry of the young Crar have followed his Ex- 
ample, by putting the People upon all the Employ» 
— hey can think br * thereby — 
drain thoſe Nations of their Treaſure Who do not 
make proper Inſpection into their Commerce. 
AnD it is to be fearcd this Induſtry and Emu- 
lation of theirs will cauſc ſuch yaſt Qantities to be 
thrown into this Kingdom at ſuch very low Prices, 
that will indanger the putting down all our. For- 
ges, and conſequently ſink the Value of our Wood- 
lands, if ſome Care is not taken to prevent it. 
Now it Encouragement was given for making 
Pig-Iron in our Plant tions, that we might be at 
a Certainty, then all the Places in this Kingdom 
where there is Water enough, and a ſufficient 
Quantity of Wood, might have Forges creed 
upon them; and where Furnaces would not anſwer 


ſo well as Forges, they might be converted to 


that Uſe alſo. This would be a general Benefit 
to the Nation, and keep up all the Woodlands in 
the Kingdom to their full Value. 

Bur before I proceed to ſhew the great Ad- 
vantage thoſe additional Materials would be to 
carry on the aforeſaid Manufacturys, I think pro- 
per to take Notice of an Objection made by ſome 
Gentlemen, which is, that if we encourage the 


Plantations, they will grow rich and ſet up tor 


themſelves, and caſt off the Eugliſh Government. 
I have confidered thoſe Objections Abundance 
of Times, the oftner I think of them, the leſs 
Ground I ſee for ſuch Doubts and Jealquiics; for, 
1. If we conſider the Situation of our Colo- 
ates, which ſtretch along the Coaſt for twelve or 
tourtcen' hundred Miles, and are ſeparated from 
ane another with great Rivers: A very little Care 
to guard thoſe Paſſages, would make it . 
wal] . | 3 e 
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cable for People the moſt deſperately inclined, 
to get into one Body. 

24ly. As the Subſiſtance of the Colonies is the 
ſup lying our Sugar Plantations with Flower, 
Bikket, ipe-Staves, Fiſh, and other Proviſions, 
prohibiting them that Commerce would be their 
utter Ruin, it being ſuppoſed that not leſs than 
Eight hundred Veſſels belonging to the Provin 
of Neu- England, are employed in that Coaſtin 


and Fiſhing Trade. 


34ly. It is to be conſidered, that our Colonies 
are under different Governments. Carolina has 
its own Governour. Virginia has a different Go- 
vernour. Maryland and Penſilvania have their 
reſpective Proprietary Governours, and the Fer- 


fot and New-York alſo their diftinct Governours. 


ew England has alſo a diſtinct Government 
from the reſt. It would be wonderful they could 
Form a Deſign in ſo many Governments ſo as to 
unite in ſuch a Deſign, without being diſcovered 
or betraying one another. 

It muſt be allowed New England has ſhewn an 
uncommon Stitneſs, very different from that Re- 
gard they ought to have for their Mother Coun- 

, or a true Senſe of the Protection and great 

enderneſs which has been extended to them; but 


we ap rehend what has been done there has ra- 


ther riſen from the Cavils of ſome Men who en- 
deavour to make themſelves popular, than an 
manner of Advantage either to themſelves or tho 
they repreſent ; and therefore as this is thought to 
be the Clamour of a few, and that the wiſe and 
thoughttul Men among them diſlike ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, we think all judicious Men, when — 
come to examine thoroughly into their Fears, wi 
ſee they are groundleſs, and that as it ſeems impoſ» 
fible for the other Colonies to joyn in any ſuch 


ſign, ſo nothing could be more againſt their own In- 
tereſt. For it New England ſhould ever attempt 


to 


is taken Notice of in = Infancy, and ſoon cruſh d; 
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to be Ind ent of this Kingdom, the ſto 
ping their ſupplying the Sugar Iſlands, and coaſt- 
ing and fiſhing Trade, would drive them to the 
utmoſt Difficulties to ſubſiſt as aforeſaid ; and of 


Conſequence the Part they have in that Trade, 

would fall into the Hands of the other Colonies, _ 
which would greatly encreaſe their Riches, But 
if ſome turbulent ſpirited Men ſhould ever be ca- 
pable of raiſing any Defection, a ſmall Squadron 


of light Frigates would entirely cut off their 
Trade ; and if that did not do, the Government 
would be forced, contrary to their Practice, to do 
what other Nations do of Choice, viz. Place 


. ſtanding Forces among them to keep them in or- 


der, and oblige them to raiſe Money to pay them. 
We do not mention this with any A enden 
that ever they will give Occaſion, but to ſhew 
the Conſequences that muſt naturally follow. 
Some Perſons who endeavour to repreſent this 
Colony in the worſt Light, would perſwade us 
they would put themſelves under a foreign Power, 
rather than not gratiſy their Reſentments; but 
when they are asked, what that foreign Power 


muſt be, there are none to be found but Spain, 


France and Holland; as to Spain and Frauce, the 
Spirit of Perſecution among them, without any 


other Reaſon, is ſufficient to lay Thoughts of that 


nature aſide ; beſide the deſpotick Power uſed by 
thoſe Nations differ ſo very much from the mild 
and 2 Government of England, that thoſe 
very Perſons who ſhould promote ſuch Diſturban- 
ces, would tremble at the very Thoughts of be- 
ing tranſlated from their preſent Freedom to 
the arbitrary Will of an abſolute Prince; ſo that 
there is no Expectation left but from Holland, 
and as we Iye between them and New-England, 
we may eahly interrupt any Correſpondence, 'The 
Hollanders upon ſome Emergencies exerciſe an 
abſolute Power, and any Clamour againſt the State 


but 
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but our Laws arc ſo contrived and regulated, that 
even where great Offences are committed, it is dit- 
ficult in many Caſes to bring the Offenders to Juſ- 
tice. Let thoſe that want to be informed, read 
over the Hiſtory of their Settlements in India, 
and ſee how many hundred thouſand People t 
keep under their Obedience by their Garri- 
ſons and regular Forces: It is ſaid there are Forty 
thouſand Chineſe in their Government of Bata- 
via, they pay a Crown pot Month for the Liber- 
ty of exerciſing their Trades, and a Crown per 
Month more tor wearing their Hair on a Gold Bod- 
kin; that Badge of Freedom, as they cſtecm it, 
being denied them in Chi na by the Tartarian Go- 
vernment, is faid to be the Reaſon ſo many of 
them ſettled at Batavia, Their Butchers are alſo 
put under a Licence, and pay the Magiſtrate a 
tenth Penny for every Beaſt they kill, and every 
Thing elſe is put under a Licence or Exciſe, ac- 
cording to their Cuſtom ; our Colonies have 
none of theſe Taxes to pay, nor ſtanding Armies 
to maintain, tho they have many and great Ad- 
vantages that no other Nation of Europe could 
poſſibly give them. They have the free Liberty 
of coming into all. the Harbours of Europe as 
much as we ourſelves, a Privilege that other Eu- 
ropean Nations do not allow their Colonies ; and 
yet they all have behaved with ſo much Affection 
and Duty to their Mother Countries, and are ſo 
far from attempting to be Independent, that they 
8 unite with their Governours to bring 
the Natives of thoſe Scttlements to their Subjec- 
tion; but there is a Method propoſed in this 
Diſcourſe, concerning Acts of Aſſemblies, which, 
if put in Practice, we hope will end all Con- 
tro erſies of that Nature in our Colonies. 

As 1 think I have fully cleared the Difficulty 
tome have apprehended we were under reſpecting 
the Colonics ſetting up for themſelves, I would 
remove another that ſtill remains in the Minds 


ol 


of ſome People; which is, that if the Plantati- 
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ons are encouraged to go upon raiſing Hemp, 
Flax, Silk, Iron, Ec. as toon as they are put into 
Methods of railing rough Materials, they will 
ſt up thoſe Manufactures with which we now 
ſupply them, and ſo we ſhall be deprived of the 
Advantage of that Trade. | 

Theſe Things have often been hinted, but 
thoſe Perſons ought to know, the Parliaments ot 
Hugland are proper Judges how to direct and pro- 
mote ſuch Manufacturys as they they think ought 
to be eſtabliſhed at Home, as well as thoſe in our 


Colonies Abroad, and to put down thoſe they 


think are Diſadvantageous to the Nation; and as 
they have given Bounties upon Pitch, Tar and 
Hemp, no doubt they will give the like upon 


Flax, and ſuch other Products as will be Materials 
for employing our Poor at Home, that thoſe Com- 


modities may be rendered as plentiful as our own 
Wooll, which would be an inconceivable Benefit 


to us, and of many times the Advantage to the 


Colonies that ſetting up Manufacturys among 
them, and running many Irons into the Fire at a 
Time, could be to them; and ſuch Favours, togc= 
ther with the Cheapneſs of their Lands, and La- 
bour of their Negrocs, would give them Oppor- 
tunities of growing very Rich. | 

The Manufacturers here will have Opportuni- 


of einploy ing all the Poor, and Employment for 


e Poor will make Proviſions riſe, Buildings and 
Inhabitants will increaſe, and the Landlords Rents 
will be well paid; and North Britain the North 
of England, and Ireland, may be ſupplied with 


Fent Stores of Flax and Hemp upon ſuch eaſy 


erms, that it will engage Maſter Manufacturers 
and Men of Eſtates from other Countries, to go 
thither and ſet them up; and Scotland and Ire- 
land, that cannot produce Hemp and Flax for 
employing their Poor above three or four Months 
in the Ycar, may ſet up Manufacturys of Linnen, 
which may be as profitable as the beſt of our 


Woollens in Ez2/aud, becauſe they never will 
E2 want 
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want Materials to keep the Poor at Work all the 


Year round. 
This ſupply of Linnen from our own Domi- 


nions, will prevent our being drained of our Gold 


and Silver by foreign Nations, who it is thought 


draw above two Millions a Vear from us for their 
Linnen, Cambricks, Flanders Lace, Threads, &c. 


But if we deſire to have thoſe vaſt Advantages, 


we muſt, like other Nations, get Perſons: of 
Knowledge * and Experience to inſtruct our 
People, and ſhew them how to 22 on the Lin- 
nen Manufacture to the greateſt Perfection. If 
this is once put in Practice, Sotland and Ireland 
will have ſulfcient Funds here from the Produce 
of their Linnen, to anſwer all Demands either for 
ſuch Cloathing or Merchandize they may want 
from hence, or to anſwer Remittances upon all 
other Occaſions. 

Here will be Employment for the Merchant 
in the Plantations to buy rough Materials to be 
ſent Home, and here will be Encouragement for 
the Merchants of England to buy Manufactures 
to be ſent thither; Navigation will be encoura- 
ged, and ſuch a Circulation of Commerce, that 
muſt, if undertaken with Application and Indu- 
ſtry, infuſe Riches into every Part of the Domi- 
nions of Great-Britain. [ 

And indeed one Employment depending on a- 
nother, is the true Way, not only to gain Riches, 
but to bring Manufactures to Perfection, as is 


2 in the carrying on of the Linnen Manu- 


ures of Holland, France, Flanders, &c. 

The like Dependance there is in carrying on the 
Manufacture of Watch- making, and Abundance 
of other Things that might be named. 

Now as it is plain, keeping the Planters to the 


| pra. "1 Materials in the Plantations, is the ccr- 


tain Way to enrich them, it is proper tor creating 


a right Underſtanding and true Friendſhip be- 
tween the Planters in the Colonics, and for ma- 
king the Government, as well as the Manufactur- 

| ers 
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ers here caſy, to come into the ſame Meaſures that 
other Nations have done who have Plantations A- 
broad; for, fince the Diſcovery of the American 


World, the ſeveral Kingdoms that have Colonics 


abroad, have thought convenient to ſpare ſome of 
their People for cultivating ſeveral oditics 
produced there, as well as tocarry ona Trade with 
the Natives, and vend their Manufactures among 
them, but great Care has been taken to prevent 


their natural born Subjects from going upon ſuch 


Manufactures as did interfere with theirs at home; 
for as People are the Riches of a Kingdon, if _ 
erly employed, it would be ſad Policy indeed 
or Governments to ſpare them, be at the Charge 
of protecting them abroad, and yet allow them 
to fer up the Manufactures of their Mother King- 
doms, whereby they would ſupply themſelves, and 
in reſpect to Trade and Commerce, throw them 
into a State of Independency, and the Commodi- 
ties for Home Conſumption that were expected to 
be raiſed by their Induſtry, entirely neglected. The 
Spaniards have very few of their own, yet, it is ſaid, 
they take Care to diſcourage any of the Manu- 
factures of Europe being carried on in their Plan- 
tations; they will not ſuffer the making of Wines, 
Oyls, and many other Things, becauſe Old Spain 
ſhould have the Benefit of ſupplying them, and 
alſo that they may not be interrupted in raiſing 
the Produce of their Plantations. The Portu- 
gueſe have done the like in the Brazils; and tho 
they have none of their own, rather chuſe to buy 
the Manufactures of other European Countries, 
becauſe their Planters thould not be diverted 
from carrying on thoſe of Sugar and Tobacco, 
and applying themſclves to their Mines. And 
we ſee what a mighty Profit they produce to 
themſelves, and what Riches France, Holland, 
Italy, &c. gain by ſerving them with their Ma- 
nufactures; this I think oughtto put us upon Con- 
fiderations, what we ſhould' gain it our Colonies 
were 
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were duely regulated and encouraged, being ca- 
pable to fu y them with all ſuch Manufactures 
as they want by the Induſtry of our own 
Inhabitants. 'The Regulations France has made 
for turning every Undertaking intheir Plantations 
to the Good of their Mother Country, is ſo extra- 
ordinary, that it deſerves Imitation; of which I 
have elſewhere taken Notice in this Diſcourſe. 
We have not made Inſpection into Affairs of 
this Nature as our Neighbours have done, but 
when Neceſſity forces us, we begin to ſtir. 
IRELAND is a particular Inſtance of 


| this; for after Cromwell had reduced the Natives, 


and brought that Kingdom again to the Obedi- 


ence of the Engliſh Government, great Numbers 


of People went over and ſettled there, and tell upon 
railing Stocks of Cattle, which ſoon en- 
creaſed ſo conſiderably, that they exported great 
Quantitics of young Oxen and Sheep hither, and 
the Perſons concerned in that Traffick, made Re- 
turns in Cloathing, Furniture, Sc. but upon pro- 
hibiting their Cattle, they were forced to manu- 
facture tor Cloathing themſelves; if we had then 
laid ſome ſinall Reſtrictions to prevent their run- 
ning into the Woollen Manufactury, and found out 
Methods for putting them upon that of Linnen, 
and given Encouragement for carrying it on, 
they would have made ſuch conſiderable Quanti- 
tics of Linnen, as would have purchaſcd all their 
Woollen Cloathing from us; but this was wholly 
neglected as if it was no body's Buſineſs. Their 
Neceſſity of Cloathing drew great Numbers 

of our Woollen Manufacturers from hence, and 

making more than was ſufficient to ſupply the In- 

habitants, they fell upon making ſuch Woollen 

Goods for the Dutch and Spaniſh Markets as were 

made in Eugland. After ſome Progreſs therein, 
the Parliament of England faw their cheap Wooll, 

and the Cheapneſs of their Proviſions, would 

enable them to underſell us, and conſequently run 
| | away 
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away with the Trade, they therefore were forced 
to make a Law to reſtrain the Exportation of 
thoſe Manufactures to Foreign Parts. 
For as this Kingdom is the Head and Seat of 
the Engliſb Empire, and is ſupported by its Manu- 
factures, Trade and Navigation, and thereby cna= 
bled to give Protection to all her Dominions, 
it could not be expected they would Suffer their 
Subjects to tranſport themſelves into Ireland, there 
to turn their Rivals in the Woollen Manufacture. 
Nevertheleſs they took Care to encourage the 
Linnen Manufacture, by giving Liberty to im- 
port it freely into this Kingdom; which by the 
proper Care that was taken by King William, 
and the Induſtry of the Gentlemen of Ireland to 
promote it, has ſucceeded fo well, that they are 
now poſſeſs d of a Manufacture as profitable to them 
as the Woollen is to us, according to the Quanti- 
ties they make, and increaſing daily, which has 
enabled them to remit great Sums of Money for 
Rent to ſeveral Noblemen and Gentlemen, Inha- 
bitants of this Kingdom, who have Eftates in 
Ireland. Our Colonics are much in the ſame 
State Ireland was in when they began the Wool- 
len Manufactury; and as their Numbers increaſe, 
will fall upon Manufacturies for cloathing them- 
ſelves, if due Care be not taken to find Employ- 
ment for them, in raiſing ſuch Productions as may 
enable them to furniſh themſelves with all their 
Neceſſaries from us. I ſhould therefore think it 
worthy the Care of the Government, to endeavour 
by all poſſible Means to encourage them in the 
raiſing of Silk, Hemp, Flax, Iron, Pot-aſh, Oc. by 
giving them competent Bounties in the Beginning, 
and ſending over judicious and skilful Perſons at 
the publick Charge, to aſſiſt and inſtruct them in the 
moſt proper Methods of Management; which, in 
my — would lay a Foundation for 
cftablithing the moſt profitable Trade of any we 
have, And conſidering the commodious Situa- 
tion 
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tion of our Colonics along the Sea-Coaſt, the 

Convenience of navigable Rivers in all of them, 
the Cheapneſs of Land, and the Eaſineſs of raiſing 
Proviſions, great Numbers of People who are 
uncaſy in ſeveral Parts of Europe, would be glad 


to tranſport themſelves thither to ſettle upon ſuch 


Improvements, which when once ſet on Foot, 
would eaſily be carried on without much further 
Aſſiſtance. Now as People have been filled with 
Fears that the Colonies, it encouraged toraiſe rough 
Materials, would ſet up for themſelves, a little Re- 
gulation would remove all thoſe Jcaloutics out of 
the way as aforeſaid; for then our Merchants and 
Manufacturers would find it their Intereſt to pro- 
mote and aſliſt them in raiſing thoſe Materials 
which might prove ſo much to their and our mu- 


tual t. As for Example, they have never 


thrown nor wove any Silk as yet, that we have 
heard of, therefore if a Law was made to prohibit 
the Uſe of any Throwſter's Mill, or Doubling or 
twiſting Silk with any Machine whatſoever, they 
would then ſend it us raw; and as they will have 
the providing of rough Materials to themſelves, 
ſo ſhall we have the manufacturing of them. If 
Encouragement is given tor raiſing Hemp, Flax, 
Sc. doubtleſs they will ſoon begin to manufac- 
ture, if not prevented: I herefore, to ſtop the Pro- 
greſs of any ſuch Manufacture, is is propoſed, that 
no Weaver there ſhall have Liberty to ſet up any 

without firſt regiſtring at an Office kept 
for that Purpoſe under the Governor of each Pro- 
vince, his Name and Place of Abode, and the 
Name and Place of Abode of every Journey- 
man that ſhall work with him: But if any par- 


ticular Inhabitant ſhall be inclined to have any 


Linnen or Woollen, c. made of their own _ 
ning, they ſhould not be abridged of the ſame 
Liberty that they now make uſe of, viz. to carry 
it to a Weaver (who ſhall be licenſed by the Go- 
vernor) and have it wrought up for the _ 

e 


the Family, but not to be ſold to any Perſon in a 
ivate Manner, nor expoſed at any Market or 
air, on Forfeiture of | C03 1 | 

Anp in as much as they have been ſupplied 
with all their Iron Manufactures from hence, ex- 
t what is uſed in the building of Ships, and 
er Cquntry Work, a great deal above one 
half of ouy own Exports being ſuppoſed to be in 
Nails; a Manufacture which they allow has never 
hitherto been carried on among them, it is propo- 
ſed, they ſhall for Time to come never erect the 
manufacturing of any under the Size of a 'I'wo- 

Shilling Nail, Horſe-thoe-Nails excepted. That 

all Slitting-Mills, and Engines for Drawing Wire, 

or weaving Stockings, be put down; and that 
every Smith who keeps a common Forge or Shop, 


| ſhall regiſter his Name and Place of Abode, and 


the Name of every Servant which he ſhall employ; 
which Licence ſhall be renewed once every Vear, 
and pay for the Liberty of working at ſuch Trade. 

HAT all Negroes ſhall be prohibited from 
weaving either Linnen or Woollen, or ſpinning or 
combing of Wooll, or working at any Manufac- 
ture of Dork further than making it into Pig or 
Bar Iron: That they be alſo prohibited from 


manufacturing of Hats, Stockings, or Leather of 


any Kind. This Limitation will not abridge the 
Planters of any Privilege they now enjoy; on the 
contrary, it will turn their Induſtry to promoting 
and raiſing thoſe rough Meterials. 

Ir the Governor of each Province was obliged 
to tranſmit an Account of the Number of Maſter- 
Smiths, Maſter-Weavers, Maſter-Combers, Num- 
ber of Looms and Number of Journeymen em- 
ployed in cach Manufactuzy, to the Lords of 
Trade and Plantations, with an exact Account 
of all new Comers, and their laſt Place of Abode, 
they would always have Opportunity of ſecing the 
Increaſe or Diminution of the Manufacturies Fee | 
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the Colonics, which may be encouraged or de- 


preſſed to their Wants, or the Danger 
of their too much interfering with us. wi 
Ir is to be 


this Method would allay the 
eople have ſhewn, ( 2 
fon) for deſtroying the Iron-Works in the Plan- 
tations, and pulling doun all their Forges; taking 


es; preventing the H n from 

— — 

: an of Ship-Building, 
by depriving ing them ny = Libouy -A +> 

ts, es, or other | — * carrying 
on that Work which Article Returns are 
made for g our Woollen Manufactures, 
which is of * than ten. Shes the — — 
is brought to this King by the Exports o 
Iron Manufactures. . L 45 

Ix pxp, if they ſhall fet up Manufactures, and 
the Government afterward ſhall be under a Ne- 
ceſſity of ſtopping their Progreſs, we muſt not ex- 
pect that it will be done with the ſame Eafe that 
now it may. | 

Ir it ſhould be objected, that it would be diffi- 
cult to find out thoſe Manufacturers who keep 
Looms or Smiths Forges, Cc. To ſuch I anſwer, 
That it cannot be more diſſicult than it is to find 
out Ale-Houſes, and A them to take out Li- 
cenſes, or to collect the Window -Lights with us; 
for Weavers and Smiths, &c. are publick Employ- 
ments, and known by every Body in the Pariſh ; 
and conſequently any Aſſeſſment or Rate may be 
levied upon them with as much Eaſe as thr 
Window- Tax. 1265 woot? 
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C HAP. XXIX. 


The Danger of depending on the Czar of 


Muſcovy for Hemp and Flax. The Ad- 
vantage of being ſupplied therewith, as 
dell as all other Naval Stores, from our 
own Plantations. Naval Stores from the 


Baltick, and the prodigious Quantities of 


Foreign Linnens, and Flanders Lace im- 
ported, ſuppoſed to exceed the Value of all 
our Woollens exported. Full Employment 
for the Poor the certain Increaſe of the 
Riches of a Nation, and Support of the 
Landed Iutereſt. 


E MP and Flax are ſo uſeful in Naviga- 
H tion and Trade, that we cannot poſhbly 
do without them; the firſt for Cordage of alt 
Sorts, the latter for making Sail-cloth, as well as 
for the Linnen Manufactures that are carried on 
in this Kingdom; and the Czar of Muſcovy bo- 
ing ſenſible we muſt have our Supply of Hemp, 
Sec. from him, has, in a Manner, made a Mono- 
poly of it, and what he ſells, will have his own 

rice for in ready Money, or Bills of Exchange, 

and the reſt in ſuch Goods as he thinks fit. 1 
Neceſſity we are under for thoſe Commoditics 
ought to put us upon all imaginable Care and 
Study how to provide them, left we ſhould hap- 
pen to be under the fame Ns tor them, that 
we were jn the Year 1703, for Pitch and Tar, 
when the (government of Sweden abſolutely re- 
fuſed to let us have them for our ready Money, 
otherwiſe than. in their _ Shipping from * 
ar 
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_ Tar Company here, at their own Price, and only 
in ſuch Quantitics as they thought fit. Upon 
that ! the Government, by allow- 


ing a conſiderable Encouragement tor carrying on 
the Manufactures of Pitch and Tar, had ne 
Quantitics from our own Plantations; and it is 
greatly to be deſired the like Encouragement was 
"many tor raiſing Hemp and Flax ; for fince we 
ve Plantations where Hemp and Flax, and all 
Sorts of Naval Stores may be raiſed, with ſo ma- 
ny and fo great Advantages to this Kingdom, it 
would be unaccountable to leave usdependant and 
at an Uncertainty for them, and to be 2 on- 
ly by a Prince that will be paid for juſt 
as he pleaſes. | JVI 

Ir is very well known, that our Land is too 
dear tor raiſing Hemp and Flax, and what is 

wn here (though it 1s tough and makes itr 

innen) neither dreſſes ſo kindly, nor whitens ſo 
well as that which grows in warmer Climatcs. 
In Ruſſia the beſt Hemp and Flax grow in the 
Southermoſt Parts of the Ki dom, where the 
Summer is hot, and the Air clear, and yet the 
Flax is not accounted ſo good as that which 
grows in Egypt or Ttaly. 

EGY PT has always been eſteemed for its 
Linnen, and now ſupplies Leghorn with Quan- 
tities, and the Coaſt of Siria, Ara Minor, Smyr- 
ua, ee, nople, and other great Cities, have 
a Supply of Hemp and Flax from thence. All 
our Colonics (which run Twelve or Fourtcen 
Hundred Miles in Length, and all the Way bor- 
der upon the Sea) have very hot Summers, 
the Southermoſt Parts of then) lic near the ſame 


Latitude with Egypt, and the North Part much 
about the ſame with Ancona or Bologua in Italy, 


where excellent Hemp and Flax grow; _ 
Orc 
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fore we have the greateſt Proſpect to receive 
mighty Supplies of Hemp and Flax from them. 
Part of the Land in the Colonies is very rich, 
and of ſo ſmall Value, that there will be Oppor- 
tunity of breaking up freſh as often as there is Oc- 
caſion to change the Ground, which if laid down, 
will recover itſelf again with out the Charge of ma- 


nuring, as we do here, to the very great Damage 


of our ploughing Lands. Nothing impoveriſhes 
. | agg as and Fin nd — it 
is manured, that alone will not do ſo well, for 
the Land ought to be changed aſter three or 
four Crops, and generally the fineſt and fatteſt 
Pieces arc converted to that Uſe. 

Tnosx great Conveniencics of having Land fo 
very cheap, and ſo fine a Climate, which we 
know produces excellent Hemp and Flax, ſo 
commodiouſly ſituated along the Sea-Coaſt, with 
ſuch Numbers of large Rivers running up the 
Country to the moſt inland Settlements, where 
Proviſions may be raiſed at ſo ſmall a Charge, 
and where Work may be done by the Labour 
of Slaves, almoſt as cheap as it is in India, give 
Ground to hope that we may manufacture Lin- 
nen here cheaper than any Part of Europe can 
import them upon us; and the Colonies be as 
profitable to us, by raiſing rough Materials 
to carry on the Linnen Manufacture, as the Suſſex 
and other Downs arc for ſupplying Wooll for 
that Manufacture, the Profits of which we have 
valucd ourſelves ſo much upon, that we have ſet 


the reſt of Europe to be our Competitors therein. 


However, a 2 deal of the Value we ſet upon 
it proceeds from Miſtake, we think abundantly 
more of it than it really is, the, foreign Linnen 
and Flanders Lace, Linnen-Yarn and Naval 
Stores imported into W being * 
2 | ic 
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ſed to amount to more than the Exports of all our 
Moollens. The Manufacture of Linnen in Brit- 
tan), and other Parts of France, Forty Years 
ago, was thought to be better to them than the 
Woollen was to us ; for it was generally allow'd 
we took above a Million a Year from them, and 
Portugal, Spain, and the Spaniſh Weſt-Indies, 
twice that Value, beſide what other Countries took. 
| Inpeep they have in ſome Meaſure loft their 
Trade with us, we now receive little from thence 
but what comes in by Stealth, or under the De- 
nomination of Switx Linnen through Alſatia, 
their Cambricks excepted, of which 1 have elſe- 
| Where taken Notice. And now the Emperour of 

Germany's Hereditary Countries, and other Parts 
of the Empire, have gained the ſupplying of us, 
which has made them very rich and powerful. 

Now as the Woollen Manufacture, eſpecially 
the coarſe Part, has ſpread itſelf of late into ſe- 
veral Parts of the Kingdom, which has exceeded 
the Demand, and cauſed great Stocks to lie by, 
if thoſe rough Materials of Hemp and Flax were 
e in our Plantations, the People in North 

ritain, Ec. would ſoon find the Advantage of 
_ upon that Manufacture ; the laborious and 
coarſe Part being pertormed abroad, the reſt 
would invite not only the poor and neceſſitous, 
but People of better Circumſtances to employ their 
Time in it. 

Ir theſe Propoſitions are heartily put in Prac- 
tice, we may hope, that by providing the aforc- 
{aid rough Materials, we ſhould have the de- 
lightful Proſpect of ſeeing Trade flourith ; for 
as the Silk and Linnen Manufactures, where 
brought to Perfection, are altogether as profitable 
to thoſe Nations as the Woollen now is to 
us; and as we increaſe in our Linnen Manu- 


factures, 
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factures, thoſe of Hileia, and all the Empe- 
rour's Hereditary Countries, from whence we 
take ſuch Quantitics, muſt abate of Courſe ; 
their People will alſo reſort to us, and help to 
carry them on, for it has always been obſerved, 
where new Manufactures are fſct up, and take 
away Part from another Country, the Manutac- 
turers will likewiſe remove; this was the Caſe of 
the Flemmings when Queen Elizabeth gave ſuch 
great Encouragement to have the Woollen Ma- 
nufacture removed hither, and ours when we 
had that Inundation of China and India wrought 
Silks, our Weavers went to Holland, Flanders, 
France, &c. and ſeveral Streets in Spittlefields 
were almoſt deſolate, and when thoſe Silks were 
prohibited, the Manufacturers returned again. 

Ir is ſuppoſed the Ruffans export to England 
and all other Parts in Hemp and Flax, above the 
Value of a Million a Year. It Hemp and Flax 
be ſo valuable a Product for Merchandize with 
them, there ſeems to be a much greater Proſpect 
of cnriching ourſclyes by railing them in our 
Plantations. | 

1. Bxcaus they will not be ſubject to any 


Land Carriage, but ſhipp'd immediately from 


the Place of Growth. ä 

2. BecausE Land is much cheaper in our 
Plantations than in the South Parts of Ruſſia. 

3. Tux Climate being equal with that in E- 
77 and Italy, is ſuppoſed to produce Hemp and 

ax preferable to theirs. 

SIR, fo/tah Child ſays, That in the Plantations 
of Sugar and Tobacco, every white Man there 
employs four Perſons at home; he means, we 
_ e, in providing Cloaths, Part of their Food, 
and all Sorts of Utenſils tor carrying on thcir 

Buſincſa 
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Buſineſs. If Sugar and Tobacco employ ſuch a 
Number of Hands at Home, certainly every 
Perſon employed in the Plantations in rai ſing and 
dreſſing Hemp and Flax, muſt by his Labour 
there return more than twice the Advantage that 
can be produced by Sugar and Tobacco, for they 
arc manufactured in the Plantations, the refining 
the Sugar, and cutting 'Tobacco, with the little 
Quantity that is rolled, excepted ; whereas Flax 
and Hemp arc Materials for employing all idle 
Hands, and of Conſequence the Poors Rate will 
ſoon be abated, and the Nation will find in a littlc 
Time what they fave yearly thereby, will be more 
than ſufficient to encourage the People to begin 
that Employment. | 

I mention Part of the Poor's Rate, becauſe 
they muſt be maintained by our Lands if Em- 
ployment is not provided for them; and abun=- 
dance are thrown upon the Pariſhes for Want of 
Work; others make that a Pretext for their beg- 

ging from Place to Place: But where Werk- 
— Houſes have been built, tho Materials for em- 
loying the Poor are ſcarce, yet ſome publick- 
| 50 irited Men have there maintained them for half 
the Expence they were at before thoſe Work- 
Houſes were erected: This ſhews what good Oc- 
conomy can do, and the Happineſs it is to thoſe 
Places who have ſuch Gentlemen to direct and 
aſſiſt them. 

I muſt obſerve, that * Silk, Hemp and Flax, 
may be carried on by the ſame Hands, and not 
interfere one with another ; for after the ſowing 
of Hemp and Flax, the Mulberry-leaves come to 
be in Perfection tor feeding the Silk-Worms ; _ 

tac 


* I cant well avoid mentioning of Silk here, but I have 
treated of the Methods of carrying it on in a Chapter by it- 
ſelf, to which I refer. 
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the Silk Harveſt (as it is called) is over before 
Hemp and Flax are ripe; thus the Perſons em- 
4 in the Silk may turn their Hands to that 
of Hemp and Flax, the breaking and dreſſing 
of which may be Work for them all the reſt of 
the Year. e Stocks and Utenſils to be em- 
ployed in them will coſt but a ſmall Matter, but 
the Care of the Government to ſupply them with 
Flax and Hemp Sced, at their firſt beginning, as 
well as Seed for producing Silk-Worms to be de- 
livered to the Planters at the proper Scaſons, will 
be abſolutely neceſſary, and to renew the ſame it 
there ſhould be Occaſion; and when once got in- 
to proper Methods the Charge will be over, If 


ſuch a publick Spirit prevailed now for — 
the . Inteveft of the Nation, as did in _ 
Nobility and Gentry upon the firſt ſettling of our 
Plantations, we might raiſe ſufficient Quantities 
of rough Materials tor carrying on all our Home 
Manufactures, 

Anv if once we come to be ſupplied with Hemp 
and Flax by the aforeſaid Methods, every Place 
will be filled with Flax-Dreſſers, and the Over- 
ſeers of the Poor of every Pariſh, where the Wooll 
Spinning Trade is not carried on, may very cafi- 
ly come at Hemp and Flax, which they will find 
as profitable to them, as the Woollen is to the 
other; and the more diſtinct the Employment is 
the better, for many Inconveniencies have atten- 
ded one Manufacture interfering with another ; 
beſide, there will be an Intercourſe of Trade cre- 
ated by one Part of the Kingdom ſupplying the 
other with their diftin&t Manufactures ; this will 
give full Employment to the whole Kingdom, 
and an univerſal Chearfulneſs to every Body: For 
the Poor are never happicr, nor their Mind ca- 
tier, than when they have full Employment; and 


| when they are employed, Riches are diffuſed over 


the Nation. Ir 
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I is a common Opinion, that we have above a 
Million of People in the three Nations deſtitute 
of Work ; but if thoſe rough Materials, (fo often 
mentioned in this Diſcourſe,) ſhould come to be 
raiſed in our Plantations, there need not be one 
idle Perſon. Now ſuppoſe that One Million of 
People were put upon manufacturing thoſe rough 
Materials, and each Perſon carn'd but one Penny a 
Day, and allowing but "Three Hundred working 
Days in a Year, it would amount to 1,250,000 /. 
Now, as I have already ſaid, the Importation of fo- 
reign Linnen, Flanders Lace, and Naval Stores, 
amount to more than all our Wool lens exported, 
it is aſtoniſhing that ſo wiſe a Nation as this docs 
not take Care to regulate thoſe Matters, and have 
the greateſt Part of thoſe Linnens made in the 
three Kingdoms. All other Nations of Europe 
are ſo wiſe as to make Linnen enough for their 
own Uſe, Portugal, Spain, and what is imported 
into Italy, excepted; and if the Government does 
not take Care to put thoſe poor People into pro- 
per Regulations and Employ ments, they muſt con- 
tine in Miſery and Want. | 

SETTING up the making of: Pitch and Tar in 
our Plantations was very advantageous; there was 
indeed very great Encouragement given to begin 
that Undertaking, which had its deſired End, and 
vaſt Quantities of Pitch and Jar were imported; 
and it is hoped ſome Encouragement will be re- 
newed again, that the Swedes and Ryfrans, Oc. 
may not regain the Importation of that Commo- 
dity upon us. 

As to Pot-aſh, that has never yet been under- 
taken, though doubtleſs our Plantations, 1t once 
got into the right Way of making it, would ſuſ- 
nciently ſupply us with all that we want. 
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Oux Plantations in America abound with vaſt 

uantities of Timber, and the Navigation from 

ew-England, Nova Scotia, or Newfoundland, 
is not more tedious, nor at a greater Diſtance 
from us than the Bottom of the Bothnick Gulph, 
or Petersbourg : But thoſe Places having been 
long in Trade, and a conſtant Demand from us 
for that Commodity, they always have . great 
Stocks of Timber ready ſquar'd, and Boards lying 
ready to load a Ship of Five or Six Hundred 
Ton in Ten or Twelve Days; but hitherto we 
have never had Stocks lying ready in our Plan- 
tatious, nor any Encouragement for building 
large bulky Ships, ſuch as are uſed by the 
Danes and Swedes, who fail with a few * 


and at a ſmall Charge. What Timber we have! 


had hitherto come directly to England, has been 
rather put on board to fill up, when "Tobacco or 
other Merchandiſe has not been to be had; nd 
therefore no Care has hitherto been taken to make 


it a regular Trade, which may hercaftcr deſerre 


further Conſideration. 
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(90) 
CHAP. XXX. 


Concerning Raw-Silk, and Methods for le- 
ing ſupplied therewith. | 


T hath been a Diſpute among Travellers, whe- 
I ther the Manufacture of Silk, Woollen, or 

innen is moſt conſiderable in the World: Many 
of them ſay. the Silk Manufacture cxceeds; cither 
of the other Two, and they give this Reaſon, tor 
it, that the People of China, who arc computed 
to be TWO Hundred Millions in Number, arc 
chiefly cloathed with Silk Garments; Which in- 
diſputably demonſtrates it to abound with the 

cateſt Quantity of Silk of any Country in the 
World, it being there ſo very plentiful and cheap, 
that ſeveral of the Jeſuits a five Suits of Silk 
do not exceed the Price of one Suit of Woollen, 
in Karope; however, I ſhall not trouble my Rea- 
der with thoſe nice Calculations, only ſhe the 
great Uſe of Silk in China, and ſome other Parts 
of the World, and that there cannot be a more 
profitable Manufacture carried on. 

Ir is certain that Pera, India and Chi na, had 
the Manufacture of Silk long before it came into 
Europe, for the firſt that was brought, was in the 
Time of Auguſtus, according to Dr. Frideaux, 
and other Authors. 

We Manufacture very great Quantitics of 
Thrown and Raw Silk in this Kingdom, which 
is thought to be ſix Times as much as it was 40 
Vcars ago, tor then we were ſupplicd with French 

and Italian Silks, all fully manufactured. 
Tus Silk we have from Italy is generally 
Thrown, and ſerves tor Warp for our Manufac- 
tures, the greateſt Part from Piedmont, the 1 
rin- 
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Principality not larger than a ſmall Englifb Coun- 
ty, yet it is thought the King of Sardinia re- 


ceives at leaſt Two Hundred Thouſand Pounds 


of us ycarly for that Commodity, and all ready 
Money, tor he hath loaded all our ManutaQtures 
with very high Duties, (which is in Effect a Pro- 
hibition) and admits thoſe of France at a ſmall 
Cuſtom; for which Reaſon, they ſupply his Domi- 
nions with Woollen Manufactures. . The Prices 
we pay him for Thrown Silk are alſo extrava- 
gant, being in general above Twenty Shillings for 
every Pound ; nevertheleſs he e to be very 
fond of keeping us dependent on him; for an En- 


gine or Machine being erected in this Kingdom 


tor throwing Raw Silk into Organzine, to pre- 
vent the Uſe thereof, we are told, he hath prohi- 
bited the Exportation of Raw Silk out of his 


Dominions, and we have now none from thence 


but what is got by Stealth; however the Markets 

are open to other Parts of Italy. c 
Tur Province of Gilon, and Part of the Pro- 

vinces of Shervan and Georgia, are the Places 


that ſupply us with Legee or Sherbaffe, or what 


is called Turkey Silk, the Price there docs not ex- 
ceed Nine or Ten Shillngs the great Pound, but 
it bears a Land Carriage of near One Thouſand 
Miles, paſſes through ſeveral Hands, who all get 
a Profit by it before it comes to us. The Additi- 
on of Land Carriage, and ſeveral Duties paid 
thereon, we are informed makes it ſell at Aleppo 

tor Nineteen or Twenty Shillings. | 
Tur Silk of Bengal is much inferior in Quali- 
* neither bears ſo good a Gloſs, nor does halt 
the Service in ſome Manufactures, nor fit for 
throwing into Organzine, fo that at preſent we are 
forced to take of that dear Italian Silk for the 
Warp of all our Manufactures, The Silk of China 
18 
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is of excellent Staple, and coſts little more than 
one third of the Price that we pay for Italian 
Silk, but the Duty being but Eighteen Pence on 
ſtalian and Turkey Raw Silk, and that bcing at 
Four Shillings, prevents any Quantity from coming 


in. | | 

J have before obſcrved, that the whole Coun- 
try of China, is in a manner cloathed with Silk 
ot their own manufacturing, and Fapan is ſup- 
plied, from thence, and their Manufactures are 
ſent all over India, Perſia, and even into Europe, 
and the Spaniſh Weft-Indies. Two Provinces arc 
eſteemed beyond the reft for the Excellency of 
their Silk, viz. Chekiam and Nanking, with 
which it is faid Garments for the Royal Family 
and Grandces of the Kingdom are made. 

As we have but one Water Engine for throw ing 
Silk in the Kingdom, if that ſhould be deſtroy- 
ed by Fire, or any other Accident, it would make 
the Continuance of throwing fine Silk among us 
very precarious; and it is very much to be doubt- 
ed, whether all the Men now living in the King- 
dom could make ſuch another ; and as we have 
commodious Rivers for that Purpoſe, whoſe 
Streams hold all the Year, and run thorough 
large Towns where ſcarcely any Manufactures are 
carried on, 1 am humbly of Opinion it would be 
matter of the greatcit Genes to our Silk 
Manufacture, to have three or tour more erected, 
according to the Model of that at Der), (though 
at the publick Charge, ) which would give ſome 
Hopes of keeping that Manufacture among us 
for ever; and we ſhould came in for a Part of the 
fine Raw Silk of Granada, Valencia, Murcia, 
and other Provinces. of Spain, as well as the 
Products of ſeveral Parts of Italy, in Exchanga for 
our Woollen Manutactures, and not be tied down 
969 
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to the ſtrict Rules of paying our ready Money, as 
we arc now, to the Duke of Savoy; and when 
once fully employed, the Profit in a ſhort Time 
might detray the whole Expence. 

Is the Duty was taken off China Silk, and 
made equal with that of Italy and Turkey, and 
all Duties allowed to be drawn back upon re- 
export ing, as it is now upon Raw, and that and 
5 fine Silk thrown — it would come ſo 
cheap, that we ſhould be able to underſell moſt 
Parts of Europe, and draw a Demand from Ger- 
many, Holland, Flanders, Spain, Portugal, and 
other Places, which might fave and bring into 
this Nation 200,000 l. yearly. 

Tux Cheapneſs of thrown Silk will encreafſe 


the Demand tor Turkey Silk, which may here be 


noted, is only fit for Shute or Woot, and not fit 
tor making Warp or Cane tor any Silk Manufac- 
ture, that being all Italian; and therefore the 
greater Quantity we have of fine Silk fit to be 
thrown into Organzine, the greater Quantity ot 
Turkey Silk will be uſed for Shute, and conſe- 
quently a greater Demand tor our Woollen Cloths 
tor the Turkey Trade, which are given in Barter 
tor the ſaid Silk. If we had not that fine Italian 
Silk tor Warp, our Conſumption of Turkey Silk 
would be very inconſiderable. 

A great deal might be ſaid upon the advan- 
tagcous Proſpect of having China Silk to carry 
on our Manutactures ; but as I faid ſomething on 
this Head in the Article of Trade between Eng- 
land and India, and there ſpoke to the Nature 
and Excellency of it, I refer to that. 

Bur notwithſtanding the great Advantages 1 
apprehend we might receive by having Silk from 

bina if the Duty was leſſened, I am not wholly 
tor depending on that, being very well aſſured, it 
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Care was taken to cultivate ind improve the 
raifing of Silk in our Plantations Carolina, Virgi- 
nia, Maryland and Penſilvania, would pro- 
duce the beſt of Silk, and as fit for Organ- 
zine as any in the World; for theſe Coun- 
tries produce vaſt Numbers of White and o- 
ther Mul berry-Trces, which grow wild and 
fpring up almoſt every where in great Abundanee, 
which —— +41 _ had —_ us —_ to 
agate rw: if put on Foot, 
. in Time be of as great Ag to this 
Nation, as any Employment in the Plantations ; 
for as I have already obſerved, the Manufacture 
of Silk is a moſt profitable Undertaking, where 
the Land and Air is r for raiſing it. 

Tur vaſt Riches of China by this Manufac- 
ture is ſufficient to demonſtrate the great Advan- 
tage thereof; and the extraordinary Treaſure the 
Duke of Savoy draws into his Country by Silk, 
which is made in that little Principality of Pied- 
mont, as I have already obſerved, is alſo another 
Inſtance; we may judge, if he draws above Tw O 
Hundred Thouſand Pounds a Ycar from England, 
What his Profits are which he draws from Holland, 
and other Places here the Manufacture is carried 
on to a very great Degree. 

We are informed the very Land for planting 
of Mulberry-trees in many Parts of Italy, is worth 
from 'Fhree to Five Pound an Acre, and Gentle- 
men there, as well as in Sicily, fell their Mulberry 
Leaves to the Poor for half the Silk they make, 
and the Money 1s cqually divided between them 
* Sale of the Silk, and that the Leaves of a 

ree there hath yiclded Three or Four Pounds. 
Now it the Manufacture of Silk, and the 2 
of Mulberry-trecs has raiſed the Land to be ſo 


valuable, and ſome Gentlemen receiye _— 
der- 
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ſiderable Revenues from their Crops of Leaves, 
very great Things may be expected by our en- 
couraging and promoting the Manufacture of Silk 
in our Colonics, where as much Land may be had 
for Six Pence, as in Italy for Five Pounds. And 
if great Numbers of Mulberry-trees were planted 
among the Indian Nations bordering on our 
Settlements, and ſome skilful good tempered: Per- 
ſons employed to inſtruct them in the proper Sea- 
ſons for gathering Leaves, and feeding the — 
and rewarding them bountifully for their Pains, 
thoſe People might be brought to be very 

table Subjects to this Nation. The Spaniards, 
notwithſtanding their Pride, have found Conde- 
ſcention enough to inſtruct the Indians under 
their Juriſdiction, to make them very ſerviceable 


in carrying on, and improving the Manufactures 


of Indigo, Cocheneal, and ſeveral others, to the 

Advantage of New-Spain ; and the French, 
in their Settlements about the River St. Lawrence, 
the great Lakes, and even to the Miſſiſſipi, take 
a great deal of Pains to inſtruct them in every 
Thing they think may contribute towards enrich- 
ing their Mother Country. They go with them 
on their long Travels in their Hunting Seaſons; 
and now they have got Cape Breton, I am inform- 
ed, make thoſe Indians inhabiting that Part of 
the Continent very uſctul to them in their Fiſhe- 
rics. It the Spaniards and French can draw 
thoſc People to be ſo ſerviceable to them, I do not 
ſee it is umpoſhble, if Kindneſs, Juſtice, and good 
Nature was ſhewed them, but they may be brought 
to be very ſerviceable to us alſo. 

As I have already obſerved, China produces 
the greateſt Quantity of Silk, Perſia a very great 
deal, as well as Turkey and Italy. It may here be 
noted, that very few Places are agreeable — 

ike. 
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Silkworm, and no Part of the World better than 
in our Colonies, no Silk clearer, more gloſſy, of 


a better Body, nor fitter to anſwer the Uſe f 


fine thrown Silk we have from Italy, than the 
ſmall Quantity of Silk that has been imported 
trom thence,” 

Ir is generally obſerved, that all thoſe Coun- 
tries that produce the beſt Silk, border upon the 
Sca, and lie pretty near the ſame Latitude; our 
Plantations, the Province of Gilon and Nanking, 
and Chekiam in China, all border upon the Sea, 
and are pretty near the ſame Latitude. Thoſe 
Places in Turkey that produce Silk, border upon 
the Sea, and Italy and Sicily are in a Manner 
| environed by the Sca; and the Provinces of Gra- 
nada, Murcia, and Valencia in Spain, the Places 
that produce the beſt Silk, as well as Languedoc 
and Provence in France, all lic upon the the Sea ; 
Canton in China, and Bengal in India lie Ten 
Degrees more to the Southward, the Air of which 
Countries being hotter, is ſuppoſed to be the Rea- 
ſon why the Silk is of a bake Sort. 


As the great Advantages that ariſe to Portugal 


and Spain, as well as to us in our Sugar and Jo- 
bacco Plantations, is by the cheap Labour of Ne- 
grocs or Slayes, the fame Cheapneſs of Labour 
might be of moſt prodigious Advantage to us, 
it employed in our Colonies, in producing and ma- 
king of Silk, and when that is over, may turn 
their Hands to raiſing and dreſſing of Hemp and 
Flax, the Charge bcing little more than their 
Cloathing from England; tor the Earth there 
produces Proviſions in Abundance. 

We# are told by Gentlemen of good Intelligence, 
the whole Charge of making a Pound of Silk in 
China does not ſtand in above Five Shillings, and 
almoſt any Perſon, Man, Woman or Child ma 
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work at it; and a Man or Woman, with a Child 
to aſſiſt in directing the Thread of the Silk, may, 
with a proper Machine, reel from the Cocone or 
Silk-bag, one Pound in a Day. 

' Wrexe they have Land tor little or nothing, 
and Labour performed as above, it is not reaſon- 
able to ſuppoſe that Silk can ſtand in ſo much: 
Now a Manufacture of this Kind might be brought 
in a little Time to ſo great a Degree of Perfection, 
and ſuch Quantitics raiſed, that I ſhould think - 
the Labour of Slaves employed in this Work, 
would produce above twice as much as thoſe that 
arc employed in Ponting either Sugar or Tobac- 
co; and as this Nation very much inclines to the 
wearing Silk Garments in Imitation of the French, 
to the great Diſcouragement of our Woollen Ma- 
nufacture, the Manufacture of Silk from our 
Plantations would not only enable us to ſupply 
ourſelves, but to be capable of exporting very 
great Quantities of Silk fully manufactured: 


N CHAP. XXXI. 
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CHAP. XX XI. 
Plantations one great Cauſe of enriching 
this Nation. ms 

T is plain, that the Maritime Kingdoms and 

States of Europe have increaſed in Riches 
and Power, in Proportion to the right Regulati- 
ons of their Trade, the Improvement of Manu- 
tacturies, the Increaſe of their Shipping, and the 
Extent of their Navigation, which, 1 think, is 
clearly demonſtrated by the Practice of ſeveral 
Princes and States treated on in this Diſcourſe. 

Ir was not the Fortune of Euglanũ to be con- 
ſiderable in Trade and Navigation till the Reign 
of Queen Elizabeth, who by the vigorous Ap- 
plication of her Miniſtry, found Methods of re- 
moving the Woollen Man | 
and eſtabliſhed it here, which has made a mighty 


Progreſs, and ſpread itſelf all over this — — #i 
oreign 


they found out Methods of enlarging 

Trade, ſent Ambaſſadors to India, Perſia, Tur- 
ky, _— Sc. where they found Markets for 
our Woollen Manufactures, and other Products 
of this Kingdom. But that which exceeded them 
all, was the finding out our Plantations by Sir 
Walter Rawleigh and others, which Diſcoveries 
were improved by thoſe worthy Patriots in her 
Succeſſor's Time, who compleated many Settle- 


ments both in the Sugar and Tobacco Plantations, 


which were indeed the Cauſe of the Encreaſe of 
our Shipping and Navigation, and the Promo- 
ters were ſenſible of the great Advantages ſuc- 
ceeding Ages would receive, provided the ſame 
Application was uſed. But the preſent Age is fo 
far unacquainted with the Cauſe of the Increaſe 
of our Riches, that they rather on A 
than encourage it, and inſtcad of g, ay 

| 0 


ufacture from Flanders, 
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Hold of ſome ſmall trifling Things which they 


hink may touch their private Intereſt, rather 
Good ; and if they think 
7 


romote the general 
any — from the Plantations interferes 


with ſomething we have at Home, ſome haſty Step 
is taken to prevent it; ſo that for the Sake of ſa- 
ving a Penny, we often debar ourſelyes of Things 
of a Thouſand Times the Value. | 

Tuts Misfortune will happen to any trading 
Nation, if the Perſons who have the Regulati- 
on of the Commerce do not underſtand it well 
Jari Au to diſtinguiſh nicely between thoſe Chan- 
nels by which their Riches flow in upon them, and 
thoſe that carry them away; and therefore when 

ings are carried inte a wrong Channel by ſome 
of the Planters, Merchants are afraid to men- 
tion thoſe Diſorders for Fear the Remedy ſhould 
prove worſe than the Diſeaſe. The Gentlemen 
that would judge of thoſe Things ought to inform 
themſelves what this Nation was 150 Years ago, 
how we have increaſed in Riches ſince that Time, 
what Price Corn, Cattle and Land bore then, and 
what now, and what concurring Circumſtances 
have put us in ſo flouriſhing a Condition, who 
were then ſo inconfiderable in Trade, that even 
London, the Mctropolis of this Kingdom, made 
but a {mall Figure to what Brages, Antwerp, and 
other Hans —_ did, as well as the great Ci- 
tics in the Mediterranean. 

Ir we examine into the Circumſtances of the 
Inhabitants of our Plantations, and our own, it 
will appear that not one Fourth Part of their Pro- 
duct redounds to their own Profit; for out of all 
that comes here, they only carry back Cloathing, 
and other Accomodations for their Families, all 
which is of the Manufacture and Merchandize of 
this Kingdom. 1 

| * 
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Ir any Thing to ſpare, it is laid up here, and 
_ their Shen — home to be — 4 If 

there 1s 3 to ſupport the Family they come 
here, and only an Overſeer is leſt upon the Plan- 
tation to direct, and the whole Produce is remit- 
ted home; and if enough to purchaſe an Eſtate, 
then it is laid out in Old England: All thoſe Ad- 
veg we receive by the Plantations, beſides 
the Mortgages on the Planters Eſtates, and the 
high Intereſt they pay us, which is very conſider- 
able, and therefore very great Care ought to be 
taken in regulating all Affairs of the Colonies, 
that the Planters be not put under too many Dif- 
ficulties, but re Greens to go on cheertully; 
they are born with us, or the Deſcendants of ſuch, 
and we know nothing but the Want of the Means 
to live at Home keeps them abroad. There are 
very few trading or manufacturing Towns in the 


Kingdom but have ſome Dependance on the Plan- 
tation Trade. 20 


NEN - ENGLAND and the Northern 
Colonies have not Commodities and Products e- 
nough to ſend us in Returns for purchaſing their 
neceſſary Cloathing, Oc. but are under very great 
Difficulties, and therefore any ordinary Sort ſells 
with them; and when they are grown out of 
Faſhion with us, they are new faſhioned enough 
there; and therefore thoſe. Places are the great 
Markets we have to diſpoſe of ſuch Goods, which 
are generally ſent at the Riſque of the Shop-keep- 
ers and Traders of England, who are the great 
Exporters, and not the Inhabitants of the Eoto- 
nies, as ſome have imagined. As the Colonies are 
a Market tor thoſe Sort of Goods, ſo they are a 
Receptacle for young Merchants who have not 
Stocks of their own ; and therefore all our Plan- 
tations are filled with ſuch who receive the Con- 


ſignments 
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ſignments of their Friends from hence, and when 

they have got a ſufficient Stock to trade with, 
they generally return home, and other young Men 
take their Places; ſo that the continual Motion 
and Intercourſe our People have into the Colo- 
nies may be compared to Bees of a Hive, which 
go out empty, but come back again loaded, by 
which Means the Foundation of many Families is 
laid. The Numbers of Sailors and other Tradeſ- 
men, who have all their Dependence upon this 
Traffick, are prodigiouſly great, our Factors who 
frequent the 4 — Colonies being under Dif- 
ficulties to make Returns for ſuch Goods as they 
diſpoſc of. What Gold, Silver, Logwood, and other 
Commodities they trade for upon the Spaniſh Coat, 
is ſent home to England; as alſo Oyl, Whale- 
Finns, and many other Goods, Likewiſe another 
great Part of Returns is made by Ships built there, 
and diſpoſed of in the Streights and other Parts of 
Europe, and the Money remitted to us. Now all 
thoſe Ships are called New-England Ships, and 
our Factors after they undertake any Buſineſs are 
no longer called Engliſhmen, but New=-Englan- 
ders, and the Ships they build, we are informed, 
are regiſtred as New-England Shi I ſhall 
theretore humbly recommend it to lach Gentle- 
men as are the Guardians of the Trade of the 
Nation, that our own Intereſt is not miſtaken for 
that of the Planters ; for every Reſtraint and Dif- 
ficulty put upon our Trade with them, makes 
them have Recourſe to their own Products which 
they manufacture; a Thing of great Conſequence 
to us, and ought to be guarded againſt : For it 
they are ſupplyed with their own ManutaQtures, 
one great Part of the Advantages we ſhould other- 
wiſe receive is cut off; and therefore as it is elſe- 


where obſcrved, if Care is taken to find 2 
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loyment, and turn their Induſtry another 
Was, now in their Infancy, it may be done with 
a very little Trouble, and it is to be hoped the 
Regulations propoſed in this Diſcourſe would en- 
tirely effect it. There is another Advantage we re- 
ccive by our Plantations, which is * much 
as thought on, I mean the prodigious Increaſe of 
our Shipping, by the Timber Trade between Por- 
tugal, Cc. and our Plantations, which ought to 
have all poſſible Encouragement ; for by it we have 
crept intoall the Corners of Europe, and become the 
common Carriers in the Mediterranean, as well 
as between the Mediterranean, Holland, Hambro 
and the Baltic; and this is the Cauſe of ſo great 
an Addition tp our Shipping, and the Reaſon why 
the Dutch, Ec. arc * exccedingly ſunk. But 
it ever a Stop ſhould be put to the Building of 
Ships in New-England, Gc, and carrying our 
Timber from thence, we would ſoon fink in our 
Navigation, and that of the Dutch flouriſh in its 
former Height and Grandeur. The Numbers of 
Engliſh Ships we fo often read of, that are at Lis- 
bon or the Streights, is a ſufficient Demonſtra- 
tion of the Truth of this. Doubtleſs a great 
many of thoſe Ships are loaded upon Account 
of the Dutch ; tor nothing is more common than 
their hireing our Ships (which Diſcharge their 
Loading in the Streights) to tranſport their Goods 
from Spain, Ec. to Amſterdam and other Places, 

Wr have a great many young Men who are 
bred to the Sea, and have Friends to 2 
them; if they cannot get Employment at Home, 
they go to New-England and the Northern Co- 
lomes with a Cargo of Goods, which they there 
ſell at a very great Profit, and with the Sous 
build a Ship, and purchaſe a ng of Lumber 
and fail for Portugal or the Streig bes, &c. R 
ter 
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after diſpoſing of their Cargoes there, frequent! 

ply om Port to Port in the Mediterranean, ti 
they have cleared ſo much Money as will in a 
good Part pay for the firſt Coft of the Cargo car- 
ried out by them, and then perhaps ſell their Ships, 
come home, take up another Cargo from their 
oyers, and ſo go back and build another 
Ship; by this Means Multitudes of Seamen are 
brought up, and upon a War, the Nation better 
rovided with a greater Number of Sailors than 
bach been heretofore known. Here the Maſter 
becomes Merchant alſo, and many of them gain 
EST AGILE 
reaſure is thereby yearly bi into the King- 
dom, ma Way new — unknown to our Fore 
fathers ; for indeed it is gaining the Timber- 
Trade (heretofore carried on by the Danes arid 
Swedes) our Plantations being nearer the Mar- 
kets of Portugal and Spain than they arc : Thoſe 
Advantages have made ſome People think, that 
tho we efteem New-England and the Northern 
Colonies of ſmall Advantage to us, yet it Things 
were truly ſtated, they are as profitable as moſt 
other of our Plantations. Some of our Ship- 
Builders think the Decay of their Trade proceeds 


from the Numbers of Ships built in the Planta- 


tions; but 1 muſt confeſs I differ widely from 
them, for we haye been informed, that in the 
War begun in 1688-9, we loſt more Ships in one 
Year, than we did the laſt War with the 
Dutch to that Time, and that three Fourths of 
the Ships belonging to Briſtol, and ſome other 
Ports, were either taken or deſtroyed by the 
French. This gave Occaſion for all the Ship- 
Carpenters in the Kingdom that could be ſpared 
from building the Royal Navy, to be * 
in building new Ships in the Places of thoſe — 

; en 
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ken by the French, and upon Concluſion of the 
Peace with France, there were ſo many Ships 
built during the Time of the War, that were a 
full Supply for all the "Trade that was then 
carried on; and therefore it is fu 
one Fourth of the Builders may be ſufficient 
to ſupply all that we now want. It cannot be 
ſaid that any of our Men of War arc built in 
the Plantations, or Ships for the Eaft-India, 
Turkey, or South-Sea Trades, or very few Plan- 
tation-built Ships turn'd into Colliers, (the moſt 
bulky Part of our Prank, vr ; and I believe 
the greateſt Part of our Ships tor the Barbadoes, 
Famaicg, and Virginia Trades, are built here. 

We know there arc ſome Plantation-built Ships 
uſed in the New-England, Newfoundland, and 
the Plantation-Trades, and between the Planta- 
tions and the Streights in the Lumber- Trade, as 
before obſerved, who come home in their circular 
Voyages, and are here refitted, which is fo far 
from being a Prejudice to our Ship-Builders, that 
it is looked upon to be one of the beſt Articles in 
their Trade; for it is gencrally thought the Pro- 
fits they get by mending old Ships, is as great to 
them as the building new ones, Oak-Timber be- 
ing ſo very dear, that thoſe Ships which were 
built before the War at Three Pounds per Ton, 
now coſt Six Pounds per Ton or better. If we 
were to = that Price for Ships to carry on our 
preſent Navigation, ours would ſoon fink be- 
tween the Plantation and the Mediterranean, 
Holland, Ge. and if we ſhould fall into a new 
War, it would be difficult to find Oak to build 
the Royal Navy; and therefore, as a prudent 
Nation, great Care ſhould be taken to keep up a 
ſufficient Stock of our own Oak ready to repair 


dur Walls of Defence, 
CHAP. XXXIL 


( 105 ) 


C HAP. K 


ACTS of Aſfembly to be tranſmitted to 
the King and Council, and approved of 
before they ſlall be of Force in the Plan- 
tations. | 


| S I have made ſome general Obſervations 
upon our Plantation Trade, and ſhewn 
how the ſame may be enlarged, I would with 
great Submiſſion take the Liberty to make a few 
Remarks upon the Methods now uſed in making 
of Laws in the Plantations, which frequently 
create Miſunderſtandings between the Governor 
and People. | 
Governors commonly go over with the 
View of increaſing their Fortunes, and this muſt 
ariſe from the People; and as they provide for 
their Goyernors, the larger the Proviſion is, ſo are 
alſo their Demands for — Advantages for them- 
ſelves, and commonly require the making ſome 
Laws that are greatly to the Prejudice of this 
Kingdom, many of which being temporary, and 
lat but for two or three Years, ſerve the Pur- 
poſes they were intended for, and when the Oc- 
caſion is over, the Laws ceaſe before we are ac- 
quainted with the Miſchief done by them. 
Orukx Laws are made, which they exerciſe 
as long as they can; and if repealed here, the 
ſame Inconveniencies are * or under another 
Name, and in another Dreſs, yet altogether as 
prejudicial to the Welfare of this Kingdom as 
thoſe that have been repealed : But if the Go- 
vernor has only a View to diſcharge his Truft, 
and will not grant v"_ they ask, the People 
| arc 
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are filled with Reſentment, and in ſuch Caſes 
there are never wanting buſy forward Men, 
that ſtrive to be Dictators and Leaders of the 
\ reſt, who blow up the Coals, and make the Diſ- 
tance as wide as they can, and who ſtudy all the 
Methods they can think ot, to delay and obſtruct 
as much as in them lics all the Advantages he 
might receive by his Station, and thereupon great 
Quarrels and Controverſies enſue, and Repreſen- 
tations both trom the Governors and People ſent 
home, which give the Miniftry here unſpeakable 
Trouble. 8 
AND whereas Laws which are made in the 
Colonies, though never ſo inconvenient, do ſub- 
fiſt till they are ſent home and diſapproved of, 
yet this is very oſten delayed, to the great Pre- 
judice of this Kingdom. | 
Ir is therefore propoſed for remedying thoſe In- 
convenicncies, that no Law ſhall paſs in the Plan- 
tations, until a Copy thereof be prepared by the 
Governor and Aſſembly of each Province, and ſent 
over here to be examined and approved by the 
King and Council, as the Laws from Ireland now 
are : Saving only, that if the Laws now in 
Force do not enable them upon any ſudden In- 
vaſion from the Indians, Sc. to raiſe Men and 
Money for their own Security and Defence, they 
thall be impowered upon ſuch Emergencies to 
raiſe what Supplies they ſhall ſee neceſſary, 
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Concerning Free-Ports in general, and in 
particular, the Advantage it would be 
to this Nation to endow Port-Mahon and 
Gibraltar with that Privilege. 


S this is a Kingdom abounding with Ma- 
nufactures, and many Products within our- 
ſelves, and alſo poſſeſs d of Fiſheries and Planta- 
tions abroad, which afford Commodities ex- 
treamly well adapted for the Portugal and Me- 
diterranean Markets, I am humbly of Opinion, 
that if Gibraltar and Port-=Mahon were made 
Free-Ports, this Kingdom wauld reap very great 


Advantages from them. For then Ships with 


Fiſh, or any other Merchandize that will not 
readily ſell in any Port of Portugal, or Ports of 
Spain, might be lodged at one of the ſaid Places, 
inſtead of being forced now to go as far as Le- 
ghorn to unload, becauſe of the high Duties in 
Portugal and Spain; for when Cargoes are lan- 
ded at Leghorn, it often happens that great Part 
is carried out again to other Places for a Market; 
and making thoſe Places Free-Ports, would ſoon 
remove good Part of the Trade from Leghorn, 
(the only Free-Port of Note in the Mediterra- 

nean) thither. | | 
HAT I mean by Free-Ports, is not only the 
Liberty of importing and exporting Goods free 
from Duty, but that the Civil Government 
ſhould be adminiſtred by a Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Burgefles, or Civil Magiſtrates under thoſe 
or other Denominations, before whom all Civil 
Affairs ſhould be tried refpecting Property, inde- 
O pendently 
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2 upon the Govornor or other Officers ſor 


upporting Military Power, who ſhould no way in- 


intermeddle in Civil Affairs; for it hath been 
an old Obſervation, That Trade was never 
known to flouriſh under a military Power; and 
therefore even in the Frontier great Cities and 
ITouns of France, where military Diſcipline hath 
been practiſed with as much Rigour as in any 
Place, we have always underſtood, in thoſe Places 
where any Trade was carried on, the Right of 
the Merchant was always tried in a Civil Way ; 
and in moſt ſuch Places a Court of Merchants is 
cſtabliſhed, which is alfo cuſtomary in the great 
Cities and Towns upon the Frontiers of Holland, 
cc, which Subject is very handſomely treated on 
by Sir Fe/frah Child, in his Treatiſe upon Trade. 

Txz Differences reſpecting Trade and Mer- 


chandize are ſcarccly ever better ended, than by 


a Reterence among Merchants, which hath been 


alſo approved and recommended by the Courts of 


Weſtminſter-Hall, and frequently of late Years 


even ſeveral Caſes have been referred to the De- 
termination of the three firſt Men, upon the Ju- 
ry. And if Controverſies ſhould happen in cither 


of the aforeſaid Places, Ten or Twelve of the 


Aldermen or Burgeſſes ſhould be appointed for 
that Service, and any Three of them at one Time 
to be upon the Bench of Juſtice, ſhould have 
Power to determine all Matters of Difference. 
Ir Juſtice ſhould come to be ſo cafily admini- 
ſtred, and Property ſo well ſecured, it would un- 
doubtedly draw great Numbers oſ People to ſet- 
tle there; but more ctpecially, if a general Li- 
berty of Conſcience was granted, there would 
be Flocks of People ſoon collected out of thoſe 
who now dwell under the Terrors of the Inqui- 


ſition, and other Perſecutions; neither could 
| | Places 
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Places ſo well ſituated want Trade, or Men of 
great Fortunes to carry it on, when once well 
citabliſhed. 

AxD thus if thoſe Places ſhould riſe to be conſi- 
derable, as undoubtedly they would by the Encou- 
ragement of ſuch „ they might, by laying 
Exciſes, and other eaſy Duties, as alſo by Ancho- 
rage, and the like ſmall Port Charges, be capable of 
railing a conſiderable Revenue, which might in 


I Time be ſufficient to ſupport the Garriſons, and to 


ſpare, of which we ſee an Inſtance in the flouriſhing 
Port of Leghory. Nor can happier Situations be 
found for ſuch purpoſes, Gibraltar lying in the ve= 
ry Mouth of the Streights, and within Sight of all 
Ships that fail to, or return from the Mediter- 
ranean Sea, and the Merchants may have quick 
Advice what Demands there are for any Commo- 
ditics in the trading Cities of Portugal and Spain, 
and Port-Mahon lies fo conveniently, and fo near 
the Coaſt of Spain and Eaſt France, that even 
the Fiſhing-Boats from Toulon and Marſeilles, 
down to Barcelona, Alicant, and Carthagena, 
may come and trade with them. They have al- 
ſo the Convenience of a long Tract on the Coaſt 
ot Barbary, Italy, &.. 

As much as 1 am for making Gibraltar and 
Port-Mahon Free-Ports, I cannot yet be of 
their Opinion, who are for having all the Ports 
of England made tree, all our Cuſtom-Houſes 


_ demolith'd, and all the Products and Manufac- 


tures of the World brought in free of all Duty, 
that we may ſend them out again as free to other 
Countries, alledging that this is the Practice of 
Holland, the Hans-Towns, Hamburg, Leg horn, 
&c. and that it is by this Means they have work'd 
themſelves into ſo vaſt and extenſive a Trade in 
{urniſhing other People with foreign Commodi- 

O2 ties; 
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ties; but theſe Notions are intirely wrong: For 
as to the Dutch, they lay Duties on their Im- 
portations as well as we, and have Cuſtom-houſes 
and regular Officers for the Collection of them; it 
is true however, that theſe Duties are ſmall, and 
the Nature of their Trade abſolutely requires it; 
for as they have the Maeze, the Rhine, and the 
Moſelle, and divers other great Rivers, to ſend up 
their Merchandize for a vaſt Extent all over Ger- 
any, the Profit of their People, and the Sup- 
port of their Trade, depends chiefly on the Vent 
of their Importations in thoſe inland Parts of the 
Continent ; and they know very well, that if 
they ſhould load them with Duties, other trading 
Places would underſell them, and ruin their 
Traffick that Way. But as to what is ſpent in 
their own Country, they are not wanting to im- 
poſe Duties, perhaps as high, and in ſome, higher 
than ours: Nor is our Management in this Af- 
fair different from that of the Dutch as to the 
Matter, but only in the Manner ; for where we 
lay high Cuftoms on Importation, tis only on 
ſuch Commodities as are not of Neceſſity, but ra- 
ther tend to Luxury, that ſuch of the Subjects as 
can afford to ſpend them, may by this Way of 
"Taxing contribute to the Support of the Govern- 
ment; but for thoſe which we have a Vent for 
in foreign Markets, ſuch a Drawback of the Du- 
ty is allow'd, as will reduce our Cuſtoms on 
them to be no higher perhaps than thoſe of the 
Dutch. As to Hamburg and the Hans-Tewns, 
they act upon the very ſame Principles as the 
Dutch: But the Trade of Leghorn is ſomewhat 
upon a different Foot, not being carried on ſo 
much by the Subjects of the Grand Duke, as by 
the Merchants of divers Nations who correſpond 


there; ſo that this Port is as it were a great Warc- 
houſe, 


mul. oO O01' 158 0 


m— * 


„„ 


ment they have given to able 
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houſe, where Merchants may lay up their Goods 


at a ſmall Charge, to be ready for Tranſporta- 
tion up and down the Mediterranean, as Markets 
may demand. And ſuch as this is, I am humbly 
of the Opinion, we might eſtabliſh at Gibraltar 
and Port- Mahon. But to think it would be an 
Advantage for any trading Nation to admit all 
manner of foreign Commodities to be imported 
free from all Duties, is an unaccountable Notion; 
and ſtill much leſs ſuitable to the Circumſtances 
of our Iſland than to the Continent: For we have 
no Inland Countries beyond us (as they have) 
with whom we can carry on Trade by Land: But 
what is of the utmoſt Conſequence to us, is, that 
by laying high Duties we are always able to check 
the dak of our People in their extream Fond- 
neſs of wearing exotick Manufactures: For if it 
were not for this Reſtraint, as our Neighbours 
ive much leſs Wages to their Workmen than we 
Fo, and conſequently can fell cheaper, the Ha- 
lians, the French, and the Dutch, would have 
continued to pour upon us their Silks, Paper, 
Hats, Druggets, Stuffs, Ratteens, and even Spa- 
uiſb Wooll Cloaths : For they have the Wooll of 
that Country as cheap as we, and are become 
Maſters of that — by * ae Encourage- 
orkmen from o- 
ther Countries to ſettle with them, and thereby 
have prevented the Growth of thoſe Manufac- 


tures amongſt us, and ſo might have reduced us 


to the low Eſtate we were in before their Eſta- 
bliſhment ; and therefore it will ever be a Max- 
im ſtrictly to be obſerved by all prudent Govern- 
ments who are capable of Manufactures within 
themſelves, to lay ſuch Duties on the foreign 
as may favour their own and diſcourage the Im- 
portation of any of the like Sorts from mo 
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By this Means the French have in our Time nur- 
ſed up a Woollen Manufactury, and brought it 
to ſuch Perfection as to furniſh themſelves with 
all ſuch woollen Goods as they formerly bought 
of us, to a very great Value, and are even be- 
come Competitors with us in toreign Markets. 
Warts England is in Poſſeſſion of Gibral- 
tar, the Trade of the Mediterranean will be 
open to all the Nations of Europe; but if 
it ſhould fall into the Hands of Spain, it is 
to be feared, by the ſmall Regard they pay to 
Treaties of late, and the Uſe they now ſee they 
could make of it, the next thing would be to 
incommode us in our Trade and Navigation into 
the Meaditerrancan ; tor as it is Part of the Con- 
tinent of Spain, they could at any Time ſuccour 
it with Men and Proviſions, and with the Aſſiſ- 
tance of fix or eight light Frigates might ſtop u 
the Mouth of the Streights, ſo that no Ship coul 
go in or out without their Permiſſion unleſs con- 
voy'd by a Fleet of Ships of War, the Expen- 
ces of which no Trade could bear; for from the 
Signal Houſe at Gibraltar, they can deſcry Ships 
either in the Mediterranean or Ocean, eight or ten 
Leagues, and the ſame Winds that carry thoſe 
Ships into, or out of the Mediterranean, may alſo 
carry thoſe Frigates out of the Bay of Gibraltar 
to intercept all Ships in their Paſſage ; and as 
Gibraltar was never a Place of great Trade, it 
cannot injure the Commerce of Spain for not ha- 
ving it in their Hands, for they have the Cities 
of Cadiz and Seville cloſe by it without the 
Streights, and Malaga, Cartagena, Alicant, and 
a great many other trading Towns all along the 
Coaſt within the Streights-Mouth ; there muſt be 
ſome other Motive that cauſes the Spaniards to 
inſiſt on thoſe Places, and if we ſhould ever be 
per» 
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perſwaded to part with them, I am afraid, when 

too late, we ſhall ſee the true Reaſon is, that they 

may with the ſtronger Expectation demand ſome- 

thing greater of us; but 1 hope we ſhall never 
art with thoſe Places, without ſeriouſly weigh- 
g the Conſequences. 


ENGL AND, above all other Places, ought - 


to be uſed well by Spain, becauſe we take more 
of their Products than all the reſt of Europe 


oes beſide; and even upon the Account of 


rade, if a ſtrict Search was to be made in the 


Balance, it would be found Spain is as much 


oblig'd to us, as we are to them, for taking of 
thoſe extraordinary Quantities of their Oyl, 
Wine, Fruit, and other Productions. 

Ir Gibraltar had been deliverd' to us, or by free 
Conſent put into our Hands, it is no more than 
ſome of the mightieſt Princes of the World 
have done to other trading Nations ; for the 
Portugueſe do to this Day enjoy in the Em- 
pire of China the Town and Caſtle of Mo- 
cao, in the very Entrance of the River of Canton, 
as a Sccurity to the European Nations that trade 
thither : ch 
Coaſt of Malabar, and had Garriſons for the Se- 
curity of their Trade in ſeveral Parts of India, 
ſome of which they were diſpoſſeſſed of by the 
Dutch and Engliſh. The Engliſh Eaft-India 
Company at this Day enjoy Fort St. George, and 
Fort St. David's, on the Coaſt of Cormandel ; 
Fort William in the Bay of Bengal, in the Mouth 
of the Ganges; Bombay, not far from Suratte, the 
— Mart of India, as well as many other 

'orts and Places which are allowed as Pledges 
for the Security of their Trade. The Datch 
have the tamous Citics of Batavia and Bantam, 
and above thirty other Factories in India. The 

| pa- 


ey enjoy the City of Goa, on the 
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Spaniards themſcives allowed the Datch Fort 
Lillo, on the Mouth of the Scheld, for and during 
the Time they . it, even to their quitting 
Flanders, which intirely interrupted the Trade 
of Antwerp, and the Navigation of the Schel 
and yet that Conceſſion was always obſerved, 
never made any Difference in the Trade and 
Commerce between the two Nations. It mufthe 
allow'd that Place was of Conſequence to Spain, 
and the Trade of Flanders did in great Meaſure 
fall into the Hands of the Dutch ; but, as before 
| obſerved, Gibraltar was never a Place of great 
Trade, nor can it injure the Commerce of Spain 
to make good their Treaty, and confirm the 
Ceſſion thereof, as a Security to our Trade and 
Navigation. 

Ir is 22 that Spain ſhould keep their 
Treaties with all other Nations, allow the Em- 
perour Flanders, Milan, Naples, and Sicily, 
allow the French that Part of Hiſpaniola which 
they took Poſſeſſion of in Time of Peace, and 
yet ſhould chuſe to quarrel with their . greateſt 
Benefadtors for a Thing that is worth nothing 
to them, but as to us who are ſo deeply concer- 
ned in Navigation, a Protection to our Mediter- 
ranean Trade, which it is to be ſuppoſed the 
Engliſh Nation will never part with. 
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CH A P. XXXIV. 


CONSIDERATIONS upon the 
General Balance. 


T is a Matter of great Difficulty to know 
the true Balance of Trade; ſome expect the 
houſe Accounts will ſet us to Kights, but 
there may be a great many Fallacies in thoſe 
Accounts; a great many Goods exported may 
be over-rated, and a great many imported un- 
der-rated : Beſides, it is poſſible to run in vaſt 
Quantities of Goods that we can have no Ac- 
count of, and ſome Merchants have entered 
double the Quantity of Woollens they intend to 
ſhip off, to diſcourage others from ſending to 
the ſame Market. 

Ox a former Computation made by the In- 
ſpector General of the Cuſtoms, the Importation 
of Holland's Linen for the Year 1703. viz. Hol- 
lands, Damasks, Diapers, Borclaps, Ec. amount- 
ed to 213701 J. and upon peruſing ſome Pa- 
pers, I had a Mind to examine the Entry 


of all Hollands, Cambricks and Flanders Lacg 


entered in the Year 1723, and I found Hol- 
land's Linen valued at 148971 J. tho' at the ſame 
Time it was ſuppoſed that above Five hun- 
dred thouſand People, Men, Women and Chil- 
dren wore Hollands for Shifting, beſide great 
Quantities uſed for Sheeting and Tabling. Rec- 
N the Shirting but at Thirty Skillings 
per Head, that no more than Five hundred 
thouſand People wore Holland, it would amount 
to Seven hundred and fifty thouſand Pounds; 
and doubtleſs the * and Tabling would 


amount 
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amount to one hundred thouſand Pounds more. 
And the Cambricks entred from Holland and 
Flanders that Year, amounted to Twenty four 
thouſand five hundred fixty ſeven Pounds, tho 
it is become the general Wear of the King- 
dom, and almoſt every Footman hath got a 
Cambrick Neckcloth or Rufflcs ; and Wo- 
men of all conſiderable Families, whether the La- 
dies themſelves, or their Servants, all uſe it for 
Head Dreſſes and Ruffles : The whole Conſump- 
tion is thought to ſtand the Nation in above Two 
hundred Thouſand Pounds yearly. 

Ix the fame Account the Article of Flanders 
Lace is valucd at Five thouſand eight hundred 
and thirteen Pounds; whereas we know one Suit 
of Headcloths frequently coſts One hundred 

Pounds, and the Tire of one Bride hath frequent- 
ly come to Three or Four hut.4red Pounds, and 
great Numbers of Nobility, Ladies of the firſt 
Rank, even to the Merchants Wives and Daugh- 
ters, vye with one another who ſhall appear in 
the richeſt Lace. Therc's no coming to a Cer- 
tainty, but very good Judges think this Article 
muſt coſt the Nation above Three hundred thou- 
ſand Pounds yearly. 

I give only theſe Inſtances to ſhew how uncer- 
__ tain it is to depend upon our Cuſtom-houſe Ac- 

counts; for beſides the forementioned Articles, 
we have very great Quantities of Muſlin, Coffee, 
Tea, Spice, and almoſt all other Sorts of Goods 
run in upon us from Holland, Flanders, France, 
&c. So that to take the right Way of judging ot 
the Increaſe or Decreaſe of the Riches of the Nati- 
on by the Trade we drive with Foreigners, is to 
examine whether we feccive Moncy from them, or 
ſend them ours; For if we export more Goods 
than we receive, it is moſt certain we ſhall have 
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a Balance brought to us in Gold and Silver, and 
the Mint will be at Work to coin that Gold and 


Silver: But if we import more than we export, or 


ſpend our Money in Foreign Countries, then it is 
as certain the Balance mutt be paid by Gold and 
Silyer ſent them to diſcharge that Debt. 

I have beſtowed ſome I ime in examining what 
Silver and Gold was ſhipt out in the Year 1723, 
and it appears we ſhipt in that Year to Holland, 

In Silver, 1810703 Ounces. 
In Gold, 255753 Ounces. 
To India, in Silver, 2143086 Ounces. 

In Bullion or melted Silver, 119120 Ounces. 

Poſſibly there may be ſome entred out for 
Holland, and not Shipt, as is frequently done in 
other Goods; and there may be ſome Shipt to 


India, and not centred: But certain it is, both *' 


Pieces of Eight and Bullion are bought and ſhipt 
oft, ſome of which coſt 5 5. 44. ſome 5 s. 5 4. 
and ſome more per Ounce, and I believe none ſo 
low as Standard or 5 5s. 2. d. for thirty Years 
paſt ; and I preſume it has not at any Time fold 
tor more than 5 5. 2 d. in Holland: So that I 
think I may ſafely conq ude, that upon an Avc- 
rage we pay or loſe 4 per Cent. upon all the 


Silver ſhipt to Holland, and we muſt ſuppole 


Gold bears ſome Proportion. to the Silver. 
THERE is no Notice taken of Silver or Gold 
ſhipt off to Norway or Sweden, or the Baltick, 
nor the Bullion ſent from hence to Holland, 
which we may ſuppoſe is generally of our coin'd 
ef melted down: What is carricd gocs a- 
way ſecretly, leſt by being made publick it ſhould 
lead into an Enquiry whence the Bullion came : 


What the Quantity ſhipt off beſide may be is im- 


poſſible to gueſs ; however what appears amounts 
to above Two Millions Sterling in that Ycar, and 


1 2 Wl 


— 
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it is improbable any Sum like this can be brought 
into this Kingdom from all the Nations we trade 
with. We have no Bullion coming to us in Gold 
and Silver, unleſs it be from Portugal and 22 
and what we have had of late by our South Sea 
Trade, and from Famaica, and the reſt of our 
own Plantations, and therefore I am afraid that 
large Quantities of our Coin now goes away to 
pay for our — 4 | 
I expect it will be ask'd what Reaſon there is 
for ſending ſo much Money to Holland, it being 
8 allowed they take much more of our 
oods and Merchandize than we do of theirs. 
Is the Inſpector Generals Account be right, we 
have a greater Balance of Trade upon the Dutch, 
than we have upon Portugal and Spain put both 
together, and if we had no other Nation to pay 
Money to, who are indebted to the Dutch, we 
ſhould notwithſtanding the Smuggling Trade re- 
ceive a Balance from thence; but as we take ſur- 
riſing Quantitics of Timber, Iron, Flax, Hemp, 
22 Silk, fine Cambricks, Flanders Lace, 
fine high priced Wines, Velvets, Brocades, and a 
vaſt Number of other Things, this Bullion is 
ſent to Holland to pay for them, and the Duteb 
manage their Trade with all thoſe Countries 
with ſo much Prudence, that they are generally 
in their Debt. And to make this more clcar, 
J ſhall propoſe a State of the Trade between 
England and thoſe Countries from whence we 
have thoſe vaſt Quantities of Goods, for which 
we arc forced to pay the Balance they have upon 
us in ready Money: I therefore ſuppoſe the ſun- 
dry Kingdoms and States undermentioned have 
Balances annually paid them by us. 
Ueon the War between Sweden and Den- 
mark a great many of their bulky Ships being 
| e- 
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deſtroyed, the Importation of their Commodities 
was chiefly in Britiſh Shipping, but that War 
being over, and they having again begun to build 
great Numbers of ſuch Veſſels, the Freight of 
their Goods is like to fall again into their own 
Hands, and then we may expect the Balance com- 
ing to them will be greater upon us than now it 1s. 
He ſeveral Sums ſup {ed to be paid, are 
only ſet down to give the Reader in a ſhort 
View ſome Idea ot the general Trade we drive, 
and the great Sums thoſe Nations draw from us, 
but not for him to depend on as certain Balan- 
ces; there may be more due to ſome Countries, 
to other Countries there may be leſs, or the Ge- 
neral Balance may be more, or it may be leſs; 
nor do I think it is poſſible by the Cuſtomhouſe 
Accounts, or any other Calculations, to come 
to a Certainty; but by former Calculations the 
Sums ſet down here were ſuppoſed to be near 
the Balances thoſe Countries bad upon us, and 
we have Reaſon to believe they are not leſs now. 
I defire others, who have more Time to ſpare, 
will examine into it; and it they have Reaſon 
to believe thoſe foreign Nations draw ſuch large 
Sums from us, how ſerviceable it would be to 
put thoſe. Obſervations -into the cleareſt View 
oſſible: For my own Part I do not pretend to 
ave the Capacity to repreſent Matters of this 
Nature ſo perfectly as ſome Gentlemen can, which 
makes me defirous to incite them to. employ 
their Thoughts upon ſo neceſſary a Work. 


We will ſuppoſe the Balance of > © 
Trade we pay Norway for Timber, 
Sc. over and above what they take 1 30,000 
y_ us, to be — 
HE Balance to Sweden for Iron 
Timber © &9c . — — 3 240,000 
Tur 


8 
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Tux Balance to Ruſſia for Hemp, ) I. 
Flax, Linen, Hides, Tallow, Pot-& 400,000 
aſh, Timber, Iron, Oc. 

Tu Balance to the Emperor's he-. 
reditary Countries of Sileſia, &c. for 
broad and narrow Garlix, — 4 
Dowlas, as well as all other Sorts of ꝙ 500,000 
Linen, whether from Prafja, or 
Switzerland, and all other Commo- 
ditics from Hambro', Bremen, &c. = 4 

Tux Balance to Flanders for their; | 
Lace and Linen, Threads, Sc. 250000 

Tux Balance for Cambricks and) 
Cambrick Lawns from St. Ouintin, 
e. Valenciennes, and to Bor- 
aeaux tor Claret, to Champaign and > 
Burgundy tor Wine, to Paris for | 


$00,000 
Silk and Silver Brocades, Velvets, Oc. 
and great Quantities of other Goods 
run in upon us. — 
Tux Balance for thrown Silk from 

Piedmont, &c. — — 200, O00 

To theſe I will add the Monies ſpen 
by young Noblemen and Gentlemen 
upon their Travels into France, lah | 
Germany, &c. and the Remittances 7 190,000 
that are made to the diſſaffected who 
are gone Abroad. — — 

uE Intereſt paid Foreigners for 
* =_ our * * | 
HE Mone nt upon Foreign 
Embaſſies, 85 1 * 

As it is ſuppoſed we have the above Balances 
to pay, it may be queried what Places we trade 
with, from whence we arc ſupplied with Effects 
to anſwer thoſe Demands. It is apprehended much 
the greateſt Part is raiſed out of our own Plan- 

| tations, 


200,000 
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tations, and from Ireland, there being vaſt Sums 
due from the latter to Noblemen and Gentle- 
men of this Kingdom who have Eſtates there, 
which is remitted to us for the Proviſions the 

ſend to Spain, Portugal, France, Flanders, Hol. 
land, &c. We may add the Profits of the Eaſt- 
India Trade upon the vaſt Quantitics of Goods 
that arc ſold for Re- exportation; the Profits of 
the African Trade, by the large Sums of Money 
we receive for Negrocs fold to the Spaniſh Weft- 
Indics, &c. beſide what they fell to our Plan- 
tations, and Gold Duſt brought home, the 
Balance we receive from Portugal, and we may 
mention the Balance from Spain, tho' I am afraid 
that is not ſo conſiderable as ſome imagine: 
Now if the Treaſure drawn from our Plantati- 
ons, and from Ireland, and the Profits of the a- 
forcſaid Trades do not diſcharge the above Ba- 


lances, the reſt muſt be paid in Gold and Silver 


from hence. 

N. B. We have not taken any Notice in the 
above Catalogue of thoſe Nations, which 
we think take as many of our Manufactures 
as we do of theirs, neither do we think it 
neceſſary to give our Thoughts what we 
think thoſe Balances may be which we have 
upon our Plantations, Ireland, &c. 

We will ſuppoſe that Thomas London is the ge- 
neral Trader for the whole Nation of England to 
all thoſe Countries that have thoſe great Balances 
upon us. He orders his Correſpondents in Vor- 
way, Sweden, Ruſſia, Sileſia, Hambro, Bremen, 
Bruges, St. Duintin,Cambray, Valenciennes, Bor- 
deaux, Paris and Piedmont, to draw their ſe- 
veral Balances upon his Correſpondent Andrew 
Holdfaſt in Amſterdam, to whom he writes that 
he has given Orders to draw upon him tor the 
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forementioned Balances reſpectively due to thoſe 
ſeveral Countries. Thomas London goes upon 
the Exchange, employs his Broker to take up 
Bills in order to pay the ſaid Balances ; he agrees 
with Iſrac} Mendez and others for the whole 
Sum, and as Occaſion offers, delivers his Mone 

to them, and takes their Bills, which he ſen 


to Amſterdam to diſcharge the Bills drawn 


as aforeſaid. I1/rae] Mendez and others make 
it their Buſineſs to buy up Pieces of Eight, Moi- 
dores and other Gold and Bullion, and export 
to Holland, to anſwer their Draughts; this is a 
ſufficient Reaſon why we export ſo much Bullion 
to Holland. 

I ſhall now propofe ſome Articles of Trade and 
Improvements of Manufactures at Home, which 
I am firmly perſuaded, it well regulated and car- 
ried on with Spirit and Reſolution, might be made 
many Hundred thouſand Pounds yearly more pro- 
fitable to the Nation than now they are. I thall 
begin the Catalogue of thoſe Regulations, by 


ropoſing 
hs TY 7 


Tux encouraging and __— fin 

Lace, Velvets, Silver and Gold Stuffs, | 

and valuing our ſelves as much upon 

appearing in Manufactures of our 
own, as the late French King and his{ 300, 0 
Courtiers did upon wearing their 

Woolens and other Manufactures of 


France. # A 


ther fine Manutactures of India, in- 
ſtead of wearing French Cambricks, 
and Cambrick Lawns, — 


Tur wearing fine Muſlins and o- | 
; 200,000 


PR o- 
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PxomHBITING the wearing of prin- A L. 
ted Hollands, and printed German 


Linen, and confining that Trade toę 100,000 | 


the wearing of Engliſh, Scotch and Irifh 
Linen. 
Encovurxacins the ſowing of 
Hemp and Flax in our Plantations, 
and ſupplying our ſelves with Part of 300,000 
what we uſe from thence, inſtead o 
having all from Rufia. — 
ImeoxTING Raw Silk from China, 
and throwing it with Water Engines 
100,000 


here, inſtead of Piedmont Silk, the 

Cheapneſs of which would enable us 

to ſupply Foreign Markets as cheap 

as any other Couutry of Europe, = = 
Fux THER Improvements upon fine 

Raw Silk to be made in Carolina, Pen- 200. oo 

ſilvania, &c. to anſwer the Uſe o , 

Piedmont Silk, 
EnxcourAGcinG the making of Pig 

Iron in erer and _ 

it into Bar Iron, by additional Forges 

to be erected — inſtead of hs OY 

the whole from Sweden, &c. —— 
Dis posix G of Bar Iron which 

may be made 1n the CO to Por- 

tugal, Italy, Coaſt of Africa, and O 

all other "4 of the pF Aer or ONE 

as well as Turkey and India. 
Max1xG of Pot-aſh in the Planta- 

tions inſtead of having it from Ruffa. > 30,000 
EncouracinG our own Naviga=, 

tion, by building large bulky Ships, ; 

ſuch as are uſed by the Danes and | 100,000 

Swedes, and importing Part of our P 

Timber from New-England, Nova 

Scotia, and New-foundland, | 
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—— our Trade — 2 
Plantations, by . N c | | 
of Navigation, in obliging all Ships 
that come to adn = * 
&c. to come to England, and lay out N 
their Money here, and by that Mert » RP 
Navigation to the Streights carry our 
Plantation Commodities as cheap as 
the French do theirs by their New 
Regulations. den 

HE making of Cochineal, raifing 
of Indigo, encouraging the planting | 
of Cocoa Trees, and many other Im- > 100,000 
provements in Carolina, as well as the 
Sugar Iſlands. — — 

UPPLYING the North of England, 

Scotland and Ireland, with Plenty o 

Hemp and Aon from our thy "= 

would give Employment to a Million 

of People ſuppo 8 be now out off 0 
Work, allowing each earned one Pen- 

ny a Day, and accounting 300 work- 

ing Days in the Lear. — 

8 is worth while to read over the Hiſtory ot 
thoſe Times wherein our Plantations were ſettled, 
to ſee the Spirit, Reſolution, and indefatigable 
Endeavours of our Anceſtors And we are 


highly obliged to a noble Duke, who has late- 


ly revived their Example; to whom, (tho' he had 
not the deſired Succeſs in his generous Under- 
taking of _— St. Lucia,) this Nation will 
remain Debtors tor his publick ſpirited Deſign. 
Upon the firſt Settlement of our Colonies, 
great Sums of Money were iſſued out of this 
ingdom for clearing the Land, erecting Sugar- 
Works, and purchafing Negroes to ſupp "7 them, 
as well as the Tobacco Plantations ; and there- 


fore when our firſt Planters ſettled there, they 
in 
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in general mo their Plantations to borrow 
Money, for which they nay a large Intereſt. 

Is we were then capable of raiſing Money for 
carrying on thoſe Deſigns, could we now be rou- 
ſed up into a State of Induſtry, how much more 
calily 7 65 it be done by the Money that is 
daily paid out of the Funds; and how much bet- 
ter would it be for the Kingdom to improve the 
Money to ſuch uſeful Adyantages, than to have 
it remain a Charge upon our Eſtates. 

Son of the induſtrious Planters then cleared 
off their Mortgages in a little Time, not but that 
ſome of them lived ſo high, that they have 
ſuffered Part of the Mortgage to remain up- 


on their Eſtates to this By but this happens 


only to ill Oeconomiſts: For I was credibly in- 
formed by a Gentleman from Famaica, with 
whom I ſome Diſcourſe upon the Sub- 
ject, that a young Man of his Acquaintance 
* a Piece of Ground, clear'd it of the 
Wood, and borrowed Ten thouſand Pounds to 
pay for the Land, purchaſe Negroes, and ere& 
the Works, and yet by his Induſtry, in Ten 
Years Time, he paid off the ſaid Ten thouſand 
Pounds, and had the Plantation clear to him= | 

ſelf; this ſhews the Improvements that might be 

made where Ind is uſed, „ 
SoMe will have the Number of Negroes em- 
2 0 in our Plantatious to be One hundred 
and Ninty, or Two hundred Thouſand; but be- 
cauſe I deſire all my Calculations may be rather 
within than exceed the common Computation, 
I will ſuppoſe them to be about One hundred 
and fifty Thouſand, and the Produce ſent home 
from thence of all Sorts for our own Conſump- 
tion, as well as what was re-exported, together 
with the Profit of our 8 employed therein, 
2 to 
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to be about 1500,000 J. a Year, and that Part 
that was re-exported (or carried to Foreign Mar- 
kets,) might before the Increaſe of the Home 
Conſumption of our Sugar, and the Decay of 
the Re- exportation, amount to near Half that 
Sum. Now all this great Increaſe of our Trea- 
ſure procceds chiefly from the Labour of Ne- 

rocs in the Plantations ; and there is no Man- 
ner of Doubt to be made, if the ſame Spirit 
was raiſed in our Inhabitants to add to our Ri- 
ches, as was in thoſe Perſons who firft ſettled 
them, they would find, that by the Labour of 
the like Number of Negroes employed upon 
railing Silk, Iron, Hemp, Flax, Pot-aſh, and o- 
ther Improvements here mentioned, turn to 
greater Account than ever the Sugar and Tobacco 
Plantations have yet afforded. 

AN p the Conſideration of having ſuch a 
Number of People dependant upon us for all 
their Clothing, ought to be eſteemed as an ad- 
ditional Jreaſure, provided we put them upon 
Employments which will raiſe Money to pay tor 
what they want; for we are not to conſider 
them as Vagrants and neceffitous Perſons, but 
as Perſons who, if properly encouraged, can- 
not avoid getting Eſtates, and therefore ſup- 
plying them with Clothing ſuitable to their 

nclinarions (for it is obſervable that they 

muſt be all fine Abroad) will be Forty Times 
the Profit of Clothing them at Home with Lea- 
ther Doublets, Breeches, or Rags: And as great 
Numbers of People ſübſiſt upon the Intereſt of 
their Money in the Funds, as it comes to be paid 
oft, there will be an Opportunity of employing 
it to an unſpeakable Advantage, and the Len- 
ders of ſuch Money may be as well ſecured, and 
have 
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have as large Intereſt for their Money as the 
former Planters paid. 9 - 

Tux Reaſon why the Dutch have ſo vaſt a 
Trade to Norway, Sweden, Ruſſia, the Baltick, 
&c. is becauſe the Trade of thoſe Countries is not 
conſiderable enough to load a Ship with any one 
Commodity from the Place of Growth, but they 
are forced to make up their Cargo's im Holland, as 
our Country Shop-keepers do at London, of a great 
many Particulars, by which Means the Dutch have 
a moſt prodigious Trade for Grocery, Wine, 
Brandy, Fruit, Oyl, and Eaſ India Goods, as 
well as Engliſh Manufactures, all over the Baltick, 
Poland, Germany, &c. We may gueſs at the 
Largeneſs of their Trade, by the ſurpriſing Quan- 
titics of Eaft India Goods they diſpoſe of: For 
tho' their Importation from India is ſaid to ex- 
ceed ours, _ they bring home is not ſuffi- 


_ cient to anſwer their Sales, but frequently they 


buy near half the Goods that are fold at our 
Eaft India Sales ; and it it will be allowed the 
ppl thoſe Countries where me trade wit 
what they want, in Proportion to the Eaft India 
Goods they import of their own and buy of us, 
their Trade muſt be immenſely great. 

As Holland is a Magazine or Colle&ion of all 


the Products and Manufactures of the World, 


which they diſperſe over all Europe, the Merchants 
and Shopkeepers are every where their Debtors, 
and Money is brought them from almoſt all Coun- 
tries. This over Balance of Trade makes them 
the Centre of Exchange to all Europe; and we 
need not admire at it, if we conſider that this is 
the Path beat out by their Forefathers, that 
one Generation ſucceeds another, and conſtant 
Additions are made in enlarging their Ac- 
quaintance, opening New Channels of Trade, 
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and in bartering Coanpodity againſt Commodi- 
ty, in which it is ſaid the Dutch exceed all 2 
ther Nations; and it is reaſonable it ſhould bs ſo, 
conſidering che Length of Time they have been 
in i their Eſtates being almoſt all 
engaged in Trade; For they have not Lands 
and ts ſufficient to live upon as we haye in 
Englands and what they have is not very deſi- 
rable, fince the keeping up their Dykes and Scar 
walls, and other Taxes, run away with the great- 
eſt Part of their Income. When our Merchants 
and Tradeſmen have got plentiful Eſtates they 
turn Country Gentlemen, bud in Holland they are 
n go on in Trade, or ſpend out of the 

api 

r is wonderful how a Country ſo fituated as 
Holland is, ſo {mall a Compaſs of Land, no Pro- 
ducts of their own to export, environed as it 
were with great Cities which are their Competi- 
tors in Trade, ſhould ftcer fo exactly in all 
their Commerce, and preſerve ſuch an Intereſt 
with all the World, that they receive the Com- 
moditics of other Countrics and paſs them thro' 
their own, and do it with ſo much Jud 
and Application, that they keep the por of 
the greateſt Part of the Products of Portugal, 
Spain, and the Streights, which are carried to 

Baltick, to themſelves, and ſupply Bremen, 
Hambro, Lubeck, Dantzick, and other Places 
therewith. 

Turrx Study being to bring every Thing 
the cheapeſt Way to Market, the hire ſach Ships 
of ours as carry Lumber and other Goods from 
our Plantations to the aforeſaid Places, which 
being bound home, take half the Freight they 
can fend their own Ships out for, which makes 
ours the common Carricrs; for it they did 

ire 


8 (6129) 
hire them, the Hamburghers, Sc. would, and 
run away with their Trade. . 

Tux like is done by great Part of our Wool- 
en Manufactures, and many other Engli/þ Com- 
modities which are bought up for Holland, and 
diſpoſed of all over Europe by them, among theig _ 
Correſpondents. : | 

NoTwriTHSTANDING the Hollanders have all 
thoſe Difficulties to ſtruggle with, they can 
keep ſuch a Correſpondency in Trade, that they 
have a Balance due to them almoſt every where. 
Is it not then ſurprizing, that we who have a 
Country and Plantations abounding with Provi- 
fions of all Sorts, Tin, Lead, Copper, Coals, 
Woolen Manufactures, Sugar, Tobacco, Cc. e- 
nough for onr own Conſumption, and large 
Quantities for Re-cxportation, thould not be able 
with them to pay for what we want from abroad; 
inſtead of which we ſend our Money to Forei 
Nations, and by employing their Poor inſtead of 
- own, enable them to thruſt us out of our. Fo- 
. reign Trade, and by their impoſing high Duties 
upon our Manufactures, ſo clog the Exportation 
of them, that it amounts to a Prohibition. 
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CONCLUSION: 

OON after the Declaration of King Wilam's 
8 War with France, the paying our Army in 
Flanders occaſioned — Remittances, and to an- 
ſwer thoſe Demands Bullion was ſent from hence, 
which in a great Meaſure put a Stop to our Coin- 
age; and in as much as foreign Commodities drew 
away „ Treaſure you y, the Government took 
that Affair into Conſideration, in order to put a 
Stop thereto, and more particularly to thoſe of 
France: But that we might not want a Supply of 
what was neceſſary, Care was taken to have divers 
Manufactures eſtabliſhed at Home, ſuch as thoſe 
of Alamodes and Luſtrings, Hats, Glaſs, Paper, 
as alſo of Copper and Braſs, with other the like 
Improvements. But upon the Death of RS 
Charles the Second of Spain, and the Frenc 
King 2 plac'd his Grandſon upon that 
Throne, he ſoon introduced the wearing of French 
Manufactures into that Kingdom, which before 
uſed to be ſupplied from England, and turn'd the 
Trade ſo much againſt us, that whereas before 
the War we uſed to receive a conſiderable Balance 
from Spain in Specic, the Merchandize and Pro- 
ducts we then took from them, according to the 
Opinion of the moſt judicious Spaniſh Merchants, 
amounted to more than all our Woollens expor- 
ted thither. | 

SEVERAL Gentlemen conſulted how thoſe In- 


conveniencies might be remedied ; many Calcu- 
| A lations 


(2) 
lations were made, and alſo the Cuſtom-Houſe 
Accounts inſpected; divers of thoſe Papers were 
in my Hands, which upon the Treaty of Com- 
merce with France gave ſome Inſight into the 
Trade between us and them, and the Damage 
we ſhould ſuſtain if that Commerce ſhould be laid 
open as formerly; and after ſettling the Treaty of 
Uerechs, and the Acceſſion of King George to 
theſe Realms, our Trade and Navigation met 
with further Embarraflments from the Czar of 
Muſcovy and the King of Sweden, which enga- 
ged thoſe Gentlemen in further Conſultations how 
to ſurmount thoſe Difficultics. They had for- 
med a Deſign to prevent our being ſup- 
plicd with Naval Storcs from their Dominions 
otherwiſe than at their own Prices, and in their 
own Shipping. This put the Lords of Trade and 
Plantations upon Enquiry, whether it was poſ- 
fible to have thoſe Naval Stores from our Colo- 
nics, and accordingly in the Year 1716, they ſent 
tor ſundry Perſons to conſult what Methods might 
be taken to raiſe and produce them there: A- 
mong the reſt, I was alſo required to give my 
Thoughts thereupon ; and after I had given them 
the beſt Information i was then capable of, they 
ordered me to commit what I had ſaid to writing, 
and to lay it before them. I had ſeveral Copics 
written out, ſome I gave to Virginia and Neu- 
England Merchants, and deſired they would care- 
fully inſpect every Particular. They were ſo kind 
as to aſſiſt me, and I did by their Approbation 
lay it before their Lordſhips. The Subject of that 
Memorial was to ſet forth, how Pitch and Tar 
might be regulated and further improved ; that 
we might be ſupplied with Iron from thence ; the 
great Advantage it would be to have Timber pro- 
- vided ready tyr a Loading, and large Ships built, 
SON ſuch 
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ſuch as are uſed by the Daves and Swedes for im- 
porting it hither ; that Voyages from our Planta- 
tions with ſuch I imber might be performed in as 
ſhort a Time as from Petersbourg, or the Bothnick 
Gulph, to England, and conſequently a very large 
Sum of Money ſaved to the Nation, which we 
now pay to the Ba/tick tor thoſe Commodities. 
After delivering the ſaid Memorial, I was fre- 
quently required to give my Thoughts concern- 
ing Naval Stores, and ſundry other Things; the 


Anſwers to which are contained in the foregoing 


— ach wherein is ſet forth, That the Hemp 
and Flax we have from Ruſſia, comes Five or Six 


Hundred Miles by Land, and ſome of it a Thou- 
ſand Miles by Water Carriage, before it is ſhipp'd 


tor England, whereas our American Colonies, for 
a vaſt Extent, communicate with the Sea by a 
great Number of Navigable Rivers, from whence 
we may be ſupplied with Hemp and Flax, and o- 
ther naval Stores to anſwer all our Occaſions, provi- 
ded a ſufficient Bounty was given to encourage the 
producing and importing ſuch Commodities from 
thence. An Extraordinary Board met, where 


the Secretary of State and other great Men were 


eſent; the Conſideration of railing Naval Stores 
in the Plantations was laid before them, and the 
Propoſal was approved of, and a Bill carried into 
the Houle, wherein it was hoped a Bounty would 
be given upon Hemp, Flax, and Pig-Iron, the 
laſt being an Undertaking of great Expence ; but 
tho” it fo nearly affected the Welfare and Proſpe- 
rity of the Nation, very tew Gentlemen ſeem'd 
to have any Notion of the Difficulty we were un- 
der for Naval Stores, nor of the great Advantage of 
being independent of all foreign Powers tor thoſc 
Commodities, nor apprehenſive of the Difference 
of purchaſing every t ing we wanted with our 17 
2 y 
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dy Money from Foreigners, and raiſing them in our 
— Plantati ons, nor 5f the Advantages of — 
Materials for employing and ſetting to Wor 
more than a Million of vagrant indolent Wretches, 
whoſe Time is ſpent in corrupting the induſtrious, 
or roving about the Kingdom, or begging from 
Door to Door; therefore thoſe Perſons who ſoli- 
cited the promoting ſo publick a Benefit were diſ- 
couraged. But the great Application of the 
French in contriving every thing for the Benefit 
of that Kingdom, and particularly the Regula- 
tions ſet forth in the Edict of the _ of Fanuary 
1726, gave ſeveral Gentlemen that the 
Circumſtances of our Trade would alſo been exa- 
mined into. I amperſwaded, if Gentlemen would 
enter into the Contaderation of the many Advan- 
tages that would accrue to this Kingdom by ſup- 
plying ourſelves with Naval Stores in our Planta- 
tions, and providing other Materials for employ- 
ing our Poor, they would not ſlip ſo fair an Op- 
portunity as they now have, to engage the People 
in it. 

Some Iron-Works have been erected at a vaſt 
Expence, the Undertakers depending upon ſome 
Encouragement from the Government, but no- 
thing being done, there ſeems at preſent to be a 
Stop put to any further Proceedings. There is 
very little Progreſs made in any of the other Com- 
modities, but ſundry Perſons have been writ to 
in ſeveral Colonies, to inquire into the Probabi- 
lity of producing thoſe of Silk, Hemp, and Flax. 
Inſtructions have alſo been ſent for making of 
Raw Silk to divers of the Colonies, and Anſwers 
have been returned, which ſet forth the vaſt 
Quantity there is of white Mulberry-Trees for 
feeding Silk-Worms in Carolina, Virginia, Mary- 
land, and Penſilvania; and Samples of Silk, much 
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of the ſame Nature with that we have from Pied- 


mont. If we could ſucceed in the raifing of this 
valuable Commodity, there would be this ex- 
traordi Convenience in it, that the ſame 
Hands which manage this, may alſo be employed 
in the Cultivation of Hemp and Flax, the Silk 
Scaſon being only at that Time of the Year when 
the others are growing; ſo that the one would 
not interfere with the other. Nothing is more 
evident, than that Improvements of this kind will 
be a great Means of turning the Balance of Trade 
in our Favour; and indeed it ſeems to be a Work 
that ought to be undertaken before any other, 
and very worthy the Conſideration of the Parlia- 
ment, which would fave our foreign Expence, 
and greatly contribute to the Encreaſe of the 
Wealth of the Nation; but nothing of this kind 
can be expected from the Merchant, who only 
purſues his own Buſineſs, and raiſes an Eſtate by 


thoſe Things which the Government permits the 


ubject to trade in; he may get a great deal of 


Luxury and Exceſs, when at the ſame Time the 
Nation is conſuming its Subſtance, and running 
into Poverty. Almoſt all the Princes of Europe 
have made this ſo much their Care for many 
Years paſt, that I muſt confeſs I have admired it 
has not awakened us. The Emperor, and ſundry 
Princes of Germany, Ruſſia, Sweden, Denmark, 
Savoy, but above all, France, have ſet forth fo 
many Edicts or Decrees for regulating their Com- 


merce, that if they were collected, and ſome able 


Perſon was 5 7 to abſtract thoſe Things 
that affect our Manufactures and Commerce, it 
would be of excellent Uſe to ſuch as are appointed 
to negociate our Affairs abroad. 
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Tux Care and Thought the French Miniſters 
have employed for promoting their own Manufac- 
turies, and turning every Article of their Com- 
merce to the national Advantage, is ſo very re- 
markable, that I do not ſee how they could have 
taken more juſt Methods if they had been 
bred Merchants, and their Hearts wholly ſet 
upon regulating their Commerce; "whereas with 
us it hath been rare to find any who would 
allow themſelves the Time to think properly on 
thoſe Subjects, inſomuch that when many I ings 
have been propoſed which would tend to the Ad- 
vantage of our Commerce, they have been laid 
aſide as Things not worthy of Notice. We might 
indeed take — from the French in many 
of their Regulations; I have ſeen an Arret of the 
French King's Council of State, for permitting 
(under certain Reſtrictions) the Exportation of 
the Product of the French Iſlands directly to the 
Ports of Spain. I thought neceſſary to tranſcribe 
it, and the rather, ſince the ſame Propoſal has 
been neglected here. | 
«K HE King being willing to encourage more 
and more the Commerce of the French 1/tands 
« in America, has cauſed to be laid before him 
« in Council, the Arret of the 20th of June 1698, 
« and the Letters Patents of the Month of April 
« 1717, made for regulating the Commerce of the 
« French Colony; and his Majeſty having judged 
« that it would tend to the Advantage of the ſaid 
« Colonies to permit the carrying of Sugars, and 
« all other Goods of the Product of the French 
« lands directly to the Ports of Spain; the Re- 
« port of M. Dodun, Councellon in Ordinary of 
« the Royal Council, Comptroller-General of the 
« Finances, being heard, his Mujeſtyin Couucil has 


„permitted, and permits, the French Merehants 
f 8 . 10 i6 
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« to ſend directly from the French I/ands in 
« America, to the Ports of Spain, Sugars of all 
“ Forts, except however raw, or Muſcavado Su- 
gars, as alſo all other Goods of the Product of 
« the ſaid French lands in America; deroga= 
4 * this Purpoſe from the Second and Iwen- 
« ty Sixth Articles of the Letters Patents of the 
„ Month of April 1717, in Favour of the Mer- 
« chants of this Kingdom only; this preſent Per- 
« miffion being not to be extended to, or enjoyed 
« by the Inhabitants of the French Iſlands and 
« Colonies. His Majeſty's Will is, that the 
« French Ships which ſhall carry Goods dire#ly 
from the Iſlands to Spain, ſpall be obliged to 
« come back intothe Ports of France from whence 
« they ſet out, on the Penalties ſpecified in the 
« Second Articl: of the Letters Patent of 1717. 
« It is likewiſe his Majeſty's Will, thatthe French 
« Merchants who ſhall be concerned in this Com- 
« merce fall be obliged to produce, at the Return 
« of the Ships to France, an Account of the Goods 
« they took in ot the lands, certified by the prin- 
« cipal Officers of the Farms; and alſo an Account 
© of the Goods landed in Spain, certified by the 
“French Conſul, on the Verification of which Ac= 
« counts ſo certified, the Duties of the Domain 
« of the Weſ# ſhall be acquitted. Done in the 
« King's Council of State, his Majeſty preſent, 
« at Marly, the 27thof January «4 i 

The Miniſters of that Nation have had the 
Improvement of their Commerce ſo much at 
Heart, that they have even ſent skiltul and able 
Men into the principal trading Countries, to in- 
ſpect their Management, and pry into the Secrets 
of their Trade, one of which (Monſ. Huet) has 
writ a Treatiſe, entituled, A View of the Dutch 
Trade, wherein he makes this remarkable Ob- 


ſervation, 
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ſervation, © That he wrote more willingly 1 5 
« that Subject of Commerce, becauſe (laid he) 
« there is nothing in my fudgment ſeems to be 
« ſo little underftood in France, eſpecially by 
« Perſons of publick Employments and high 
« 70 either in the Courts of Fudicature, 


4 Cabinet, or Treaſury, However it is certain, 
„ (ſaid he) Commerce is of ſo great Importance, 
that I make no Difficulty to aver, that accor- 


« ding tothe Conduct of the ſeveral States of Eu- 
« rope, there are very few Things in Goveru- 
« ment that deſerve more Attention than this 
« Article of Commerce Aud to be convinced 0 
« the Truth of this, we have nothing elſe to 
« but to confider the Difference there is between 
« thoſe Countries where Trade flouriſhes, and thoſe 
Countries which have none If we will re- 
« member that England and Holland, which by 
« Reaſon of their Situation make ſo great a Fi- 
« gure inthe Affairs of Europe, regulate their 
« principal . always with an Eye to their 
« Commerce ”, But if that Gentleman had lived 
to our Time, he would have ſeen much more 
Reaſon to have applauded the Skill and Conduct 
of their own Council of State and Chamber of 
Commerce, than to have cquall'd us with the 
Dutch in the Regulation of our Trade. ; 
Beroxe the Beginning of King William's War, 
our great Conſumption of Wines were thoſe of 
France, and the higheſt that we annually impor- 
ted from thence did not exceed Eighteen or 
Twenty Pounds per Ton; but Florence Wine 
being the deareſt and ſcarceſt, was generally ac- 


counted the higheſt Entertainment; but the Pro- 


hibition of French Wines ſoon made them ſcarce, 
and conſequently they became the moſt faſhionable, 
and he the fineſt Gentleman that gave the higheſt 
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Price for his Claret. The Gentlemen about Bor- 


deaux that could keep their Wine, ſoon found 
out our Foible ; and inſtead of ſelling their beſt 


Wines at the Prices they did before the War, got 


them up to 80 J. per Ton or more; and ſome 
rticular Importers choſe rather to keep up thoſe 
igh Prices than to have them cheaper. I mention- 
ed to one of thoſe Importers the great Folly 1 
thought it was to raiſe the Price upon ourſelves ; 
He replied, The greater Prices they gave abroad, 
the greater Profit they could get by it. Gentlemen 
would not think it good, unl 
Six Shillings a Flask: However, I believe, this Evil 
might be remedied, and thoſe very Wines bought 
abundantly cheaper ; for no other Nation pretends 
to give the one Half of what we now give. 
von Extravagancies have often appeared in 
this Kingdom, and the Government have taken 
Care to reſtrain them. I do not here only point 
at the dear-hought Wines, but alſo the wearing of 
gaudy Silks, Velvet Cloathing, ſuperfine Cam- 
bricks, high priced Laces, and other Foreign 
Manufactures, which is now become a Faſhion, 
not only among the Ladies, but even among our 
Gentlemen. 

Id Edward the Third's Time, Laws were 
made againſt wearing Foreign Manufactures, and 
Queen Elizabeth was ſo apprehenſive of the 
ill Conſequences of wearing out- landiſh Silks, Oc. 
and the ger there was of the Nobility and 


_ Gentry ſquandering away their Eſtates, that ſhe 


began the Reform herſelf, and ordered all her 
Court to follow her Example. 

Tre Care that Lewis the Fourteenth took 
to engage all his Subjects to wear the Ma- 
nufactures of their own Country, is alſo wor- 
thy of Imitation; and when the Court ap- 

B peared 
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peared in the utmoſt Splendor, every Thing 
muſt be of the Manufacture of France, or fall un- 
der his Diſpleaſure; upon which I have made 
ſome Obſcrvations. | 

Is the Reign of his late Majeſty, ſome 
Steps were taken towards the better a- 
ting our Trade; the Time ſor drawing back 
the Duty on ſundry Goods was lengthened, 
the Want of which before, occaſioned the ſen- 
ding over ſeveral of the Products of our Plau- 
tations to Holland, to lie by for a Market; and 
inſtead of their ſending for our Goods, they had 
the Advantage of long Warchouſe Rent, and 
Commiſſions paid them for what lay there. 

Tur Duty on Timber from our Plantations was 
taken off, which has bcen a very great Advantage 
to our Navigation; for when our Ships go to Vir- 
giuia or the other Colonies, if they cannot meet 
with a full Loading, they now fill up their Ships 
with Pipe-ſtaves, Boards, and Timber of ſeveral 
Kinds, by which Means they often make quicker 
Voyages, whereas before they ſometime lay in the 


Country Six, Eight or Ten Months, whilft the 


Worms were cating out their Bottoms. 
RecvraTtioNs were made in the Book 
of Rates, and all Commodities were rated, 
which was no ſmall Encouragement to the 
fair Trader. But there remains much morc 


to be done to bring the Balance of Trade 


more in our Favour, ſuch as the giving En- 
couragement for building large bulky Ships in 
Imitation of the Danes and Swedes, as alſo for 
providing and laying Loads of Timber ready in 
roper Places, that Ships may be loaded in a few 
Dams and this will promote the bringing of 'Tim- 
End, Nova Scotia, and News 

foundland, incouraging the making of — 
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the raiſing of Hemp and Flax, making of Pot-aſh 
in the Colonies, the raiſing of Silk in Carolina, 
Virginia, Maryland and Penſilvania, ſupporting 
4 enlarging our Sugar Plantations, and, as much 
as poſſible, to encreaſe our 1 not on- 
ly to Hollang, Hambourg, and the Baltick, but 
to open new Channels of Trade for all our Plan- 
tation Commodities into Portugal, Spain, and the 
Mediterranean, by the fame Methods the French 


are Boing upon. - 

E thould likewiſe cncourage the planting 
of Tea, Coffee, Cocoa Nuts, Indigo, Cochineal, 
and many other Things in ſuch of our Plan- 
tations .as may be cabable of producing them. 
And I doubt not if thoſe were once begun, other 
Perſons would make large Improvements in car- 

ing them on. So that if the Government would 
purſue thoſe Methods with Reſolution, and the 
Exceſs and Luxury we are running into were in 
ſome Meaſure reſtrained, I am of the Opinion, 
that what we might ſpare out of the exceſſive 


| Quantities of Goods we have from abroad, and fave 


by raiſing Naval Stores in the Colonies fey which 
we now peg por ready Money to the, Baltick, Oc.) 
8 aterials for carrying on the Silk and 
innen Manufacturics for employing our Poor at 
— a Year. 
As private Perſons are always cautious of ad- 
venturing their Fortunes in new Attempts, without 
ſome Aſſurance of the Countenance and Aſſiſtance 


olf the Publick, we are not to expect that ſuch 


Undertakings will be carricd on to Effect, till we 
take the ſame Methods which we ſee practiſed by 
the French, who give all Manner of Encourage- 
ment and diſtinguiſhing Favours to all ſuch as at- 
tempt new Improvements in their Plantations, aſ- 
ſigning them Land, furniſhing them with Seeds, 
| B 2 Plants, 
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Plants, and other Requiſites at the Charge of the 
Government. 

Ir is ſaid that Thirty or Forty Vears . 
our Plantations yielded us yearly about Forty 
Thouſand Hogſheads of Sugar, and that TW O 
Thirds of it was then re-exported; but now the 
Caſe is ſo much altered, that it is doubted whether 
we export one Sixth Part of What we import. The 
French, by 2 their Colonies from France 
with poor induſtrious Perſons, and having Land 

ted them at St. Domingo tor little or nothing, 
and ſupplied, as tis ſaid, by the Government with 
Negroes, to pay for them when they are able, 
have beat us already out of great Part of the Sugar 
Trade; and it is to be feared, if ſome Care is not 
taken to repleniſh our Sugar Plantations, by en- 
couraging ſome . induſtrious Perſons to enlarge 
them, we ſhall have no other Advantage of our 
Sugar Trade left us, but ſupplying our ſelves 
with what we want. 

Turk is alſo ſome Reaſon to ſuppoſe they 
will bring their Tobacco Settlements on the 
Miffiffipt to Pertection, which may alſo, dimi- 
niſh our Exportation of that Commodity. How- 
ever I hope Engliſh Induſtry and, Frugality 
will be rouzed up, and the ſame Spirit appear to 
increaſe our Plantations, Navigation and Trade, 
as in the Days of Queen Elizabeth; towards 
which the granting out the ſpare Lands belong- 
ing to the Crown 1n the Colonies, to ſuch as ſhall 
undertake to ſettle upon them at caſy Quit-Rents, 
payable in ſome competent Time after ſettled, 
would be a great Encouragement : Nor can L 
apprehend that thoſe Lands can be made ſo profi- 
table to the Crown in any other Way, and it would 
be many Ways more advantageous to the Nation, 


that 
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that the P ſhould be kept in the Crown; 
for we ſee that Noble Colony of Carolina, the 
moſt improveable, in my Apprehenſion, of any of 
our Colonies, yet becauſe it is the Property of 

rticular Perſons, ſupplies us with little more 
than that one Co ity of Rice (tho' it is ca- 
pable of many other valuable ones) and is liable 
to be over-run by the French, Spaniards and In- 
dians, tor want of a ſufficient Protection. 

Tux Buſineſs is to regulate all thoſe Under- 
takings, and to ſend proper Perſons to direct them, 
and Money to ſupport them, which I think needs 
not be a great deal : However what 1s ex 
upon this Occaſion, would be only a little raiſed by 
the Nation, which would, I believe, .in a ſhort 
Time be abundantly repaid, and be the beſt Har- 
veſt that ever the Nation reaped ; and I doubt 
not but ſome Fund might be found out for that 
Purpoſe, which would be to the Satisfaction of 
almoſt every body; and I hope all thoſe. good 
Things will be effected by our preſent moſt gra- 
cious King and His Parliament, and that ſucceed- 
ing Ages will have Occaſion to bleſs the Memo- 
ry of a Prince, ſo beneficent and zealouſly inclined 
to ee the Welfare of all his People. 

FTER all, it will hardly be poſſible to bring 
any of thoſe Improvements to the defired Perfec- 
tion, without a ſteady Reſolution in the Govern- 
ment to ſuſtain and ſupport them, and as it were to 
carry them in their Arms; for new Enterprizes will 
always be ſubject to Accidents and Diſcourage- 
ments too difficult for private Perſons to ſur- 
mount without the Aſſiſtance of the Publick 
as Occaſion may require, of which we have a 
— Inſtance in our Attempt upon Pitch and 

ar, for the Encouragement whereof a large 

unty was given for ſeveral Years, till it came 
to 
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to be imported in ſuch yaſt Quantities, that we 
had not only enough tor our own Conſumption, 
but even to export to our Neighbours; from which 
great Plenty we were ready to perſuade ourſelves, 
that this Buſineſs was ſufficicatly eſtabliſhed, 
and therefore neglected the Countinuance of the 
Bounty. Since{ which the Importation of thoſe 
Commodities from Ruſſia, Sweden and Norway 
is reaſſumed ; for as they are furniſhed with large 
bulky Ships on Purpoſe for carrying Lumber 
Goods, they fail their Ships ſo much cheaper than 
we can ours, that they can afford the Freight 
'Three or Four Shillings per Barrel cheaper than 
we; ſo that we are likely to be ſoon beaten out 
of that Trade again, unleſs we ſhall better ſecure 
it to ourſelves, either by renewing the Bounty, or 
— Duty upon Foreign Pitch and 
Tar. This Bounty was given upon Pitch and 
'Tar a great many Years — any Thing was 
done in it; but at laſt, the Diſappointment and 
Neceſſity the Government found themſelves un- 
der, ſtirred them up to perſuade ſome publick 
ſpirited Men in the Plantations to begin upon it, 
and ſome Perſons were ſent over who underſtood 
the making of it to inſtruct them; and when theß 
once found out the Art, the Want of Employ- 
ment in the Plantations made great Numbers of 
People put themſelves upon that Manufucturc. 
AN Act of Parliament was granted in 3. and 4. 
Qucen Anne for nine Years giving a Bounty on 
Hemp, and was renewed in the 12. of her Reign for 
11 Fears longer, and to the End of the next Seſ- 
ſion of Pailiament, but for want of ſome great Men 
tocountenance the raiſing it, nothing has been donc; 
and as that Act is near _— if any Progreſs, 
is made in raiſing Hemp and Flax, the Bounty 
muſt be renewed upon Hemp, and alſo the ſame 
| upon 
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upon Flax, and ſome Men in Power muſt ſtretch 
forth their Hands to help it foward, as was 
done in the Caſe of Pitch and Tar. | 

Asthisis a Matter that deeply concerns theWel- 
fare of the Nation, and as their whole Dependance is 
upon the King and Parliament, the Neceſſity of pro- 
viding Naval Stores and other Materials tor em- 
ploying our Poor at Home, is humbly offered to 
their Conſideration. And as Bounties and other 
Encouragements have been a mighty Happineſs 
to this Nation, unforeſeen Advantages would 
ſoon accrue to us, if ſufficient Encouragement tor 
providing and raiſing Naval Stores were given, 

Ir is worth Obſervation to reflect upon the Ri- 
ches that have been brought in to us _ the Boun- 
ties given upon Corn. Formerly when Corn hap- 

ned to be very low, the Farmers forbore ſowing, 
and that Neglect frequently ended in a Scarcity 
once in 'Three or Four Years, which put us often 
under the Neceſſity of ſending abroad for Corn; 
but this Bounty has encouraged the Farmers to 
keep on their Tillage, by which, when any of our 
neighbouring Nations want, we have been capable 


of ſupplying them; and we' ſeldom want a De- 


mand once in Three or Four Years, which in- 
deed proceeds from the ill OEconomy of thoſe 
Nations we ſupply ; for they will not let their 
Corn go out of one Pariſh or Diſtrict into ano- 
ther, and therefore their Farmers do not ſow 
more than they expect a Market for, and if their 
Crops fail, they are under a Neceſſity of being 
ſupplied from abroad. I mention this to ſhew the 
Benefits that have accrucd to this Nation by the 

aforeſaid Bounties. | | 
Tur Trade of a Nation is of mighty 
nee, and a Thing that ought to be 
ſeriouſly weighed, becauſe the Happineſs o 
| Miſ- 


Misfortunes of 98 Millions * it. 
A little Miſtake in the Beginning 28 
taking may ſwell to a very ben ren ae A Nation 
may gain vaſt Riches by I rade and Commerce, 
or for Want of due Regard and Attention may 
be drained of them. I am the more willing to 
mention this, becauſe I am afraid the preſent Cir- 
cumſtances of ours carries out more Riches than 
it brings home. As there is Cauſe to apprehend 
this, ſurely it ought to be look'd into; and the 
more, ſince if there be a Wound, there are Re- 
medics propoſed, a iced, will 
e our Commerce ih, and Nation 


happy. | 4 


